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SOMETHING DROPPED IN ON
KECKSBURG UNEXPECTEDLY 25 YEARS AGO,

AND THE CONTROVERSY CONTINUES TO
DIVIDE THIS WESTMORELAND COUNTY %
COMMUNITY TODAY

S O, WHAT ON Earth landed in Kecks-

burg on Dec. 9, 1965? Or, as some would
phrase it, what outside Earth landed there?

To this day, neither rocket scientists nor
UFO buffs can say with any surety what — if
anything — happened that Thursday evening
in the still decidedly uncertain Westmoreland
County village.

The only circumstantial evidence that
something lit is what otherwise rational people
say they saw: gliding fireball, angled landing,
sparks, smoke, spacecraft in the woods. Many
hung around until early the next morning to
witness, they say, the military haul away an
object that, covered with a tarpaulin, resem-
bled a Volkswagen Beetle,

The Foreign Technology Division of the
U.S. Air Force, then as today, says the sighting
was a meteor that was never found. But
astronomers note that a meteor the size of a
Volkswagen Beetle would have transformed
Kecksburg into Kratertown.

UFO researchers say eyewitness descrip-
tions suggest something extraterrestrial, and
they consider the Kecksburg incident one of
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America’s most compelling UFO mysteries.
But some fed-up Kecksburg residents argue
with folksy verve that it’s all a well-orchestrat-
ed hoax perpetrated by UFO fanatics. ‘‘Noth-
ing happened, nothing was found,” insists
Charles Hilland, whose farm borders the
supposed landingsite. “It’s a lie!”

For more than two decades, the mystery
lived on as a whispered curiosity in Kecksburg
— until “Unsolved Mysteries,” the NBC
television series on unexplained phenomena,
broadcast last Sept. 19 and again on Feb. 27
its version of the UFO landing. The show,
which accurately detailed eyewitness ac-
counts, turned quiet opinions into political
philosophies, pitting true believers against
certified skeptics. Feuds broke out between
relatives, neighbors and community leaders.

“It's caused some hard feelings,” says
Robert Bitner, 64, a former fireman who
witnessed military activity that night and is
convinced something landed. ‘‘Everyone
couldn’t be lying about this, and people don’t
have anything to gain by lying. People who did
see it didn't go around bragging,” Bitner says.

2t
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“They didn’t bring in all those n“ﬁ
people just for a meteorite.”

Bitner hasn’t spoken to his brothef-b-.q
Carl Porch, since Porch, Hilland and othess.
conducted an unsuccessful petition drive h
summer to stop the ‘“Unsolved Mysteris™ |
broadcast. Porch said he and Bitner wesy
friendly relatives before film crews came %
town. “We didn’t hear anything about this fer
25 years, until then,” Porch says, msxstm(ﬂ
a hoax. “There’s damn little that I know M
this world, but this I do know.”

Could it be a hoax? Was it a meteor M
swooped down from the heavens and landed
with pyrotechnical fanfare in Kecksburg's
midriff? Perhaps it was Disney’s Love Bug o
rocket fuel, or E.T. displaying Fahrvergnugea
in an intergalactic VW,

One plausible explanation seemed to be
Cosmos 96 — a malfunctioning Soviet Venus
probe that returned to Earth the day of the
Kecksburg sighting. Eyewitness descriptions
of the UFO and the stealth of the military
recovery mission, especially in the context of
the 1960s space race, seem consistent with the
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UFO rnocku atop old Kecksburg fire hall heralds close encounter that has divided the town

theory that Cosmos 96 may have mistaken
Kecksburg for the planet of love and beauty.
But Helen Kavanaugh, spokeswoman for
Nright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio, where the Foreign Technology Division
is stationed, says tliere’s no record of retrieval
of Cosmos 96, or anything else from Kecks-
burg. Her comment: “We have nothing to say
about it.”

Still, the theory that Cosmos 96 was the
culprit had enough going for it that some other
opinions were solicited:

® Jvan Rumiantsev, press officer for the
Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C., said
Soviet and American space debris often drops
onto foreign territory. But there's no proof
that Cosmos 96 or any other Soviet craft
landed in Kecksburg in December 1965, he

zported. Strike one.

® Stan Gordon, director of the Pennsylva-

‘3 Af'wat-on for the Study of the Unex-
T .z 7 zensburg orgamzntxon that’s been
= .'_,M g the Kecluburg case since it hap-
pwened, said its maneuvers and controlled
landing — along with U.S Space Command

data that Cosmos 96 returned to Earth 13%2
hours before the Kecksburg incident — make
it an unlikely candidate. Strike two.

® James Oberg, a Houston space engineer,
author, Soviet spacecraft expert and re-
nowned UFO skeptic, gave the Cosmos 96
theory a glimmer of hope. He said that as a
Venus probe, Cosmos was designed to with-
stand entry into Venus’ 900-degree atmo-
sphere and powerful gravitational forces, and
therefore could have landed on Earth intact.
Also, amid the space race and Cold War of the
1960s, the U.S. military quietly encouraged
belief in extraterrestrial spacecraft to divert
attention from its secret missions to recover
foreign space debris.

Finally, Oberg added that, because the
United States and Soviets had an oral agree-
ment to return the other side’s spacecraft
debris when it landed in their

1967 when a treaty to return such debris
became effective.

To test the Cosmos 96 theory, Oberg
reviewed orbital coordinates for the probe that
The Pittsburgh Press obtained from the
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Md. Although Cosmos 96's orbit crossed
Northeastern United States, he said the track-
ing coordinates prove it would not have come
down in Kecksburg at 4:46 p.m. — the hour
the fireball was seen there. The data buttress-
es the U.S. Space Command’s claim that
Cosmos 96 crashed in Canada at 3:18 a.m.

“Cosmos 96 is not guilty,” Oberg con-
cluded.
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Mystery craft, according to wit-
nesses, resembled Luna 3 or top
of a Venus probe, shown flanking
map above. Charles Hilland, who
lives near the alleged landing
site, says “‘nothing happened.”

-y

Keto spotted a hovering fireball just above the
tree line. Hearing a UFO report on the radio,
Bulebush looked up to see a fireball making S-
turns, perhaps a figure eight, before descend-
ing into nearby woods.

Blystone says he saw the round “thinga-
majiggy”’ with a colorful trail glide slowly
toward the treetops. ‘I would say it made a
controlled landing at an angle. Then I saw a
bluish gray puff of smoke or dust.”

Bulebush'hopped into his car and headed
for the landing site. From a road in Kecksburg,
he could see ‘‘arc-welding flames, bluish
sparklers,” through the trees. He parked his
car and entered the woods in search of the
object that, by then, had quit pulsing and
fizzing. He soon found more than he expected.

“I can still see it behind that big tree,” he
says. ‘I was 15 feet away from it. It was burnt
orange and had pushed the ground in. There
were no doors or rivet marks — no nothing. It
was about 12 feet long and 6 or 7 feet in
diameter, like an acorn. It had a ring around it
with backward letters, like a backward J and
backward K. I was the only one there.” '

Shining a flashlight on the craft, Bulebush !
grew scared. “Then I could hear voices and see |
flashlights coming from all directions,” he |
recounts. ‘I turned my light out and ran to
where I'd come into the woods.”

After Romansky saw a streak in the sky,
the fire whistle sounded and he took off for the
Lloydsville fire hall, where officials reported a
downed aircraft near Kecksburg. Romansky
and another fireman headed there and joined
firemen from other communities in a system-
atic search of the woods.

Romansky says his group soon came across
the acorn-shaped object. “There were no’
wings, motor or fuselage,” he says. ‘“We were
dumbfounded at what we had stumbled
across. It reminded me of a large acorn
because of its shape and geometric configura-
tion. There were no doors, windows or any
means of getting inside — and no one was
brave enough tc go pound on it.”

The writing on the girth of the craft,
Romansky says, resembled hieroglyphics —
lines, stars, circles, shapes. There was a dent in
the metal, but no rivets, seams or welds.
“Quite eerie,” he recalls.

Soon, he continues, two men wearing long;
coats and stonding ‘“ramrod stiff” came
through the woods. One announced that ““This;
is now a restricted area to all civilian person-|
nel,” and ordered the firemen to leave,
Heading back toward the Kecksburg fire hall,

%ger;sed soldiers heading toward the
Mili officials (some say representa-




Eyewitness Jim Romansky, then a fireman, found scene “quite-eerie”

Kecksburg roads jammed with curiosity seek-
ers. Bill Weaver of Norvelt was cruising in his
red Oldsmobile convertible when he heard the
bulletin. He turned onto a farm road in
Kecksburg, and came upon others standing
along a cow path, staring into a wooded hollow.

“I could see an object down there in the
woods,” Weaver says. “'It was aglow — a light
that wouldn’t shut off, I saw something the.
whole time I was there, I wanted to know what
it was but was too afraid to go down in.” He
says he also saw four men in white moon suits
carrying a 5-square-foot white box into the
woods on a stretcher.

Men in business suits eventually orc
him to leave, he says, but the 19

‘Al

Weaver ignored the command. “Either move
the car,” they said, “or we'ii take it.”

John Hays, 10 at the time, remembers
military personnel occupying his family’s
house (the house closest to the landing site),
using the telephone and holding secret, serious
conversations. Officers ordered his parents to
send their children to bed, but Hays kept
roaming downstairs to use the bathroom and
get drinks of water. The rest of the evening,
he was perched at his bedroom window. He

{
BY LUCKY coincidence that nigh\

Mike Levine's guest on his KDKA radio tal
show was newsman Frank Edwards, autkor
“Flying Saucers, Serious Business.” By}
time Edwards arrived for the 6 p.m. interview
KDKA's phone banks were aglow with people
reporting “‘everything but little green men,’
recalls Levine, now a radio talk-show host a
WASP in Brownsville.

“The descriptions we got from people
were unbelievable,”” he says. ‘I thought it was
the slickest promotion I'd ever seen in m
life.” When Levine asked Edwards how he'd
done it (pulled off such a publicity stunt)
Edwards replied, “Do what?"

The first reporter on the scene was John
Murphy, news director at WHJB radio in
Greensburg. Murphy was killed in a traffic
accident several years later in California. But
his ex-wife, Bonnie Millslagle of Swissvale
says she’s convinced Murphy saw something
unexplainable that night.

“He said it definitely was not a meteor,”
she says. “He was convinced it was no
something of this Earth.”

Murphy produced a documentary on the
incident, “Object in the Woods,” but whole
sections were edited out after eyewitnesses
withdrew their stories in fear of police o
military retaliation. Murphy did report that
people saw flashing lights and the milita
place an object into a cement-lined drum.

Bob Gatty, a Greensburg Tribune-Review
reporter at the time, arrived in Kecksbur;
later in the evening. The Clarksville, Md.
resident says he recalls the town overrun witt
military, but left after an officer told him :
meteor had caused the commotion. Gatty 1«
ported the next day that nothing was found —
that people miscalculated where the meteo
had landed.

“I remember I got a lot of dancing aroun
— a lot of dodging (from the military),” Gatt,
says. “I always suspected there was so
missile that had been misfired and the militar
was embarrassed and kept it hushed up.”

Working for KDKA-TV back then, Ada
Lynch'says he saw nothing except the milita
and people that night, and returned to tt
station with the military explanation of
meteor. It seemed logical, he says, because ti
Geminid meteor storm occurs each Decem
“We weren't taking this seriously,” sa
Lynch, a newscaster for WTAE-TV. “Ther
no doubt something came down, but it seem
coincidental with the meteorite breakup.”

3 'opht, adds a
He sa
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Kecksburg incident. The Air Force officers
demanded McCaslin’s full confidentiality.

But McCaslin was baifled by the patient’s
rare injury that left the clear part of the eye
looking like “‘porcelain.” Everett says McCas-
lin, now deceased, briefly discussed the mys-
tery with him, but never again brought it up.
An opaque cornez, Everett says, is a rare
condition caused by eye exposure to chemi-

cals, intense heat or radiation. He said he's
never treated a patient with opaque corneas in
both eyes and declined to speculate on what
may have caused the injury.

Monsour Medical Center and Jeannette

District Memorial Hospital declined to make

medical records available on pati

and local organizations that provide servic
for the blind had any knowledge or records
anyone with such an injury. )

Over the years, Gordon and other Penns
vania Association for the Study of the ¥Une
plained members have interviewed “ma
dozens” of witnesses and collected sign
affidavits as well as video and tape recordir
of eyewitness accounts. Gordon has fill
several file drawers with information abc
the Kecksburg UFO. But many witnesses &
reluctant to discuss their experience w
reporters. Others demanded anonymity
insisted that their names not be published.

PASU obtained an affadavit from a
videotape interview of an Ohio man who sa
he delivered bricks to Wright-Patterson £
Force Base several days after the Kecksbu
sighting. At the base, the man explains on t
tape, he saw men in white moon suits worki
vigorously inside a hangar on the acorn-shap
craft. The bricks were to be used to build
lead-lined enclosure for the craft, he says.

In all, The Pittsburgh Press interview:
about 30 people regarding their experience
including firemen, residents and those drav
to Kecksburg that night by curiosity. Thi
offered similar accounts of the landing, t
craft and the military retrieval. Althou
generally reluctant to talk about their expe
ences, many echoed Hays's explanation f
going public with their stories: “I really want
know what it was,” Hays says. “I'm tired
people telling me I'm crazy.”

|
|

\
THAT NO EXPLANATION offers

perfect fit adds both intrigue and frustration
the Kecksburg UFO incident. |

The fireball trail is consistent with
meteor, but then, what was in the woods? T
craft’s ability to survive re-entry into
Earth’s atmosphere suggests an interplane
landing vehicle, but none returned to Ea
that day. Its size and acorn shape would e
suggest a Soviet Fractional Orbital Bom!
ment system — a 1960s-era craft plac
orbit to carry intercontinental ballistic missi
But had an “FOB” careened over the NJ
Pole into the United States, the Kecksb
incident would be fully explained today
history books under the chapter titled *“W
War I11.” !

“They just didn’t shoot those things ¢
Pennsylvania,” says Curtis Peebles, an
Cajon, Calif., author, reconnaissance sate
expert and UFO skeptic.

The Soviet's early Luna spaceships
tined for the moon were acorn-shaped.
their whereabouts have been well-docum
ed. Besides, Luna craft were not equip
with heat shields and would not have surv
Earth re-entry. In the 1960s, the Soviets v
launching Mars and Venus prc

96. But these probes \

NCNINgE
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Stan Gordon, who researches unexplained phenomena, wants the government to set the record straight

too small to match eyewitness descriptions of
the Kecksburg craft.

Although Cosmos 96 did not land in
Kecksburg, its re-entry had an impact on the
Kecksburg incident.

The Foreign Technology Division was a
tight-knit unit that operated under the code
name Moon Dust to recover returning space
debris, Peebles says. The unit probably was on
standby Dec. 9 because of re-entry of Cosmos
96, and may have hurried to Kecksburg on the
chance that the fireball traveling from Canada
to Western Pennsylvania was the Soviet

| probe.

\ Peebles and Gordon note that the incident

| is not listed in activity logs for the 662nd Radar

| Unit of Oakdale — the unit in Kecksburg that
night — probably because the mission was

| classified. Yet it wasn’t a military practice to
track down meteors, or keep such searches

| classified.

“It's a puzzlement,” Peebles says.

It’s less puzzling for UFO researchers who
feel the Kecksburg incident forces people to
consider the possibility of . .. extraterrestrial
visitors.

Eyewitness descriptions of the Kecksburg

UFO hovering and turning before landing

* leave UFO researchers convinced it was not

some misguided Soviet missile or spacecraft.

“After 25 years, if it was a probe, what's
the big secret?”’ Gordon says. “We can rule out
a meteor and we can rule out space debris and
we know it wasn’t a plane crash. When you
eliminate all the possibilities, two things re-
main. It was either a highly advanced space
probe with very interesting capabilities for the
1960s, or we may actually be dealing with an
alien spacecraft.

“But we could speculate forever,” Gordon
continues. ‘“We're now making a detailed
study of experimental U.S. probes of the
1960s. We have to eliminate all man-made
possibilities. Whatever it was, it appeared to
be a device much ahead of its time or more
technically advanced than what existed.”

Gordon says he hopes that military person-
nel involved in the recovery operation that
night, or anyone else with information about

the UFO incident, will contact him. He says

PASU's research will continue until it comes
up with a solution or forces the government to
open its files on the retrieval mission,

‘“We hope to create enough interest in it to

staff writer.)

put pressure on Washington, D.C., that will
eventually lead to a government inquiry into
the incident,” he says.

But Peebles says many logical explana-
tions still must be considered, including the
possibility that it was a mateor, after all. He
notes that the Kecksburg UFO incident didn’t
take on importance until recent years. It's
possible, he says, that people saw a firebali,
but 25 years later, their faded memories have
given the imagination free play to turn vague
impressions into sensational recollections.

“I don’t know if UFOs tell us much about
aliens, but it tells us a lot about human
beings,” Peebles says.

But, for now, the Kecksburg UFO mystery
has grounded the experts and given flight to
mystery. It seems that only the Air Force's
Foreign Technology Division can settle the
spacecraft controversy that landed on the rural
village a quarter century ago.

“The government owes Pennsylvania and
the people of Kecksburg an explanation,” says
Gordon.

(David Templeton is a Pittsburgh Press

Pl

119491 THE PITTSBURC



g W/ 'o--. . o %
. T . \ Ty - .
V ST \;L'} - ; I/ l//‘ 1 & / L o
- O P A A | TN
‘ b - ‘\!\o"" ‘ .."1 D ’-'J"‘ f .
ORI S o %"5 1 -
g S T ) - O Lo .4lﬂ., / / g =
: is more accurate than # > ’7J \ b ll‘ [
\ This sketch | \d ;

a1/
, 2. M/ 7D ' \ J
£ 73y *E‘ AR b
sketch used by SITU in the 2 .1 és\::::i’(é‘:{&"dﬁﬁ r ' bb
\ ‘ T R .
Sl \ | :

.




Cover of onevﬂir Force document pertaining to Kecksburg UF0 Case
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Not everyone agrees meteor
fell near Kecksburg in 1965

By Dave Lester
TRIBUNE REVIEW

Shor(rl{' before sundown Dec. 9,
1965, a flery bright-orange object
was seen hurtling across the west-
ern Pennsylvania sky.

One volunteer (ireman, who
was then a leen-ager recalls the
trail the unidentified flying object
created, describing it as a “round
ball of ire” that came out of the
north with a tall of lame traveling
In the direction of Kecksburg. The
object, he says, appeared to be
making a gliding, controlled de-
scent and moved at about the
speed of a fast plane.

Minutes later he was summoned
by the fire whistle. The word was
that a plane had crashed In the
Kecksburg srea and searchers
were needed to locate the wreck-
age and rescue any survivors.

But no plane was ever found
and military ofMclals were quick
to dismiss the occurrence as a me-
teor.

Not everyone agrees with thelr
conclusion and the interest the
military demonstrated In at-
tempting to recover a meteorite
has let amateur Investigators
doubtful that the whole story has
ever been told.

Amateur UFO Investigators
have doggedly pursued a paper
trail they contend shows the mill-
tary was keenly Interested In re-
covering an object from a wooded
area and then Just as determined
to cloak the whole incident in offl-
clal secrecy.

More than 20 years later these
sleuths are still searching for re-
sidents able to shed some light on
the strange hnppenln% Undil re-
cently members of the Pennsylva-
nia Association for the Study of
the Unexplained, a statewide
clearinghouse for the UFO re-
ports, has never been able to lo-
cate anyone who claims actually
to have seen an object. Some of
the people investigators have con-
tacted demonstrate a reluctance
to comment, perhaps out of fear of
being ridiculed or that they would
offend a security-conscious mili-

tary.

?ven the fireman who came for-
ward with an eyewitness account
22 years later agreed to speak
only on condition that he not be
identified. ;

He says he's convinced an
acorn-shaped melallic object he
and s handful of others came
across was not man-made. PASU
Investigators won't go that far, de-
clining to drawn conclusions
about what object If any was reco-
vered. While they say they have
no reason to discount his state-
ment, they hope other witnesses
will be encouraged to come for-
ward.

Three-member search parties
were organized along the lines of
a grid and the searchers were s-
sued fashlights and portable ra-
dlos before being dropped off at
difTerent points along a road.

search teams,

( They had combed about a quar-

! ter of a mlle of the woods when
one of the parties began shouting
that they found something. B:::g
close by, the fireman’s own se
rh.rty was the second to arrive at

e scene. Whatever came
through the trees, he says
sheared off branches at a 20 to 30
degree angle. “It was just like
they were taken ofT with a meat
cleaver he says.

The searchers anticipated see-
Ing the wreckage of a plane. What
they found instead was a large
acorn-shaped metallic object
which appeared to be embedded
In a 25- to 30-foot long ditch ap-

arently created by the impact.

he ditch was several feet wide
and 7 to B feet deep at one end.

The team that discovered the
object called the command center
to report their find. None of the
searchers ventured into the ditch
to examine the object close up but
from their vantage point they
could tell it was no conventional
aircraft. They could not recognize
any part of it. There were no win-
down,&rom or wlngl and no evid-
e;:c; at the craft had been occu-
pled.

Although the fireman says
there was no concern voiced
about radiation, “none of us," he
says, “had the guts to go down into
that hole.”

They were puziled, he
that the object had remained
tact after crashing to earth.

“We all assumed it was a
but ‘when a plane crashes

are pieces all over.” He deseribed

it as circular In shape with a
bumper around the radius that

bore ralsed markings thaj re- .

minded him of ancient tian
hieroglyphics. The metal, which
he described as grayish pdou‘:ld
in color was crumpled much a
defated beach “It was a color
you just don't normally see,” he
says.

{lo evidence remained of the
fireball that had been observed
only hours before. The metal did
nol even appear to be scorched
and the observers could detect no
:ut or see any glow from the met-

“We just didn’t know what to
make ofit,” he says.

The fireman could not recall
who It was that relieved the
but he did remem-

ber that a state trooper and an-
other man who appeared Lo be in

authority were there. Shortly af-
ter the searchers were able (o re-
turn to the fire hall, Alr Force and
Army personnel took control of
the lumn. A command post was
set up In a nearby house. The
unmgorl were not permitted to
enter the fire hall once the mili-
tary arrived.

The fireman recalled one non-
uniformed man who appeared to
be in eblr’c, “He just reeked of

authority,” says the fireman.
“There was military every-
where.”

By the time the searchers were
dismissed, military guards with
sidearms had taken positions out-
side the fire hall.

It must have been approaching
midnight, the fireman says, when
a Nat! truck came down the
road under heavy military escort.
A tarpaulin concealed what ap-
peared (o be a large cargo.

“They didn't waste any time
getting it out of there," he says.

Even though it was clear to
members of the search team that
the object they found in the woods
was manufactured, they were told
by the military it was a meteorite.

“Things weren't jibing,” the
fireman ed. “I've seen me-
teori!.'cl and seen pictures of satel-

people
Kecksburg incident at a
hibitata lzﬂu mall.

The u&c ence, he says, of see-

In{ close up that he be-
from this world,

MO -aumqLL|
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“Fireball Lands
| NeaerHsburgh;
‘Seenin 1 States

o . ) s‘mumup
; pecial to The Inquirer %
. PITSBURGH. Dee. 9.—A bril-
" liant ball of fire which was seen
“ <treaking across seven stales
Yoaand  Canada  Thursday  nighi
It crashed 1nlo woods 20 miles
“: south of here. Flamineg nbjects
“fatlinz from 1t 1ouched off (ires
in Pennsviavma and Obio.

'
ne

sealed off the wooded area with
€ the explanation:
“There 1s an unidentified fy-
:'1(1 ing object in the woods." s
.V The fireball was seen by air-
o plave pilots and residents of
al Canada. Michigan. lllinois, Indi-
% ana, Ohio. Virginia New Youk
and Pennsvivania.
p FIRES NEArt CLEVELAND
The object appavently landed
in woods near Keeksburg. Other
eariy reports indicated it touch
ed off a series ol small grass
fires in woods 20 miles south ol
““leveland and deposited two
“small stacks of shredded foil”
in a swamp near Lapeer, Mich.
Coast Guard ollicials reported
from Windsor, Ont., that a flying .,
ohject  “exploded” over the
Windsor-Detroit arvea, Pilols in .
Ihe area saw a flash and felt
«nock waves on the fuselage of
their planes.
In Washington. the Pentagon \

announced that whatever it was.
it was not a millary airevaft, It
could have been a meteorite, the
Pentagon said.

In I'ennsyivania, Slate Police

The Army and Stale Police ™

| ¥

Army, Police
Seal Off Woads .,
In UFO Probe

PITTSBURGH (UPI)—U."8§™
Army officinls -and -the Penn-)
sylvania State Polica Jast night
sealed off an  area’'in south-
western Pennsylvania explain-
ing there "“is an unidentified

flying object In_the jvoods.” _
A spokesman for n team of
i radar experts from the Army's
662 Radar Squadron here said,
| "We don’t 'know what we have

yet." o tata? 0 e DALY, € R

ukﬁv)\«\/ ?}-"?ll ey g

After sealing off a wooded,
isolated area at Keckshurg, Pa,,
about 20 miles south of here,
officers said ngine: .
wi bein cene.

he ob)ect was found alter a
flash of orange fire streaking
across the sky was reported by
airplane pilots and residents in
seven states.

Pentagon ~sources ~indicated
the flash could have Leen a
meteorite.

Stale —Police—went tc ythe
: Kecksburg,. Pa., arca alter a
‘woman reported ceeinz a
“round, smoldering object crash
to the earth.”

Earlier reports said the flash
could have been a high altitude
| test rocket-fired over Lake Erie
i but National _Guard and ~Air
! Force officials denied any rock-
; cts had been fired. - + -~
| :Eric Johnson, a reporter for
ran Erfe, Pa., television station
sald, "It [lashed acrocss the
Inke, north - northwest of the
Frie Airport leaving a Xkind cof
cloud of smoke behind ir."

Raymond Wallings, a private
nirplana pllot from Painesville,
Ohio, sald he was flying caver
the luke when he saw the “five-
hall” and kept his eye on it un-
til it plummeted into the lake.

V=~ of =]
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ARMY ROPEQ OFF AREA—

‘Umdentzﬁed F “lying Object’ Falls Near Kecksburg:

An ‘“unidentified flving
object”—possiblv the same
one reporied seen streaking
acrosc seven northeastern
states  and

Thursda:

Canada
afternoon — ap-
parentiv fell to the earth in
a secluded wooded
near hecksburg

moreland County.

The ares
landed wa: immediately sealed
oll nn the order of U.S. Army
and Stale Tolice officials,
peried! in aplicipation of
“ close nspection’’
nizy have fallep

\ tpokesman for a2 team of
~dav c.\perl: {from thc Arm\ €

wpere

area
in West-
the objecet

of

late

re-

whatever

662 radar
burgh said.

squadron
“We don’t

what we have yet.’

Tribune-Review
Roberl Gatty reported from the
scenc that
aliowed near the objecl.”
Police officials therc,
ordered the

possibly.

today

Unable 10 talk to anyone whe

“no one

arca roped off to
await the expected arnval of
both U.S. Army engineers and.
ciwvilian scientists,

The Army enuginecrs, he said,
were scheduled to arrive late
Thursday night or early Friday
marning. Scientistc were expecl-
€G ta be brough! in some time

Staff

had actually seen the object
Gauy reported that the con-
sisten! explanation of the se-
curity measures is that the ob-
ject—whatever it is—maxv be
contaminated with radiwoactivity.

Shape Mystery

The “unidentified fiying ob-
jec!” (UFO) was sighted falling
to the earth by Mrs. Arnold
Kaio of Acme RD 1 and her two
children. Mrs. Kalp. Gauy re-
poried. was not available to talk
Thursday might. apparently be-
cause ol the throng of newsmen
anu spectators, who began ar-
rwving in the Keckshurg area
shorlly after word of the sight-

ing was reported.

Although pe ome has indi-
cated the size or shape of the
object, Gatty said he talked to
one farmer in the area—Dale
Howard, who lives about a2 mile
from the scene of the reportied
landing. Howard reported “feel-
ing a vibration™ and “'a thump™
about the time the object re-
portedly fell.

The near-exact localion of the
object. Gatiy determined, is 500
feet off Legislauve Route 64214
in  Mt. Pleasant Township,
about one-hall mile east of
Kecksburg.

Excitemen! caused by the ap-
paren! landing. the Tribupe-Re-

view reporier said, produced a

massive traffic jam on the small
roads winding around the small
community of Kecksburg. Many
of the just-cunous spectlators,
be said. left the scene when in-
formed by police that thex
conld pot get near the objecl

Newsmen W ait

Newsmen. however. were
holding tight. for the most part,
to awail some official word
from either the US. Army or
the State Police officialr m
charge.

The obvious excitment arous-
el by the apparent -landing
slems. In par:, from dozen: of

L] the Detres' - Winoser
area. Four veswlh were
patched onte Lake . Claer bur

December 10, 1965
Greensburg, Pa.
Tribune-Review
Front Page Story



U. S. Prohes Mystery ‘Firehall

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 10 (UP) —
An orange ball of fire, sighted
last night, in seven states and
Canada, provided scientists,

eWw I W W -

‘inilitary personnel and police

with a mystery today.

There was speculation the
fiery-looking object was a
meleorite. The search [or debris
which reportedly crashed lo the
earth “began at dawn in
Pennsylvania and Michigan.

The orange ball was seen by
pilots, weather observers, Coast
Guard personnel at Windsor,
Ontarlo, and residents of Idaho,
Indiana, Ohto, Pennsylvania,
northern West Virginia, and
New York.

AREA SEARCHED

Air Force - olficers, state

police and sclentists combed a.

75-acre mountainous wooded
area of Mt. Pleasant Township,
Pa., about 30 miles southeast of
Pittsburgh, for an object -which
one woman reported crashed to
earth “smoldering.”

“There's delinitely something
down there,” .said .a state
trooper, who also saw the light.
He descended the hillside but
when he got about hall way
down, those standing above said
the light disappeared.

Near Lapeer, Mich., 40 miles
north of Detroit, police
organized a search of a swamp
where a sherif('s deputy, Lenny
Toly, found shredded foil.

“It looks like it may have
come [rom the fireball,” said
Mr. Tolly, He said the foil was
male of lead and shredded in
strips one-sixteenth of an inch
wide.

NO TRACE

The US. Coast Guard
reported a  flying object
exploded over the Detroit-
Windsor area. Vessels
dispatched into Lake St. Clair

were unable to [ind any trace of
the object.

Pilots for Alr Canada flights
coming Into Windsor reported
they saw a flash and [elt shock
waves on thelr planes’
fuselages.

A North Amerlcan Alr
Delense Command spokesman
at Colorado Springs, Colo., said
its tracking stations did not
track the flash of light. NORAD

~said Il &t were a meleorite It
- should have shown up on radar
« scopes. ;
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2 men break silence
on’65 UI'O sighting

Pair believe craft landed and was removed

By Mark Belko

Post-Gazetle Stafl Writer

For almost 25 years, William
Bulebush and James R. Ro-
mansky Sr. have kept silent about
their Steven Spielberg-like close
encounter near Kecksburg in
Westmoreland County.

Not any longer.

Activated by the renewed inter-
estin the sighting of a mysterious
object in the skies over Westmore- .
land County in 1965, both men
have come forward with tales of
their discovery of the UFO.

1 Romansky is turning his en-

3
s

counter into an appearance on the
NBC television show, “Unsolved
Mysteries,” which will air a seg-
ment based on the incident this
fall.

And while Bulebush is not
reaching for that kind of stardom,
he is talking publicly for the first
time about what he saw.

Romansky concedes that the
television spotlight brought his
story out in the open, but not
because of dreams of stardom. “I
figured that if I went public, more
people would come forward and
start telling what they saw.”

,‘I

BT OITTImITIC. vionaay, August 1y, 1YYy

—

And when Bulebush heard that

omansky was about to break his
silence on national television, he
figured that there was no need to
keep his secret buried any longer

“I just didn’t want to say any-
thing to anybody. Nobody else
said anything. Why should I be the
first to say anything? When |
heard about the interview, I fig-
ured I would come in and say my
part,” he said.

Had they gone public immedi-
ately after the Dec. 9, 1965, en-
counter, both men feared, they
would have been branded crazy by
a skeptical public.

‘“ At that time, if I said I saw
this or that, they were ready to
call the funny farm,” Romansky
said. “Now people are inquisitive.
They're not naive enough to be-
‘lieve that we're all alone.”

SEE SAUCER, PAGE 4

2 men break silence

on 65> UIFO sighting

SAUCER FROM PAGE |

Before going public, the only
person outside their families who
had heard their story was Stan
Gordon, director of the Pennsyl-
vania Association for the Study of
the Unexplained, a Greensburg-
based organization that investi-
gates UFO sightings.

Different paths led the two men
to the discovery of an acorn-
shaped object they said was eight
feet in diameter and 12 feet long
with markings “like ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphics.”

While working on his car in his
driveway that evening, Bulebush
caught a glimpse of “a fireball
going across the sky. It made a
turn and came back a little bit. I
crawled into the Corvair and took
off [after it).”

His journey led him to a hillside
outside Kecksburg where he spot-
ted the object in the woods as it
emitted a bluish glow, “like a
welding arc,” and wenl after it.

Bulebush, then 40 years ol age,-

found it nestled in a ravine.

In the aftermath of the inci-
dent, the official explanation was
that the object was a meteorite.
But Bulebush said the object he
saw was no meleorite, '

“When a'meteor comes down, it
makes a big hole. This didn't, It

. was like a smooth landing. I mean,

I've seen too many pictures on .
television of meteorites falling.
No way could this have been. ft
would have torn everything up.
The only thing this tore up was the’

treetops. They weren't burnt or

anything,” he said.

The object “had no seams. It
was a solid piece. It was crack-
ling, like something cooling off,”
he said. It also “had funny writing
on the back. It was none of our
kind of writing.”

Before falling into the woods,
the object “made an S in the air
... just like it knew where it
wanted to go.”

So what was it?

“I thought it was something
from outer space. I never saw

. anything like that around here or

on television or anything," said
Bulebush, who left the area before
search crews arrived.
Romansky, then an 18-year-old
volunteer firefighter called to
duty because of fears that an
airplane had crashed, was a mem-
ber of one of the search crews.
What he and others found "was
a big surprise. It was no airplane.
There were no wings, no motors,
no propellers, no fuselage.'
“There were no windows, no
doors, fb cracks, no scams. It was
just one giant piece of metal. It

’

was a gold and bronze color. It
was weird. I've spent 25 yearsasa
machinist and I never saw any-
thing like that.”

Like Bulebush, Romansky has
no doubts about what he saw.

“My personal feeling is that it
was an alien spacecraft trying to
make a friendly approach, and
something just went haywire,” he
said.

Shortly after finding the object,
search crews were ordered out of
the area by two men in trench
coats, and the Kecksburg Fire

" Hall was converted into a military

command post, complete with
armed guards, Romansky said.

Later in the evening, a flatbed
truck left the area with a covered
cargo, he said. Romansky, 44,
believes it was the UFO.

By coming forward with his
own tale, the Derry man hopes to
entice others into telling what
they saw that night.

“There's a lot more [witness-
es] than me. You're talking 20 to
30 people — witnesses who saw it
hit, who saw the military going in,
who saw the military taking it out.
Everyone had a piece of it."

Gordon said the object, first
sighted over Ontario, Canada, was
traveling too slowly to be a mete-
orite, appeared to make con-
trolled turns and did not fit the
pattern of a rocket or missile.

He sald he believed the military
had been hiding the truth ahout
the ilicldcnl and abeut her UFQ
sightings elsewhere =




Kecksburg’s UFO
Mystery Unsolved

. BuDAVELESTER .
(f The Tribune-Review :
Jt was shortly before sundown Dec 9, 1969 that a flery bright
orange object streaked acroms Lbe sky over Michigan, the Up of

(Ontario and western Lake Erie Described
lake ms » fireball
noribeasiern corner of Ohio (Lorain County) and western Pennsylva-
nia and was seen Io al least six states and Canads belore It
plummeted Lo earth o Westmoreland County

Wbal landed thal everung in a densely wooded areas nmear

Kecksburg remains » point of contention. The Alr Force maintalns It
was & meteorite while olbers insist )l was 8 man-made object — a
falieo satellite. m spy plane or » test vehicle Still others suggest It
could unb-mul{nm spacecralt

Despite reports from eyewinesses that the military retrieved a
large object [rom the wooda concealed It under a tarpaulin and
bauled It away under cover of darkness tbe Alr Force bas pever
conlirmed Lhat anything was found

11 searchers did {ind something they arent Lelling. Twenty years
later Lhe idenUiy of whal the military termed an unfdmu!ifj‘yinl
ob)eciremains a mysiesy shrovded inof[icial secrecy.

Amalteur mvuu‘uon say (he search for dxcuments that might
ofle- aclueto what landed near the small rural communily has led Lo

uizling revelations of the d'sappearance of entire sets of records
\enging Lo s military unit that parucipated in the search
What L knowp ks that the object was ol greal Interest o the
military and the excitement Il generaled was pot unlike an eplc
science [icuoo drama, says Greensburg's Stan Gordon who has spent
tbe inlervening years atlempling Lo unravei we mystery of what
landed 1o Lthe woods.

“It was just like War of the Worlds haprening right in our
backyard " says Gordon. who serves as director of the Peansylvania
Center for the Study of tbe Unexplained a research group that serves
asaclearinghouse Jor reports ofunusunl pbenomenon

Curionty seekers Jammed (be narrow roads leading to the ﬂll:r
as government olficials. the military and medis converged oo the
scene Pittsburghb’s Allegheny Uuservatory was uluﬂod with phone
calls irom people who reporied seeing Whe object burt ing across the
sky Al various points along the patb ol the object io Michigan and
FPennsylvamia came reports that metallic material fell from the sky.

Seen By Thousande - ‘

The Elyria (Ohio) Chronicle reported that thousands of observers
saw chunks slam into the earth [rom Lake Erie Lo Eaton Township, a
municipalily about 15 iles soulh of the shoreline. One Elyria
fireniar blamed lalling Iragments for starting 10 small grass fires ln
& 700 fuut mrea along the east bank of the Bncl River, In Lorain, a
gvtw,p of children playing near a school reporied another chunk

repged intc the school yard Tue newspaper re; however, Lhat
nU# nerein ibe county of stale were [ragments (ound.

Ir. Michigan. 40 miles north ol Detroil. & depuly sherill reported
finging a scrap of shredded leaded foll which may have come {rom
(be Lireball Similar [ragments were recovered in Midland, Beaver
Count)

Gurdon. who has interviewed civilians who were close Lo the scene,
says il appears the military establusbed & direct line with NORAD,
then known as Lhe North Amencan Air Defense Command. Records
inl. a1t Lhal among Lhe agencies requesting inlormalion was
1A SA's Jubnson Space Center in Houston, which |n the days prior Lo
lurar landings was studying meteors

Among government and military unlts summoned Lo Kecks!
were inembsers of the §82nd Radar Squadroa, a unit located ata U.
Arry support facility in Oakdale snd members of Project Blue
Bocr s special unil which operated out of Wright-Patterson Alr
Foroe Base st Daylon. Onio lor Use purpose of investigating UFOs

The sesrch was concentraled 1o Lhe ares of & sleep ravine ou &

Sty . P 4

by one observer pear the

the” brilliant obsect continued across the— §|

A0 v, Su-day Decembe B, 18]

UFO Landed
20 Years Ago,

Wy P S
farm sbout 1 miles -nﬂ; -:"'vuhs rch leams incleded
sirte police troopersy rem Gr »
r.xn':v; Ouservers also reporied seewmg large Moad-lioed
~eontainers apparently broughl in by Lhe -‘“_4 ‘11.'0-: -_.‘_‘
were (o wse and one reporier
explanstion eflered for the Light pecuriy -ulh'—hhu*d_‘

diaact ve conlaminalion z A
"S::ﬂ; belore the search was reporied 1o have broken off abost 1
& m_severa) persons reporied seeing & bright, blue hl:-‘vc-t
Bbout 150 leel Irom where Lhey were oma . light

suddenly lu:.prnnd # s
doo \ons whether Lhe search ended with found.
CM« Bitner, who was then chiel of m"(\ Nre

de

riment, recalis seeing » heavy military truck leave the acene
bul he sald » tarp ronred*m back, concealing what carge, W any, it
carried "1t was covered :mpk\eu,' sy N_.’Y--u-\hn
Al there was anything inside ™ g

Bitper estimates the truck Geparied the scene Aboul 19 or 10:30

| L Other military rlpxmmw-h“
reping the ravine of | limils. be WPt

ch 1nm indication the military may have retrieved an object
~appears in a declamified Alr Force memo that stales a call was
made Lo the Oakdale radar uniL ’ Args '

“A (hree-man team has been dispalched lo Acme, Pa
Investigate and pick up an object that plarted a fire,” Lhe memo
reads . .
As pear as Gordon can tell there was no fire although ane observer
reported seeing a irall of biue smoke in the area . *

g\hen npm!led leeling » vibration and bearing & sonic boorm but
liremenre edno lireinthevicinity stthetime.

The Air Force's official explanation Lhatl Lhe object was a meleor
way lupg)ﬂtd a Dr. Paul Annear, them director -of Lhe
Baldwin-Wallace (College) Observatory in Ohlo who theorized that it
was actually a shower of meteors which were expected five days
later.

Dr Nicbolas Wagman of the Allegheny Observatory In Pitlsburgh
8214 11 could have been a meteor [rom Lhe constellation Geminl

But several UFQ researchers discount such explanationa.

One investigator went 50 lar a3 to allempl Lo calculate Lhe speed of
the object Lo demonstrate that it could pot have been a meteor.

In an article published # year alter the incident, the late Ivan
Sanderson demonsirated that Lhe aerial object made an abrupt turn,
& change in course not possible for a meteor or bolide.

Relying on sightings by commercial and privale pilots and
observers along the path of the object, Sanderson tled (be
direction of travel on a map. demonstrating that Lhe object or objects
traveled 1o a straight line from east of L, Mich. over Lake SL
Clair to Oberlin and Elyna near Cleveland in a soutbeast-by-
soutberly direction before mnms«wunumu From
Lhat point, Sanderson writes, the of Lravel was straight through

Midland to Kecksburg
Based on the exact llmalh:obml'llohlrv.‘l( :cl‘m
Its path, Sanderson was able Lo calculsie the speed of
meteor 8t 1,062.5 miles per hour, fast {or any mas-made object bul
comparatively slow for a meteor, the ounumum speed of which has
beenclocked at 27.000 ml)u;er hour,
Gordon doubts that in 1965 the U S. possessed 8 spacecrall or nose
cone with the capabilily of executing a 25-degree turn in Mlight. ;
Like Sanderson. Gordon and Leonard H Siringfield » UFO
Investigator who lives in Cincinnatl, doubt the Penlagon's
uq):mum of a meteor because of Lhe secrecy displayed by the
military and other government agencies in Lhe mysterious fireball
“What Is so secrel aboul a meteorite? LI has not beea lbe

resporsibility of Lhe military to pick wp meteorites,” says
Stringlield

The researcher says be is certain the military retrieved as object
andsuggests itcould havebeena U S lnllltuyZﬂn.nw
ol some sort falling [rom an aerial object.

Gordoo s ol same opinioa. “I've always felt this was a
manmade device from a country unknown that went out of control,*

hésays

One group, Citizens Against UNS‘!‘N‘.’,'\DN-‘M
req ‘u:buu" -+ of & l‘Jm“M has come o
realize that Lhe government treats (1] hlutp seriously.

According u‘hy Boeche. a member o{m Amdv Lut
the Air Force has insisted that UFOs have never ’wﬂml 0
national security. But when CAUS went Lo court in 1980 the

release of bundreds of UFO-related documents from tbe Na
1 Securit Agency, the court dismissed Lhe case oa lhe gromads of
"mneﬁ‘nm’m the Alr Force's 31 lnvestigation '
ue ‘orce -year loto
UFOs was luded In 1969 but Boeche says Lhe Alr Force remains
very interested in reports of UFO sightinga.

Boeche says rumors of tbe existence of Alr Force units that do
nothing but uvauru UFOs could be pure speculation but s memo
dated 20, 1969 from Air Force Brig Cen Carroll H. Bolender
hints that UFOs would continue to be lavestigated Lhrough existing
lotellgence channels. The memo, lccwﬂnt also suggests
Lhere were rmnd UFO cases lnvestigal

10 Boeche,
by oulfits other than
Project Blue

Alr Force LL Col. Chuck Wood, director of public affairs at
NORAD headquarters in Colorado Colo. says the Alr Farce's
Investigation inlo UFO's ended with Project Blue lm
UFO sightings are referred 1o other lvuq Including the
Aviation Adminisiration, sccording to Wood.

But Stringlield insists there is a specia) ualt of the Blue Bereta, an

Mavestigating

“They otved behind he srener  savi Suringficle “The
.l"lhﬂv‘:»::r: ané they hnw o ha' (0 Ac il IRey encounter s 1O l
Vood says many fo vments Rave beet Orclansilied ar¢ made
lable wnder F roquests ' Pasche 3ave the A F e Bay
Mbw‘w' (he reierme o~ vo & T4 OUZUMents Y’ suie (hey
have vrn'rnurrh'n Ihe gh 1t ve it ve Bubjects “Things have
npur':n|y slipped (arongh  Bayy Juwthe. Who Bliributer the
1o oversight
...;:‘:ﬂ Lhe -‘.mnnrw( ssrect of the Kecksburg case
_'-Fm Gorde and Beche bave failed L& oblawn
Comcermng 061nd Rader Sousiror
h-u:-al.m -:‘m NORAD ir 1983 was deactiveied Dec
31. 1968 Acrerdiag te Gordon weiiber (be ATy RO At Force ean
':.l m..“. :o curtous b9 1hal Lhe group that hesded
Project Blue Book and (he $61:C Bquadron were h Geaclivaled
me month — Decernler | PhY
mm.;kmlmnuuqudfu sreal mission wastoreirieve
«um‘-r-'

. *We're wondering whal the mysiery i concerning & radar wnit

ttached Lo an A sapport [acility in Oakdale Tuaey can tell us the
-:lla the unit 'rz:"uwuw but (hey have po records’ says

1 find It hard 1o believe (he records just vanished. they have 1o be
~ says Boeche.

Information Sough

~#*The Pennsylvamia Associs- PASU, which serves as 3
“1ios lor the Study of the Unex-  statewide clearinghouse for re-
~plained. an all-volumteer, non- ports of UFOs and other strange
It research growp which  occurrences. works closely wilh

ales strange and unu-  Lbe Mutual UFO Network of

sual occurrences, i seeking  Seguin Texas the largest inter-

concerning ibe  national UFO research organl-
:::::;:l(o;mm and other  2ation Gordon is director u’ the
UFOmghungs Frennsylvania MUFON cnapter

PASU Director Stas Gordon
sis rticularly interested o
cling anyone who served
«or has knowledge of (e deact
waled 682nd Radar Squadroa &
~unit that was attached 10a US
Army support [acility In Oak-
dale and was involved in lhe
search of an object believed Lo
bave crashed mear Kecksburg
Dec. 9, 1965 :

“People can report sightings
and other occurrences (o us
conlidentially without lear of
ridicule or publicity,” say» Gor-
don

All reports are kept confiden:
ts! pr: Pennsylvanis UFO
hotline is 838-7768 The address
1s PASU. § Oakhill Ave  Greens-
burg. Pa 15601
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‘Unidentified Flying

Ap “unidentified flving
object”—possibly the same
obe reporied seen sireaking
ACTOS sevel DOMDeasiern

wpere the ob)ect
lended wa: immediately sealed
@R a e order of US. Army
and Sme Police officials, re-

A I

radar squadron w Puu
Du:‘gl. saxl, “We doo't kpow
whal we have yer '

Tresme Reves Suafl Wruer

possibly, civilan screntasts,

The Army ssugimeers, be said
were scheduled W armve lale
Thuredsy sughl or early Prday
mornag. Sceatisls were expecti-
ed W be brough! in some lime
today

Unable w0 talk 1o anyepe whe

ba¢ aclually seen Lhe
Gauy
sislen!

object
reporied lhal the cob-
explanaliou of the se-
canly measures 15 that Lbe ov-
xcl—whatever il js—may be
conlamunated with radwoacuviy,
Shape Mystery

The “wmcenlihed flywg ob-
yct (UPO) wag sighied falling
W the earth by Mre. Arnold
Kalp of Acme BD 1 and ber two
chudren. Mss. Kalp, Gally re-
ported, was Dot available w talk
Teursday night, apparently be-
case of the throng of newsmen
sad spectalors, who began ar-
nving o the Kecksburg area
shorlly aller word of the sighi-

Ing was reported

AKDOUgb po epe has Indi-
esed the ite or shape of the
object, Gatly said be talked W
ope farmer m the ares—Dale
Howard, who bves about a mile
from the sceme of the r:poned

About the Lme She objecl re-
poriedly fell

The pearexact locason of the
object. Galtly amermined, 15 500
feel off Legulauve Boule #4214
m ML Pleasan Township,
aboul ome-balf mie cam of
Kecksburg.

Excuement caused by the ap-
parent landmg the Tribune-Re-

Object’ Falls Nc

View reporier said, progucec i
masaive raffic Jam op e small
roads winding around the small
communry of Kecksburg. Many
of the jusi-curous spectalors,
be said, bef! Wbe sceme wDeDn 1o
formed by police tha: Lbey
could pot pet pear e objecl

Newsmen Wait

Newsmen however were
balding Ught, for the mosl pan
W awail some official word

from eitber the US. Army or
e Suale Pasce officials w
charge

The obvious exciimeot arous-
o by the apparemt landing

“sightngs™ all over paris of Lhe
northeasery part of the Unied
States and Canada.

Penlsgon sources w Wash-
ton, D.C., accordiagy W a
United Press Loisrsaliona) dis-
patch, mdiosted the flash could
hive been a melcor

Earlier reports. she UP| dis-
paich said, indicaled Lbe flash
could bave beep a hugr alliluce
Lest rockel fired over Lake Erse.
Buw Naboaa! Guarc anc Air
Force afficaals toid UP! repon-
ers thal no rockeUs bad been
fired

Toe UPL cwspaich wem oa:

“Enc Jobmsor, & reporier for
ar Ene, Pa, teieviaon staion,

said, "It flashed across Lhe
lake, porth porthwest of the
Ene auport eaving s kind of
cloud of smoke behund "

“Raymond Wallings, 2 privale
airplane pilot from Pamesville,
Ohso, said be was fiymg over
Ui lake when he sav Lbe
“fireball’’ and kept has eye on
Il unlil ¥ plummelsd mic Lbe

€

“US. Coast Guare officials
reported a flying object expiod-
e over the Deurou - Windsor
are:  Four vessels were dis-
patchec onio Lake SL Clar bw
were unibie W find any wace
of (he ob)ect

2ar Kecksburg

siems, io part, from dosens of

December 10, 1965
Greensburg, Pa.
Tribune-Reviev
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Kecksburg starring in UFO drama

By Sharon Santus
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

There it was, just off Kecks-
burg’s main road:a large, uniden-
tified, acorn-shaped object that
had fallen from the winter sky
into a creek on the Bill Howard
farm.

Anyway, that's how it will ap-

ear on an upcoming episode of

BC's ' “Unsolved = Mysteries”

when a segment now being filmed

in Kecksburg airs this fall:

A ‘full' production team in-

cluding actors and technicians de-
scended on the tiny Westmore-
land Cotinty community Wednes-
day to begin three days of filming.

“Unsolved ' Mysteries” is re-
creating the 1965 UFO case which
continues to baffle scientists and
paranormal investigators to this
day.

Shortly before sundown on Dec.

9, 1965, witnesses reported seeing
a fiery, bright orange object
streak across the sky over Michi-
gan, the tip of Ontario and west-
ern Lake Erie. The object contin-
ued its descent and finally glided
to earth in a densely wooded area
near Kecksburg. §

Only a few people made it' to the
landing site’ before state police

“and later the military i:!losgd}the

area. : G
< Those who saw.the object de-

:scribe it as'a gold --a’co;n-sha%ed i e o
‘metal craft that did not crash,but? @ %

glided to earth in what appeared

- to be a self-propelled, controlled

‘lan g N A B R Sk g
- _The Air Force maintains the
object was” a meteor, but that
claim has been disputed by wit-

nesses. They say electricity arcing

from the object, and its sharp,
mid-air turns and controlled de-

scent belie the meteor theory.

Shannon McGinn, segment pro-
ducer, said witnesses were inter-
viewed at the Kecksburg Fire
Hall several days ago and addi-
tional interviews were conducted
earlier  this week at Mountain
View Inn, east of Greensburg.

Director Michael Mathis said
Wednesday ' night's . shooting
schedule “included - Kecksburg
Fire Department President Jim

o -
-

ame down. |

When we were on top on the hill, :

we looked down into the ravine
and we saw the blue light lashing. -
The trooper said, “This is as far as
y0u go_"’

Mayes said military personnel

[

. = :

(€ Tribune-Review

Mayes' account of seeing a-blue

: him ‘toward the =

Tribune-Rey

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1990
Publishing Co. 1990

converged at the scene and set up
a command post at the fire hall.
Firemen reported seeing a can-
vas-covered military transport
truck head toward the landing
area and then leave later that
night. The next day, the object
was gone. Researchers theorize
the military loaded the object
onto the truck and drove it to an
' unknown destination.

LUk

.er publicly commented on

e - Association for the Study of the |
ad - Unexpl , - has_ been | re-
Mayes said, . Searching the case from the onset.
“I'miet a state r at the fire = ..He said witnesses who had nev-

: the
to be interviewd by |

-“Unsolved Mysteries.”: '

W “Peogle who have never met
each other are giving identical ac-
counts,” Gordon said. “We don’t
know what the object was, but we
know what it wasn’t. It definitely

was not a meteor.”

*Stan Gordon, director of the |-
e . Greensburg-based Pennsylvania |

—_
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TRIBUNE-REVIEW

1965 Kecksburg UFO case
will resurface on TV show

UFO FROM/A1

Witnesses reported seeing
sparks, blue smoke and electricity
arching from the object.

Robert Bitner, who was then
president of the Kecksburg Fire
Department, said firemen were
dispatched after a caller reported
“something had fallen out of the
sky.” He said when he arrived,
state police and later Army of-
ficers prevented him from going
to the scene.

“T don’t know what rank these
Army guys were, but it was clear
they were big brass, not privates
and sergeants,” Bitner said. “We
were all prepared to go down to

Nsuf?: _scene w1th them, but tbey,_‘

ped us.”

‘The whole back of the truck was covered, so if
they (military) did take something away, you
couldn’tseeit. I m convmced they did.’

 — Robert Bitner -

Bitner said a military troop-
transport truck was driven di-
rectly to the landing site and later
that night was driven away. i

“The whole back of the truck
was covered, so if they did take
something away, you couldn’t see
it,” Bitner said.
they did.” - J

When the area was exammed
the next day, nothing was

The Air Force;mair

“I m convmced.

found; ‘i
ol

clined to comment further. oo

Stan Gordon, director of the
Pennsylvania A'ssociation for the

Study of the Unexplained, said

new evidence has surfaced to-
prove the object was not ameteor.
““People are coming forward -
now who have never talked about
this before,” said Gordon, who -
wi,ll be, featqred extensive _
pto ‘ve learned
eﬂ

before it landed. It seemed to be
self-propelled.”

Gordon said witnesses have de-
scribed symbols on the side of the
object that may indicate it
belonged to a foreign govern-
ment.

John Brandenburg, Ph.D., a
Washington, D.C.,-based theoret-
ical physicist who works in the de-
fense industry, has studied the
Kecksburg case extensively. He
said he is convinced the object
was extraterrestrial.

“If a man-made spacecraft had

fallen out of the sky, it would not
have come down slowly,” Bran-

denburg said. “It would have im-

pacted at such a high speed that it
never would have remained in-
tact. This object was intact.”

Brandenburg, who said the ob-

ject’s slow descent and sharp
turns also rule out a meteor, said
witness accounts clear )ndxcate
the ohJect was not earthly.

S W




<1965 INCIDENT : - » oo -

Kecksburg’s UFO
Mystery Unsolved

ByDAVELESTER
Of The Tnbune-Review

It was shortly before sundown Dec. 9, 1965 that a fiery bright
orange object streaked across the lluvcr Michigan, the tip of
Oontario and western Lake Erie. Descri by one observer pear the
lake as a' firebail. the-brilllant object continued across the—
noriheastern corner of Ohlo (Lorain County) and western Pennsylva-
nia and was seen in at least six states and Canada before it
plummeted to earth in Westmoreland County.

What landed that evening in a densely wooded area near
Kecksburg remains a point of contenuon. The Air Force maintains it
was a meteorite while others insist It was a man-made object — a
fallen satellite, a spy plane or a test vehicle. Still others suggest it
couldhave beenan alienspacecraft.

Despite reports from eyewitnesses that the military retrieved a
large object (rom the woods, concealed It under a tarpaulin and
hauled it away under cover of darkness the Air Force has never
confirmed that anything was found.

If searchers did find something they aren't telling. Twenty years
later the identity of what the military termed an unmidentfied {lying
object remains a mystery shroudedinofficial secrecy

Amateur investigalors say the search for documents that might
offeracluetowhat landed near thesmall rural community has ieato
g:unn( revelations of the disappearance of entire sets of records

longing to a military unit that participated in the search

What 1s known is that the object was of greal interest to the
mulitary and the excitement It generated was not unlike an epic
science fiction drama, says Greensburg's Stan Gordon who has spent
the intervening years atlempting to unravel the mystery of what
landed inthe woods.

"1t was just like War of the Worlds happeming right in our
backyard.” says Gordon. who serves as director of the Pennsylvania
Center for the Study of the Unexplained, a research group that serves
asaclearinghouse for reports of unusual phenomenon.

Curiosity seekers jammed the narrow roads leading to the village
as government officials, the military and media converged on the
scene. Pittsburgh's Allegneny Observatory was deluged with phone
calls from people who reported seeing the object hurtling across the
sky Al various points along the path of the object in Michigan and
Pennsylvanmia came reports that metallic material {ell from the sky.

Seen By Thousands :

The Elyria (Ohio) Chronicle reported that thousands of observers
saw chunks slam into the earth from Lake Erie to Eaton Township, a
municipality aboul 15 miles south of the shorelne. One Elyria
fireman blamed falling fragments for starting 10 small grass firesin
a 1.000-foot area along the east bank of the Black River. In Lorain, a

roup of children playing near a school reported another chunk
smpptd into the school yard. The newspaper re , bowever, that
nownere in the county or state were fragments found.

In Michigan, 40 miles north of Detroit, a deputy sheriff reported
finding a scrap of shredded ieaded foil which may have come from
the fireball. Similar fragmenty were recovered in Midland, Beaver

County.

Gordon, who has interviewegdcivilians who were close to the scene,
says it appears the military blished a direct line with NORAD,
then known as the North Ami Air Defense Command. Records

indicate that among the agencies requesting information was
NASA's Johnson Space Center 1o Houston, which in the days prior to
lunar Iam;np\uuludyw meteors.

Among government and military units summoned to Kecks
were inembers of the 662nd Radar Squadron, a unit locatedata U.
Army support facility 1o Oakdale, and members of Project Blue
Book. a special unit which operated out of Wright-Patterson Alr
Force Base at Dayton, Ohio for Lhe purpose of investigating UFOs.

The search was concentrated io Lhe area of a steep ravine on a

| Contmuns On Puge 4 )

‘Al0

Tribune-Review, Sundoy, December 8, 1985

UFO Landed
O Years Ago

| Comtmse ¢ rarn P e O |
farm about 1'4 miles north of the village Search teams included
stale police troopers from Greensburg and volunteer firemen {rom
Kecksburg. Observers also reported seeing large lead-lined
containers apparently brought in by the military. Geiger counters
were In use and one reporter mentioned (hat the consistent
explanation offered for the Light security was the possible danger of
radioactive conlamination

Shortly before the search was reported to have broken off about 2
a.m_several personsreported seeing a bright, blue light in the woods
about 150 feet from where they were standing on a hillside. The light
suddenly disappeared

Gordon questions whether the search ended with nothing found

Raobert Bitner, who was then chief of Kecksburg's fire
department, recalls seeing a heavy military truck leave the scene
but he said a tarp covered the back, concealing what cargo, if any, it
carried. "1t was covered completely,” says Bitner. “You couldn't tell
ifthere was anything inside.”

Bitner estimates the truck departed the scene about 10 or 1030
E m Other military or government personnel remained on the scene

eeping theravineoff limits

The first indication the military may have retrieved an object
appears in a declassified Air Force memo that states a call was
madetotheOakdale radar unit

“A three-man team has been dispatched to Acme, Pa. to
investigate and pick up an object that started a fire " the memo
reads.

Asnear as Gordon can tell there was no fire although one observer
reported seeingatrailof bluesmokeinthe area

Others reported [eeling a vibration and hearing a sonic boom but
firemen reported no fire in the vicinity at the time

The Air Force s olficial explanation that the object was a meteor
was supported by Dr. Paul Annear, then director of the
Baldwin-Wallace (College) Observatory in Ohio who theorized that it
;A'as actually a shower of meteors which were expected five days

aler

Dr. Nicholas Wagman of the Allegheny Observatory in Pittsburgh
saiditcould have been a meteor from the constellation Gemini

Butseveral UFO researchers discount such explanations

Oneinvesuigator wentsofarastoaltempt tocalculate the speed of
khg objecttodemonstrate that il could not have been a meteor

in an article published a year after the incident, the late Ivan
Sanderson demonstrated that the acrial object made an abrupt turn,
achangeincourse nul possible for a meteor or bolide

Relying on sightings by commercial and private pilots and
observers along the path of the object, Sanderson pinpointed the
directionof travelona map. demonstrating that the object or objects
traveled in a straight line from east of Flint, Mich. over Lake St
Clair to Oberlin and Elyria near Cleveland in a southeast-by-
southerly direction before making a 25-degree turn to the east. From
that point, Sanderson writes, the line of travel was straight through
Midland to Kecksburg

Based on the exact times the object was observed at points along
its path, Sanderson was able to calculate the speed of the so-called
meteor at 1.062.5 miles per hour. {ast {or any man-made object but
comparatively siow for a meteor, the mimimum speed of which has
beenclocked at 27.000 miles per hour

Goradon doubts that in 1965 the U S. possessed a spacecraft or nose
cone withthe capability of executing a 25-degree turnin flight

Like Sanderson. Gordon and Leonard H. Stringfield, a UFO
investigator who lives in Cincinnati, doubt the Pentagon's
explanation of a meteor because of the secrecy displayed by the
nulitary and other government agencies in the mysterious fireball

“What is so secret about a meteorite? It has not been the
responsibility of the military (o pick up meteorites,” says
Stringtield

The researcher says he is certain the military retrieved an object
andsuggests it could have beena U.S. military device, an instrument
of some sort falling from an aenal object.

Gordon 1s of the same opinion. “I've always felt this was a
;'mnm:de device from 2 country unknown that went out of control,”

esays.

One group, Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, which has used FOI
req toobtaint ds of declassilied documents, has come to
realizethat the overnmcnllreauUFOslghlmgsverysenously.

According to Ray Boeche. a member of the CAUS advisory board,
the Air Force has insisted that UFOs have never posed a threat to
national security. But when CAUS went Lo court in 1980 seeking the
release of hundreds of UFO-related documents from the National
Security Agency, the court dismissed the case on the grounds of
national security.

Project Blue Book, the Air Force's 21-year investigation into
UFOs was concluded in 1969 but Boeche says the Air Force remains
very interested in reports of UFO sightings.

Boeche says rumors of the existence of Air Force units that do
nothing but investigate UFOs could be pure speculation but a memo
dated Oct. 20. 1969 [rom Air Force Brig. Gen. Carroll H. Bolender
hints that UFOs would continue to be investigated through existing
intelligence channels. The memo, according to Boeche, also suggests
there were reported UFO cases investigated by outfits other than
Project Blue Book.

Air Force Lt Col. Chuck Wood, director of public affairs at
NORAD headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colo. says the Air Force's
investigation into UFO's ended with Project Blue Book. Reports of
UFO sightings are referred Lo other agencies, including the Federal
Aviation Administration, according to‘VootL

But Stringfield insists there is a special unit of the Blue Berets, an
Air Force outfit which operates covertly in the U.S., investigating
reportsof UFO crashes.

“They are involved behind the scenes.” says Stringfield They
have their orders and they know what to do if they encounter a UFO

Wood says many documents have been declassified and made
available under FOI requests but Boeche says the Air Force has
come to regrel the release of some of those documents because (hey
have given researchers insight into sensitive subjects ~ Things have
apparently shpped through, says Boeche, who attributes the
disclosures tooversight

Perhaps the most interesung aspect of the Kecksburg case
concerns documents Gordon and Boeche have failed to obtain
concerning the 662nd Radar Squadron

The 662nd. whichwasunder NORAD in 1965, was deactivated Dec
31, 1989 According lo Gordon, neither the Army nor Air Force can
locate records of the group

What strikes Gordoun as curious is that the group that
Project Blue Book and the 662nd Squadron were both deaclivaled
during the same month — December | 969

Is it possible that the radar squadron'sreal mission was loretrieve
UFO's?

We're wondering what the mystery is conce
attachedtoan Army support facility in Oakdale
date the umit was deactivated bul they have no records
Gordon

1 find 1t hard to believe the records just vanished. they have (o be
somewhere,” says Boeche

Information Sougt:i

headed

a radar unit
ycantellusthe
sdys

The Pennsylvama Associa- PASU, which serves as 4
tion for the Study of the Unex statewide clearinghouse (or re
plained. an all-volunteer, non- portsof UFOs and otherstira 8¢
profit research group which wouriences ‘«.'u; ¢
investigales the \m“uu LFO rwark ol
sual occurrences IS se Seguin, iexas e largest inter
information concerming the national UFO research organi
incident at Kechspurg and vlner zatwon Gorgonis d.rector vl Ang

UFO sighting

PASU Director Stan Gordon
15 p.HH(H].AH\' interested in
contactuing anyone who served

or has knowledge of the deacu
valed 662nd Radar Squadron. a
umit that was attachedtoa US§

Army support facility in Oak
dale and was involved in the
search of an object believed 10

have crashed near Kecksburg

Pennsylvania MUFON chapter

People can report sightings
and other
confidentially
ridicule or pubhicit
don

All reports are kepltc
tial The Pe
hothine 1s 838
1s PASU. 6 Qakhill Ave  Greens
burg, I’a 15601
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"ARMY ROPES OFF AREA—

‘Unidentified Flying Object’ Falls Ne

An “unidentified flving 662 radar squadron in Pitls- had actually seen the object ing was reporled o view 'v"i""“"" said I‘T;““”"‘(i 4*'
object”— possibly the same burgh said, “We don’'l know Gally reporled that the con- Although _no_one has indi- m.‘lex\v« ‘li*‘llb: u.n‘~ on Iyly.. k,TM!l
one reported seen streaking what we have vet.' sistent explanation of the se- cated lh(; size or shape of fhe I.“IH" ‘,\‘v‘n ng Arﬂil\\.w}l '«" ;:M
acioss  seven  northeastern Tribune Review  Stafl  Writer curity measures is that the ob- ohject, Gatty said he !:\‘lkmlvm fnn’;mnm y r»f l\‘w. shurg. ‘.."'n\
states and  Canada late Robert Gatly reported from the joet—whatever il is—may be one farmer in the IHM' l)«l:l‘ of the I’HU’"H!.M' ; ‘l" v' “! m“y
1hursday afternoon — ap- seens Ihat “us ooe iy belny contaminated with radioaclivily. Howard, who lives :||mu!» a n-n (i‘ I”.,‘.J\I’L "vi the _Hm;\v\,‘ n' :
]);“(-n“v fell to the earth in sliswed near the ebject.t State S'I“] ‘I —" from the scene of the l(‘;vlr‘:l\r-( f.mlnrvl Iy P“l,]’_’.” hm’ ,'_ ey
a secluded wooded area Police officialc (here. he said, s pe Dy ) landing Hn\v\'.'n‘('i r«-pn‘l.lml {m‘!: could not get near the object.
near Keckshurg in West- ordered the arca roped off to The “unidentified flying ob- ing a vibration” and *a ”.‘T”nv Newsmen Wait
moreland County. await the expected arrival of ject” (UFO) was sighted falling about the fime the object re- S , o o

The arca where the object both US. Army enginecers and, to the carth by Mrs. Arnold portedly fell » ’ ]l‘“"“l”"""' ““;‘)“"( , ‘»l"“
Janded was immediately sealed possibly . civilian scientists. Kalp of Aeme RD 1 and her two The near-exac! location of the 101¢ f”L. ent, "j N‘f_l‘llv‘\ lwul
ofl on the order of US Army The Army enugineers, he said children. Mrs. Kalp, Gally re- object, Gatly determined, 1s 500 o awail .*""" 'I'f.l(ml \‘:“"A
and Stale Police officials, re- were <cheduled to arrive lale ported, was not available to talk feet off Legislative Route (i<lLfl4 from _"”'"‘l 1'”‘ U.sS A_'\l’”'.f ol
portedly in anticipation of a Thur<day night or early Friday Thursday night, apparently be- in Mt Pleasant  Township, '»"”‘ State Police officials n
“elose nspection” of whatever morning. Scientists were expecl cause of the throng of newsmen about onc-half mile east of charge
may have fallen c¢d to be hrought in some time and spectators, who hegan ar- Keckshurg The obvious excitment arous-

A spokesman for a team of today riving in the Keckshurg area Excilement caunsed l):\' the ap- ed hy ‘ the apparent landing
ridar experts from the Army's Unable to talk to anyone who shorlly after word of the sight- parent landing, the Tribune-Re- stems, in part, from dozens of

)ll December 10, 1965
ec S u‘ ‘ Greensburg, Pa
o sreensbhu ;,,‘ a.
' Tribune-Review
¢ Yapge Story
“sightings” all over parts of the sald, “lt flashed soross the Front Page )
northeastern part of (he United fuke, north northwest of
States and Canada. e Y o : :
Erie airport leaving a kind of

Pentagon sources in Wash- ¥ o o
tfon. D.C. #ccording 1o & cloud of smoke hchind it.

United Press Internationa] dis- “Raymond Wallings, a privale
patch, indicated the flash could airplane pilot from Painesville,
have heen a meteor. Ohio, said he was flying over

Earlier reports, the UPI dis- the lake when he saw the
patch said, indicated the flash “fireball”” and kept his eye on
could have been a high altitude it until it plummeted info the
test rocket fired over Lake Erie. lake.

But National Guard and Air “US. Coast Guara officials
Force officials told UPI report- reported a flying object explod-
ers that no rockets had been ed over the Dectroit - Windsor
fired. area. Four vessels were dis-

The UPI dispatch went on: patched onto Lake St. Clair but

“Eric Johnson, a reporter for were unahle to find any {race
an Erie, Pa., television station, of the object.
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Celebration to mark 50th year |
of Kecksburg fire department

By John Wislocki
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Most Kecksburg residents will
be putting the eerieness of the
Meteor Road mystery 24 years
ago behind them when the Com-
m3unity Day Parade occurs Aug.
13.

Months of preparation have
been under way to make the mu-
sic-filled occasion a success.

“After all,” said Kecksburg
Fire Chief Ron Struble, “it isn't
every day you celebrate your 50-
year anniversary.”
~ Kecksburg, on that special day
in August, intends to honor the
half-century service of its volun-
teer fire department.

While other departments have
been in the business of dousing
flames longer, Kecksburg grew up
small and remains comfortable in
its surroundings.

Founding father John Martin
Keck settled in the valley in the
1860s. Later he created the soft
drink business that is now worth
millions and in 1906 helped start
the telephone company.

All that once glittered in Kecks-
burg will be remembered Aug. 13,
and some of those memories will
be carried home in the form of
belt buckles with a photograph of
the department’s 1948 Mack fire
truck or baseball-style caps em-
blazoned with anniversary mess-
ages.

Thousands are expected to at-
tend the community’s street fair
the last week of July to dine on
hometown cooking while strolling
past exhibits.

- Those who will dine on slaws
and slivers of meat will drink from
the town'’s fountain of cola, which
flows from the headwaters of the
nearby Pepsi-Cola bottling plant.

More of the same is anticipated
on Community Day.

Officials from the soft drink
king and the town’s telephone
company are expected to be in the
parade, said Struble.

“You wouldn’t believe how
much work goes into this,” he
said, walking from the social hall
to the fire station.

. Heenvisions floats and glad tid-
ings.

Noteworthy events {rom the de-
partment’s past have been com-

| ByThe Tribune-Review

There’s no telling who'll show
up in Kecksburg Aug. 13 when
| the Community- Day Parade -

‘| trumpets the 50th anniversary

| of the Kecksburg Volunteer
| Fire Department.

A chance exists that someone
| will boldly go beyond inspiring
| tales of firetighting heroics into
another world to debate wheth-
er a UFO or meteor landed in a
wooded area off Meteor Road —
that’sright, METEORROAD —
24 years ago.

Talk threatens to climb be-
yond the stratosphere ever
since a Japanese television
crew visited the area in Mt.
Pleasant Township earlier in
the year. The footage shet —no
one seems to know what will be
highlighted — will form part of
a two-hour special scheduled to
air in that country later in the
year, possibly. September.

Lore about what happened on
Dec. 9, 1965, encroaches on the
Zone of Beyondo Bizzaro. )

The Gilice of Special Iaves-
tigations at Wright-Patterson.
Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio,
won't comment on whether its
personnel were running around
Meteor Road that day. -

The township supervisors
thought enough of what oc-

byway as Meteor Road. As ex-
pected, the road: signs disap-
pear as fast as a shooting star,
said township: Secretary Ray.

“They’re a big item,” he says.
.- Kecksburg Fire Department
President Jim Mayes was on the

into a field as military person-
nel, state police and a swarm of
authorities converged to do
something mysterious and keep
arearesidents from seeing it.

curred: then to christen the

road that day, looking down.

'Road still unsolved

. er, covered with a tarp and

: thorities arrived.

“Iremember it like it was yes-
terday,” said Mayes. “We had
the four-wheel-drive truck and |
we took the military on down.
They kept people there all |

i
|
night. There was a tractor- i

trailer and a couple other vehi-
cles, and I still say they took
something out of there. The big
thing about it was the blue
blinding lights — like a timing
light.”

The field of Jerome and
Valeria Miller was tramped
through by Boy Scouts a day
later, searching for the magnet
that would later draw college
students from the University of
Colorado and the film crew
from Japan.

Valeria Miller was not at
home at the time of the most fa-
mous drop-in since John Martin
Keck started the wvillage of
Kecksburg in the 1860s.

Stan Gordon, who heads the
Pennsylvania Association for
the Study of the Unexplained,
hasn’t completely ruled out that
space debris — and not a UFO
— went down in the area.

But the easier to swallow sug-.
gestion has choked one eyewit-
ness who disputed that theory
in talking with Gordon.

The eyewitness, idéntified
only as Pete by Gordon, said the
object resembled a giant metal
acorn and contained writing
that “looked like hierog-
lyphics” on part of its raised
surface. The.abject was suppos-
edly loaded onto a flatbed trail-

hauled to an unknown lacation.

Gordon is in search of more
witnesses who might want to
come forward on what made the
noise heard around the world,
and whether, just by chance,
anyone might have seen any-
thing leave that area before au-

cwining nanltrv ta nav aff raffla

it" van dan’t raallv bnaw nntil ha

| |
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KECKSBURG INCIDENT STILL A MYSTERY AFTER 30 YEARS
Witnesses Say Military Found Structured Object, Not Meteorite

[The Kecksburg Incident of 1965 numbers among a handful of alleged UFO crash
recoveries for which there is substantial eyewitness testimony and
documentary evidence. Stan Gordon is the foremost civilian investigator of
this incident and is calling for further eyewitness assistance to finally
resolve what really happened. CNI News thanks Stan for permission to reprint
the following story, which ran in a number of Pennsylvania newspapers in
early December, 1895.]

By Stan Gordon

It was late afternoon on December 9, 1865, when a large fireball was
reported in the sky from Canada as well as sections of Michigan, Indiana,
Ohio and Pennsylvania. The bright aerial object caused much excitement as it
passed over the Pittsburg and Greensburg area. At about 4:47pm, according to
a number of observers, the object dropped slowly into a wooded ravine near
the rural community of Kecksburg in Westmoreland County [Pennsylvania]. Many
observers thought that an aircraft was on fire. It was later determined by
local authorities that no airplanes were missing. It is reported that after
the object had fallen, various types of activity began to occur around this
village during the next few hours.

Volunteer firemen began to search a large wooded area for a possible downed
aircraft. Many witnesses describe military personnel and equipment arriving
in the area. Pittsburg area radio and TV dicussed reports about the
sightings, and hundreds of curious people descended on the area to try to
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The late John Murphy, who at the time was the news director for WHJB radio

in Greensburg, reported that he was on the scene when the state police, fire
marshall and other investigators arrived. They went down into the area with
a gelger c9unter. Later after returning, they were approached by Murphy; and
when the fire marshall was asked about what was found, among his comments
were, "You better get your information from the Army."

Firemen drove military officers on a fire vehicle down through the fields
toward the wooded impact site, but these firemen were not permitted to go
near the object. Various observers claim that the military utilized a small
farm house near the impact site, as well as the Keckburg Fire Department
truck station as a command center during the evening of the event.

A narrow country road overlooking the wooded area which was the target of
the search was jammed with the curious. Among the crowd were reporters and
cameramen from area TV, radio and newspaper sources. During the evening, the
firemen helped state police block off roads around the alleged crash site.
As the night wore on, the crowd slowly began to disperse, since it was too
far away to see anything from that location in the dark.

That evening people reported seeing a military flatbed trailer truck moving
in the direction of the reported impact location. The trailer went in empty,
but returned later with a military jeep escort, loaded with a large object
shaped like a bell and covered with a tarpaulin.

Word spread around to those in the area that night that what was found was a
meteorite. Independent eyewitnesses who were able to get into the woods
before the military arrived claimed that they came across an object which
was consturcted and was not a meteorite. They described a large solid
metallic object large enough for a man to stand inside of. The object was
shaped like an acorn, was of an odd gold bronze-copper color and was one
solid metal structure. Just above the bottom of the object was a bumper-like
area, which had upon it unusual markings described as looking similar to
Egyptian hieroglyphics.

The next day the state police reported that nothing was found, and the
report from the Pentagon was that what was seen was likely a meteor passing

through the sky.

In recent years, information has come forth that the object was transported
that night to Lockborne Air Force Base in Columbus, Ohio, for a short
stayover. The object then was transported to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
in Dayton, Ohio. It is at that location that informants tell us the object
was sealed up under special conditions inside of a building. Where the
object is today is not known.

I have spent years searching for the truth about what happened at Kecksburg,
and I have attempted to identify what it was that reportedly fell from the
sky that day. We do have confirmation that a Soviet satellite, actually a
Venus probe called KOSMOS 96, did re-enter the Earth’s atmosphere at 3:18
a.m. in Canada on that same date. KOSMOS 96 can’t be ruled out as a source
of this mystery. Some of those who saw the object, however, are not
convinced of a man-made explanation and believe that the object could have
been of extraterrestrial origin. Regardless of what this object was, one fo
the biggest mysteries about the event is our government’'s position on this

occurrence.

I have in my possession a copy of the Air Force Project Blue Book report
concerning the Kecksburg (aka Acme) incident. The contents show a great deal
of interest in the sighting from various government agencies. More
importantly, it verifies that three men from the 862nd Radar Squadron, which
was then based in Pittsburg, were involved in the search for the object. The
report states: "A three man team has been dispatched to Acme to investigate

an obi tarted " ‘ ates that the



éarch continued until about 2 a.m. and that nothing was found.

I have obtained the records for December of 1965 of the 662nd Radar
Squadron. Interestingly, even though the Air Force report and newspaper
accounts verify that personnel from that unit were involved at Kecksburg,
there is no mention of this activity in their records. This appears to
indicate that this mission was classified.

The personnel from that unit would have been Air Force. Many observers at
Kecksburg describe seeing Army equipment and soldiers as well. My search for
military and government documents that would verify this incident continues.
There have been numerous attempts for years to obtain such material.
Informants have told me that such documents did exist on the Kecksburg
recovery. In 1994 another attempt was made to find out about any special
recovery or search activity in the area near Kecksburg.

Among the information received were the facts that a search by combined
intelligence center officials of the U.S. Space Command/NORAD intelligence
data center revealed no unusual re-entry phenomena which would have
triggered a special recovery or search activity in the designated region
during the period of December 1-15, 1965. The official contacted indicated,
however, that the records from 30 years ago may not be reliable.

In another correspondence from May, 1995, our government s position on the
Kecksburg incident is stated as follows: "Officially the military has
completely denied any involvement directly or indirectly with any events
surrounding the Kecksburg area on the evening of December 9, 1965."

The military s claim of no involvement at Kecksburg conflicts with multiple
eyewitnes testimony, national and local news accounts, and more importantly
their own Air Force records which I have on file. Something happened 30
yvears ago in Western Pennsylvania. The Kecksburg incident has attracted a
great amount of public interest, and it continues to draw national and
international attention.

Among the many eyewitnesses that night at Kecksburg were news reporters who
saw and talked witih military personnel. The office manager of WHJB radio in
Greensburg at the time has stated that she helped to handle the large number
of phone calls that the station was receiving about the sightings of the
object. She says that among those calling were the military, who were asking
for information about what was seen and requesting directions to the site.

On this 30th anniversay of the Kecksburg incident, I am making an appeal to
the public for information on this case, as well as support in asking your
Congressional representatives to conduct an investigation on this matter,
where witnesses can describe what took place and documentation can be
presented. I am asking any person who was at Kecksburg on that date and
observed any activity associated with this event, or who saw the object, to
contact me. Any information about what you saw, no matter how small, is
important in solving this matter. If you were part of the military operation
that night at Kecksburg, please contact me. If you have any photographs or
other evidence that pertain to this event, or newsclippings from that time,
I would like to hear from you. You may contact me confidentially.

[Stan Gordon can be contacted by mail at: 6 Oakhill Avenue, Greensburg, PA
15601; or by phone or fax at: 412-838-7768. Confidentiality, if requested,
will be guaranteed.]
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From: Dean Phillip Kawipe

To: Dean Kanipe

Subject: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania (fwd)
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 19385 11:39PM

—————————— Forwarded message -----——-—-—---
Date: Fri, 28 Sep 1985 12:59:12 -0400 (EDT)
From: Dean Phillip Kawipe <dpk®acpub.duke.edu>
To: Dean Kanipe <kanip001@mc.duke.edu>,

Dean Phillip Kanipe <dpk®acpub.duke.edu>
Subject: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania (fwd)

---------- Forwarded message -------=---

Date: Thu, 28 SEP 95 10:46:00 -0500

From: Daveb Edwards <daveb.edwards@canrem.com>
Newgroups: alt.paranet.ufo

Subject: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania

On 08-20-95 (12:46) MACGREG®AOL.COM wrote:
Subj: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania

To all,

This is a serious inquiry soliciting information from anyone who
has information to offer concerning the crash of an object near
Kecksburg, Pennsylvania, on December 9, 1985. If you have any
knowledge of this event, please send email to me (MacGreg) on
AOL, or to mrmac@vms.cis.pitt.edu Or you can call Stan Gordon at
(412) 838-7788. Stan is probably the most knowlegeable of those
who have investigated this event.

VVVVVVVVYV
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The Kecksburg crash is still controversial, but the evidence, i.e.,

the

> facts provide evidence which indicates the extraordinary nature of

this ‘
> event. Anonymity is guaranteed. And you will be making an important

> contribution to the resolution of a mystery. In some respect, this

affects

> us all.
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Connection BBS (705.737.3030 705.737.0728) for those who may
not be familar with it. Some Roswell files and autopsy pics in

..JPG format are also available, as well as UFO.LST- a listing of

all our UFO files, from file ares BROWSE. Anything in the BROWSE
library is free to all.

Don’t know if there is any new info in this file, but here it
is:

SIRIUS CONNECTION SYSOP NOTE:

This file consists of an electronic version of the UFO Update
newsletter, a companion publication to a UFO related tv
program. This program is aired on Warner Cable’'s public
access in Cincinnati, Ohio.

[snip]
o The Kecksburg, Pennsylvania incident revisited with
new witnesses

Sirius Connection can neither prove nor disprove claims or
statements made in this file. Readers are advised to read and
draw their own conclusions.

Date: 02-27-84 (20:55)
Tos: ALL
From: DALE FARMER
Subj: UFO Update Newsletter

Hi Everyone

My name is Dale and I belong to a local group of UFO

researchers in the Cincinnati, Ohio area. Besides going out into
the field we produce a tv program. This program is aired on
Warner Cable’s public access in Cincinnati. Along with the tv
program we have a newsletter that reflects the program but also
provides information on the UFO phenomenon.

I hope this is of interest to you all.

YVol. 1, No. 1 UFO Update Jan./Feb 1984
Premiere Issue

Welcome to UFO Update newsletter. This publication is not

simply a companion piece for the UFO Update cable access program,

but an informative and -- hopefully -- thought provoking forum on
the UFO phenomenon.

[snip]
Send your correspondence to
UFO Update Newsletter

239 East State Road
Cleves, Ohio, 45002-1369

[snip]
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(T;—zhe late afternoon hours of December 3, 1965, something

fell from the sky and landed in a wooded ravine Just west of
Kecksburg, Pennsylvania. There was concern that it might be a
small airplane, and the fire department responded to the scene.
Four teams of rescuers combed the area and eventually something
was found. It wasn't an airplane, it just may have been something
not of this world.

Shortly after the firefighters made their find, a detail from
the Air Force’'s 662nd Radar Squadron, based near Pittsburgh,
arrived to seal off the area. More troops and a flatbed truck
soon arrived and the object was remove from the ravine and
spirited away. Stan Gordon, MUFON state director for Pittsburg
who has studied the case for over ten years, has gathered
government documents that indicate that as many as 212
military personnel were on the scene that night.

According to eyewitnesses the object appeared bell- or
acorn-shaped and measured ten feet long by eight feet wide. It
was bronze colored and adorned with a collar near its rounder
end. On the collar were etched strange figures that resembled no
earthly language.

Thg original, official explanation was that the Kecksburg
object was a meteorite. Clearly, the eye-witness descriptions
eliminate this rationale.

A more recent identification has been offered by NASA

scientist, James Oberg. Although there is no record of such an
event, he contends that the object was a Russian payload. The Air
Force arrived to take it away so that its heat shield could be
analyzed. One would also hope they studied what made it
shatterproof, too! After all, an accidental re-entry

is a high velocity event, and any manmade object would either
burn-up in transit or disintegrate upon impact with the earth.

Both the meteorite and Russian satellite theories are ruled

out by another interesting point: the object flew no faster than
a small airplane and made no fewer than four sharp course changes
before touching down in Kecksburg. The descent was powered and
controlled. If it had been a manned Soviet capsule, we would have
been accused of somehow shooting it down to steal Russian space
science secrets! Sorry, Dr. Oberg, try again.

So, what did become of the Kecksburg UFO? Most likely it was
shipped to Wright-Patterson where the Foreign Technologies
Division would try to take it apart. There is, in fact some
testimony that might bear that out.

Kecksburg Connection

On September 19, 19390, NBC’'s UNSOLVED MYSTERIES aired a
re-enactment of the Kecksburg incident. It was a evenhanded
treatment that featured comments from eyewitnesses and Stan
Gordon. Soon after the broadcast, Gordon was overwhelmed with
calls from viewers who thought they might add some information to
the case. One of the callers was an Ohio man who claimed to have
seen the acorn shaped object a few days after the Kecksburg event
while delivering bricks to property adjacent to Wright-Patterson.

Gordon passed this story on to a local investigator Len
Stringfield. Stringfield, assisted by researcher Brian Thompson,
pursued the case and interviewed the witness. At the time, the
aeource opreferred tn



3 s

The following is a summary of his testimony:

MYYOQ and his cousin, "JS", delivered a large inventory of
Special glazed bricks to Wright-Patterson just a few days after
the Kecksburg event. Curiously, the order came through the Navy.
Tbe bricks were to be used to construct a double-thick, lead
lined structure 50 x 80 feet in size, inside an already existing
red brick building.

After following a jeep bearing an officer (possibly a general)
and a driver to the site, they were left to unload the bricks.
Myron noticed that there were several men dressed in what
resembled decontamination suits scurrying about. He also
recognized the Navy officer who had selected and ordered the
special brick. After some time, Myron took a break from his
labors. His curiosity got the best of him, so he decided to have
a look at what was so important. The security officers had
apparently grown used to Myron’s presence and failed to check his
approach soon enough.

Although his glimpse was brief before being hustled back to the
brick delivery by a guard, Myron claimed to have seen plenty.
There, inside the building and supported by metal scaffolding was
a bell- shaped object about ten feet tall.

Although Myron describes the object as bell-shaped, it was

his viewing of the UNSOLVED MYSTERIES program that caused him to
contact Stan Gordan. In fact, when asked by Stringfield if
"acorn-shaped"” was a suitable description, Myron agreed it was.

Myron’'s story is supported by his cousin, JS, who was able to
add his own observation.

The day before he worked with Myron, JS had made a solo run to
Wright-Patterson with the first load of bricks. He recalled
seeing a flatbed trailer near the red brick building. It s cargo,
although covered with a tarp, was "liberty bell" shaped and stood
eight to ten feet tall.

Clearly, there is a strong indication that Myron and JS witnessed
the arrival and initial analysis of the Kecksburg object at
Wright-Patterson. But there are some gquestions that must be
asked:

Why were the bricks ordered through the Navy?

If the Navy was the investigative body, why wasn’t
the object taken to a naval base?

Was this action directed by the Joint Chief of Staff?

The implications are astounding and suggest that the Kecksburg
object was considered by the U.S. military as a violator of
American air space.

For an in-depth examination of the Kecksburg episode, the

reader is encouraged to consult UFO CRASH/RETRIEVALS: THE INNER
SANCTUM by Leonard Stringfield. THE ROSWELL INCIDENT, UFO CRASH
AT ROSWELL, and CRASH AT CORONA are all still available through
local bookstores.

[snip]

ED- Perhaps this will shed some additional 1light?
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KECKSBURG CRASH CONTROVERY REMAINS UNRESOLVED

By Kim Opatka
Bulletin Staff Writer

This article examines one of the most talked about and controversial UFO
incidents, involving the apparent crash of what has been termed a meteorite
by some and an alien craft by others, near Kecksburg, Pennsylvania on
December 9, 1965.

The object was first seen streaking across the sky, with thousands from
Michigan to New York witnessing a brilliant ball of fire which left a smoke
trail, visible for about 20 minutes after it passed.

Many, including pilots who observed it, thought it was an aircraft which was
on fire. Reports of debris from the object were made in many states, and an
Ohio fire department was called to extinguish 10 small fires in an area
where witnesses said they saw flaming fragments falling from the sky.

Shock waves were reported by pilots, and a seismograph near Detroit recorded
a shock, wrote investigator Stan Gordon, of Pennsylvania Association for the
Study of the Unexplained (PASU) in a recent journal article. The crash has
been a pet project of the Greensburg man "since the night it happened," he
said, noting he is still trying to obtain information on the incident.

Although the military eventually labelled the object a meteor, as did the
Associated Press account published in The Bulletin the day after the crash,
Gordon says recent evidence, including the discovery of a man who saw the



was a teenager ghen " said John (not his real name). "I i
p ) t was in the early
part of December and there was a little snow and a little rain, and mud."”

getwas called to the scene after the 4:44 p.m. crash as a fireman from the
atrobe area, to search for the crashed object.

I had seen a fiery object in the sky. I can’t say exactly which direction
bu§ i1t was coming from the north. It was not too much longer and the fire
whistle went off," he said. "I answered the call and was told they needed a
search team because at the time they believed it was a downed aircraft. And
I thought, "My God, this is what I have just seen’."

When firemen arrived at the Kecksburg Fire Hall, maps were reviewed and
groups were given sections to search.

"It was getting semi-dusk and we had flashlights. We were taken in the back
of a truck and dropped off and told to go "this way’ which we did. I was not
on the initial contact team. Another team found the object.

"It was definitely, unequivocally, positively, absolutely no aircraft,
plane, helicopter or rocket, at least not to my knowledge. It was in an area
that was part field and part woods and we went down to investigate,” he
said.

"We found the object had crashed at a 30 to 40 degree angle, and had broken
off numerous tree branches in its impact path. My initial reaction was 'This
is no airplane.” I observed no shrapnel, no breaking up of the fuselage. It
was one solid piece, no doors, no windows.

"Preliminary searches found no bodies or casualties. It was shaped like an
acorn, laying on its side, like the acorn nut is in its shell when it’'s on a
tree,"” he explained. "I ve been a machinist for 24 years and I 've worked
with a tremendous amount of different metals, and I have never seen any type
of metal that looked even close to that."

John said the object was not broken, "not even cracked, just dented a bit.
It did not give off smoke, steam or vapors, at least none that we could
see. "’

Reports from neighbors in the area said it had given off a faint trail of
blue smoke, which disappeared after the crash.

He described the portion visible as between eight and 10 feet long, six and

seven feet across, and said a man of average height would probably have had

little trouble standing up inside it. The crater it ploughed into the ground
was "rectangular in shape."”

John said the state police were there and the area was soon gquarantined.

“They drove us out. It was late at night when we finally got back to the
fire hall and it had been completely taken over by the military. They were
carrying in large pieces of equipment, radios and such, and they had armed
guards posted outside so nobody could get in or out. The firemen were thrown
out. We weren’'t even allowed in to use the bathroom.

“The military had control of the whole operation,” John recalled. "After a
while we saw a flat bed truck come by with some other military equipment, a
crane or something.

"It was not too much longer, an hour, an hour and a half, when the trucks
came back and there was a large object on the back of the flat bed, covered
by a tarp, with military escorts front and back. I got the feeling that if
you had stepped on the road you were dead meat. They weren’'t stopping for
anything."”



ANchough Lhe object was later said to be a meteorite, John doesn 't buy that
explanation.

"It had writing on it, not like your average writing, but more like ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphics. It had sort of a bumper on it, like a ribbon about
six to 10 inches wide, and it stood out. It was elliptical the whole way
around and the writing was on this bumper. It’s nothing like I 've ever seen,
and I'm an avid reader. I read a lot of books on Egypt, the Incas,
Peruvians, Russians and I've never to this day come across anything that
looked like that."

John notes that later it was denied that the object was even a meteorite,
and the military "denied they were even in the area. But I know there were
Air Force and Army personnel involved. It was like they just came out of the
woodwork."

Gordon s research has revealed that one of the military groups involved was
most likely to be the 662nd Radar Sgquadron, based at the Oakdale Armoury,
located near Greater Pittsburgh International Airport.

The squadron was found to be under the control of the Aerospace Defense
Command, and attempts to get information on the Kecksburg crash, through the
Freedom of Information Act, have not provided much to go on.

One response said there had been no record of the squadron being activated
on that date, Gordon said, wondering how so much equipment and personnel
could be activated while the monthly report showed no entry on Dec. 9.

Through his research, Gordon says he knows the Air Force was still
investigating UFO cases at the public level then, and that it was apparently
the Project Blue Book staff which contacted the 662nd sgquadron. Subseguent
reports have led him to theorize that even the Project Blue Book staff was
not made aware of objects which could "affect national security,” and that
some intelligence teams investigated crashes of "foreign space vehicles.”

Another strange occurrence that night, Gordon said, was reports by some
civilians that radiation was released. He explained that some children
playing in the area had reportedly been told by military personnel that that
was a possibility, and men in decontamination suits were allegedly seen at
the site later the next day.

Although he has considered the possibility that the object could have been
space debris or a test device, Gordon says documents and evidence obtained
in the last few years lead more in the direction of it being a "true UFOD."
John concurs. "It was definitely not of this planet. At the time I was a
skeptical teen, but when you see something like that you don’'t forget it.
When you get called out like that from the fire department you think you 're
going out looking for an aircraft of some sort, not a UFO.

“I°11 never forget it. I still want to know what the hell it was."
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WITNESS SAW KECKSBURG OBJECT AT WRIGHT-PAT

The popular NBC television series "Unsolved Mysteries" ran a lengthy
re-enactment of the Kecksburg incident on September 13, 19380 (it has been
replayed several times since). Following the showing, Stan Gordon received
calls from several people who claimed further information. Gordon enlisted
the aid of well-known UFO crash investigator, the late Leonard Stringfield,
in interviewing two of these witnesses. As reported by Stringfield in his
"Status Report VI: The Inner Sanctum” (July 1881, p. 56-8), these two people
were cousins who worked together for a large brick and tile company in Ohio.

Stringfield calls them Myron and JS.

These witnesses said they delivered a special order of unusual glazed bricks
to a large building adjacent to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio, a few days following the reported Kecksburg incident of December 9,
1985. JS made one delivery by himself and told Stringfield he saw a large
bell-shaped object sitting on a flatbed trailer, covered with a tarpaulin,
just outside the building. The next day, Myron and JS each drove a truckload
of bricks to the same location. They were met by military personnel who
escorted them to the designated unloading spot, just outside the large
building. Myron says he too saw the trailer, now empty, which he described
as an "Army 35 foot long tri-axel lowboy." The area was abuzz with activity.
Both witnesses said that many of the military personnel were Navy.

Myron said they took quite a while to off-load the bricks by hand, and that
they observed many military personnel in some kind of protective outfits
coming and going from the building. At one point, he wandered over to an
open door and peeked inside. He told Stringfield he saw the bell-shaped
object very clearly inside. A scaffold had been erected next to it, from
whirh asveral m nn_the
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vécht was about ten feet tall and somewhat less than ten feet wide at the
¥base. JS (who only saw the object shrouded in a tarp) made a similar size
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estimate. Myron also said that the object showed signs of charring but was
obviously metallic and mostly bronze colored.

Both Myron and JS said they observed workers with welding or cutting
equipment. Myron later saw one of the welders outside the building and asked
him what he was doing. The worker, Myron says, told him that they had
attempted to open the object with a variety of cutting tools but had so far
failed. Myron said the worker also alluded to the interior of the object
being "hot," probably meaning radiation; and he mentioned the possibility of
bodies inside.

Myron told Stringfield that the specialized brick was to be used to build a
double-walled, lead-lined enclosure suitable for housing an object that
might leak radiation.

Wright-Patterson was the headquarters of the Air Technical Intelligence
Center, where any recovered aircraft-related object of possibly foreign
origin would be taken for investigation. Thus it is perfectly plausible that
the object found at Kecksburg, if not obviously a meteor, would be taken to
Wright-Patterson. Where that object is today, however, remains unknown.

Over the years, various theories have been put forth to explain the
Kecksburg object. As this story was being readied for distribution, ISCNI
received a note from a "good authority" (who asked for anonymity) who said
he knew for certain that the Kecksburg object was the remains of a Soviet
satellite. He said the military was highly concerned because they knew the
object contained a small nuclear reactor on board -- the Soviets perfected
small, efficient reactors suitable for space applications well ahead of the
U.S. -- but they were equally impressed that the shielding around the
reactor had withstood both reentry and hard landing.

This is a plausible, though not substantiated, explanation for the Kecksburg
incident. It this theory is true, however, it should now be possible to get
a complete accounting from the military. Today, the U.S. and Russians are
sharing nuclear technology for space applications. Thus, there is no longer
any reason to withhold the truth about Kecksburg, if it was a 30 year-old
Soviet satellite. On the other hand, many researchers do not believe this
theory to be true and remain convinced the best explanation for Kecksburg is
extraterrestrial.
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Hello Grant,

I am sending this via AOL as our systems at the University of Pittsburgh shut
down Sunday night for maintenance. The following is the information you
requested. I can send you hard copy if you wish, which includes a national
weather map with conditions, fronts, etc. I suppose you have a copy of the
article discussing the incident which appeared in the December 10, 1965 is
of the Pittsburgh Press? If not, I can send you this as well.

U e

—How many universities are there in Pittsburgh?

Technically, there are three universities in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania:
Carnegie Mellon University
Duguesne University
University of Pittsburgh

There are also several colleges in the immediate Pittsburgh area:
Carlow College
Community College of Allegheny County
Chatham College
La Roche College
Point Park College
Robert Morris College
St. Francis College

_ _Who was the President at the University of Pittsburgh in 19657
After Litchfield, there was an interim Chancellor at Pitt, 1965-88 ---

Stanton C. Crawford.

__Time of sunset on December 9, 1965
From the Pittsburgh Press, December 9, 1965 -- 4:53 p.m.

_ _Weather conditions on December 9, 1965
From the Pittsburgh Press, Thursday, December 9, 13865
“"For period ending 8:30 am 12/10/85 ---Mostly sunny and mild this
afternoon and Friday. Partly cloudy and mild tonight. High temperature in the
city this afternoon 50. Low in the suburbs tonight 35. High Friday 52.
Barometer reading at 3:00 pm 30.21, falling."
Detailed forecast for Western Pennsylvania: "Considerable cloudiness this
morning becoming mostly sunny this afternoon and a little warmer. High today
in the 40s except low 50s in extreme southwest. Variable cloudiness tonight
and a little cooler, low 25 to 33. Friday, fair and not quite so warm.
Downtown temperature readings reported by the United States Weather Bureau:
1:00 p.m. 48
2:00 p.m. 47
3:00 p.m. 48



>From the Pittsburgh Press, Friday, December 10, 19865
"Mostly cloudy and turning cooler today, high 36-46. Temperatures at
Pittsburgh 24 hours ending at 7:30 a.m. today --- Highest 52, Lowest 40.

Downtown temperature readings reported by the United States Weather Bureau:
Midnight 48

1:00 a.m 45
2:00 a.m 45
3:00 a.m 43
4:00 a.m 44
5:00 a.m 44
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94 A HISTORY OF UFO CRASHES

created by the big hydrogen space bomb test held later in the
Pacific hundreds of miles high.*'

That notation is not in the Las Vegas file, but in the Utah
file. And it suggests that radars in other parts of the country
from New York to California tracked the object. The flight
time, according to the Las Vegas sighting report, was thirty-

two minutes, much too long for a meteor. A meteor would -

cross the United States much faster. And it means that the ob-
ject, whatever it was, was not a meteor.

With the cases separated, the air force was able to deal
with them piecemeal. The Utah case could become a bohdg.
Robert Kadesch, a scientist not involved with the U_FO proj-
ect at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base or the Foreign Tech-
nology Division, made a plausible witness. His statement,
reported throughout the country, sounded good, when the tes-
timony of the other witnesses is overlooked.

It is easy to accept the Air Force explanations of the c[z;se
if they are taken as separate events. It is easy to believe t]?t
the Utah sightings were the result of a meteor, although the

¥ . original investigators, Crouch and Brion, said that they had

o explanation for the sightings. . _—
’ ’I'hig also reveals that the air force was not interested 1rll in
vestigation or solving riddles. They were interested in ¢ tiai.
ing cases, slapping a label on them and letting it go at that.

We know it because they interviewed the Utah witnesses such .

inson and Floyd Evans. They Znt_emewed a dozen
?wsiulieorsgs?l;ome of whom described the object and wh; bs:;d
it was close to the ground.* They knew that powg:rhha sg
knocked out in Nephi but reported only that the lig .}. 1:vasi .
bright it affected the photoelectric cells in Eureka. they g
nored the information that didn’t fit with the bolide theory.

Something extremely extraordinary happened on the night

i i ies of explana-
April 18, 1962. The air force offered a series o
ggnspignoring the facts. But the witnesses who were there

know the truth. They saw something from outer space, and it

was not a meteor. It was a craft from another world.

7 | Jé' ,l]‘f f
)é al D. ‘&d 4@’9" MW

§ rounds it all. Like much of the UFO crash/retri
4 enon, there are many questions and few answers.

@

Decemser 9, 1965:
KecksBurG, PENNSYLVANIA

The events that took place at Kecksburg might be considered
unique because of the circumstances that surrounded them.
There is no question that something happened, and there is no
question that the air force alerted the highly classified Project
Moon Dust, and there is no Question that controversy sur-

eval phenom-

It was late in the day,

Just before 5 pm. Eastern Standard
Time, on December 9, 1

965, when a fireball flashed through

4 e evening sky. It was seen first over Canada, then by thou-

sands in Michigan and Ohio.! Over the northern edge of
Ohio, near Cleveland, it might have made a slight turn, and
then it headed southeast, toward Pennsylvania.2

At 4:47 pm., the object struck the ground southeast of
Pittsburgh, near the small town of Kecksburg.? In its wake it
bad left thousands of stunned witnesses, and debris reported
 have fa_llen from it started fires near Elyria, Ohio. Near
Lapgcr, Michigan, bits of metal rained down. Phone lines to
shenff’s offices, police departments, and the news media
were Jammed as callers reported the sighting ¢

Sometime after 6:30 p.m. Frances Kalp called radio station

WHIB in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, where she talked to John

Murphy, the news director. Murphy was in the middle of a

nightly news di_gest. but he interviewed her for the breaking
fory of the object.® She told him that the object or fireball
bad crashed into the woods near her home. Her children had

95
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. “a four pointed star.””’
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wanted to walk down to where her son said he’d seen “a star
on fire.” At first she gave permission, but then decided
against it, following the children and calling them back.
Kalp caught the children about half a mile from the crash
site. There was smoke climbing out of the trees, and there
was a bright object off to one side. Kalp said that it was like

Murphy thanked her for ‘the information and then called
Troop A of the Pennsylvania State Police, giving them the in-
formation. Within minutes, the state police tried to call Kalp,
but her phone was busy. The operator broke in and advised
Kalp that she had an emergency phone call from the state po-
lice.® ;
Kalp agreed to meet the police in nearby Kecksburg and
lead them to the crash site.? While she was driving into .
Kecksburg, the County Emergency Center was activated, and
about that time the volunteer fire fighters were searching the
nearby woods.'?

But Kalp wasn’t the only person to see the object in the ait.
Bob Blystone Jr., who was fifteen in 1965, saw what he de-

scribes as an orange jet trail at low altitude.!' Mary Keto, an-

other local witness, saw a hovering fireball just above the & A

treeline with blue smoke coming up.'? Blystone said he saw -
the round object glide slowly toward the treetops in what be .:
thought of as a controlled landing into the trees. TR

John Murphy, sensing a good story, drove down to.the <
Kecksburg area. He was there when two state police cars and

Kalp arrived. He also saw the state police fire marshal, in the
company of a state investigator, walk into the woods carrying X

a yellow Geiger counter and flashlights. Murphy then inter-
viewed Kalp and her sons in person.' RS

The two men who went into the woods, Carl Metz aad

Paul Shipco, retuned about fifteen minutes later. Murphy
sent one of the photographers with him to question the fu® "
marshal. Metz told the photographer, “You'll have to talk®
my lawyer.”'* Metz an

ward their car. d
Murphy ran toward them and asked Metz, “Did yoo fisd ©

anything down there?”

o 2 G
cnl el gl

d Shipco then continued walkmgu-  The

v e, fgla
R PHTE TSI |

eLnSLUlLE, rolisyivanig £ 4

Metz, accordin t
Tm ot sae 8 to Murphy, looked Puzzled and then said,
“Well,” said My o
’ phy, “let me ask m ' 65,
- Y question a d
ay.After You make Your report to the captain [jf;f:;;r;:

5 :
y Hyg;ytgebzzzgfm may have something to tell me?”
et your i ' :
s b get y information from the army,” re-
M . .

. :hrslg/;stdqnng a later radio broadcast, said, “Now thi
kg Th'Ume the name Army was brought into the co -
o tf;e 1_3;_was the first time anyone had made any e

Military. Now to me the significance of tﬂism\sgs-

Force uniforms, one

e phone, told - e lieut
s urphy that i enant, who was
—y Y that he didn’; know much. He was

Cance here jg that w

_ ¢ - We have already j 1

¥ Lhaltmullnaw People in the Greensburzya;denuﬂed
"‘!JOI'ted'nd b fgre were members—-plural—:)f 513' .

i ICe people. Skeptics would laterecﬁznrg



o) A RISITORY OF UFO CRASHES

that only three military people arrived, but Murphy’s state-
ment seems to confirm that early on, more than three military
personnel were on hand.

Be-fore he talked to the military, Murphy found Captain
Dussia and asked if Dussia could tell him anything “off the
record.” :

Dussia replied, “Well, I'll give you something for the rec-
ord. I have something official to tell you.”

Murphy asked, “What's that?’

Dussia said, “The Pennsylvania State Police have made a -
thorough search of the woods. We are convinced there is -

nothing whatsoever in the woods.”"®
Murphy thanked him and went in search of a telephone to

report the statement when he heard Metz and several others -

talk about going back out into the woods. While Murphy was
telling the radio station how he wanted the story handled,
Metz came back into the office and said that he was going
back out with members of the military. When Murphy hung
up, he asked if he could go with them, and Metz said, “Sure,
if it’s all right with the captain.”

Murphy said, “I looked promptly to the captain and asked,
‘Is it okay if I go with these people?’ "

Dussia said, “Of course.”®

As Murphy was leaving, he ran into a state police trooper
who had just come from the woods. Although Murphy had
been told, officially just minutes earlier that there was noth-

ing out there, the state police trooper told him, of a pulsating .
blue light seen in the woods. According to Murphy, “[T]he

g1}

military wanted to see this pulsating light ..

Back out near the reported crash site, Murphy walked over
to the car driven by Metz and again asked, “Are you going
down into the woods?”’ )

When Metz nodded, Murphy said, “Me too.

Metz said, “No.” _

“I'm going too,” repeated Murphy.

“No, I'm sorry,” said Mctz.h , i

Murphy said, “Please. You have to let me go.”

M:trzp vzas now “very firm. Very definite.” He said, “No."

““But the understanding before we left the barracks was that

Kecksburg, Pennsylvania 99

[ was going to come out, that | was going into the woods
What do you mean I can't go into the woods”"

Again, according to Murphy, Metz looked very firm and
said, very slowly but very definitely, “I'm sorry. No.”

“That,” according to Murphy, “was the last time | saw the
military. This was the last time, to my knowledge, that any
civilian had with the search. I was told not to go into the
woods.”#

What this means is that somewhere along the road between
Greensburg and Kecksburg Metz received new instructions.
They could have come over the radio from Dussia or they
could have been issued by the military men in the car with
Metz. Whatever the source, the result was the same. Murphy,
on orders from the state police fire marshal, was denied ac-
cess to the woods.

With the radio and television reporting that something had
landed in the woods, the few dirt roads leading toward the
crash site were soon choked with cars. A few managed to
drive close to the impact area and saw that the state police
had cordoned off a section of the woods. News media, both
radio and television, were broadcasting from close to the site.
A number of them were talking about an unidenufied flying
object crash in Westmoreland County. Like Murphy, none of
the other reporters was allowed to enter the woods.

There were, however, other civilians who did. Stan Gor-
don, of the Pennsylvania Association for the Study of the Un-
explained (PASU), said that he’d interviewed a volunteer fire
fighter, Jim Romansky, who had gotten deep into the woods
before the military sealed off the area. In fact, according to
Gordon, Romansky got down to the streambed where the ob-
ject, not a meteorite according to his source, had first touched
down. It cut a furrow in the streambed and came to rest in a
hollow where it was partially concealed. From the roads lead-
ing into the area, it would be impossible to see.

Romansky approached it and saw that it was acom-shaped,
speculated that it was nine to twelve feet in diameter, and had
a gold band around the bottom of it with wniting on it. “There
were no wings, motors, or a fuselage, as we know them,” ac-
cording to Romansky. The writing was described as like “an-
cient Egyptian hieroglyphics.” But then, more importantly, he
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had been in the woods began to leave. Word circulated that some sort, possibly from the fi ; e
the suspected plane crash was nothing more than a meteorite. Ralph Richards said she sawe ;-rEba”’ hit the ground. Mrs.
Tt.xe.object that came down was extraterrestrial, but of natural a volleyball fall among so a liery object about the size of
on%n. started ! g some trees just before the small fires
e next day the newspapers were filled with the story of Fire fighters wh

the fireball that had caused so much trouble in the eastern trouble \fjm LheW[:n rt(i)srpc:‘rid:]:d ‘0 her calls said they had no
U'mtcd‘Slates.” There were pictures of two teenaged boys burning. They reported fledv_e small grass fires that were
displaying rocks they had recovered. The newspaper identi- caused the fires. {ding nothing that could have
fied the rocks as part of the meteorite.* ' Near Livonia, Michigan, two b :

From Michigan came pictures of police officers holding up believed were “chunks of the mete " I(_jlscovered i |

or.” Larry Jones and Brian

P
arent, both eleven, saw the object. “I looked up and saw a

bits of metal that looked like thin, short strips of aluminum
streak of red shoot through the ajr,” said Parent

foil.* Air force spokesmen wrote that off as chaff from air
force planes participating in one of the many training exer-
cises they conducted.’

Lanny Tolly, a deputy in the Lapeer (Michigan) County
sheriff’s department, said that he found several handfuls of a
foillike substance in the woods where witnesses had reported
something had come down.”” Analysis revealed that it was a
common variety of household aluminum foil.*

Project Blue Book records show that someone called the
air force to report the material. Rather than being silver, that
report claims the material was gold in color, about one inch
long and a sixteenth of an inch wide.*

On December 28, 1965, Eric T. Jonchkhiere, the air force
deputy for technology and subsystems at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, wrote to Lapeer sheriff Kenneth A. Parks,
telling him that the material submitted was nothing more than
radar chaff. According to the letter, “This material is dropped
by aircraft to confuse radar complexes when participating in
interdiction exercises. ‘Chaff’ can travel for many miles, de-
pending on wind currents and wind velocities.”*

The air force officers also made it clear they believed that *;
it was a coincidence that the chaff began raining on Lapeer ~
County about the time the fireball passed overhead. That .

sy

mpt to recover the object.”+

' xplain what hap
' : pened t
"y mitted to Blue Book for (;nt:ﬁ?

A

seems to be a reasonable explanation. There certainly is no:
observed data to suggest that the chaff was related to the fire-*>:
ball other than that the two events happened at about the

same time on the same day. 0T R
Near Elyria, twenty miles west of Cleveland, Ohio, fire >

fighters were called to extinguish fires started as debris of .,

'J&/

4

the Passing of th '
€ object,
for the descriptionjs of

The evidence

~ b Vo



- don’t know what we have yet.’ ”

" No other explanation seemed to fit.
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t Guard officials in Windsor, Ontario, Can_ada.' re-
pogggsmg a flying object had exploded over Dctrqlt. Pllo]tj
in the area reported the flash and shpck waves, whn_:h cou
be consistent with a bolide, a very bright meteor that is some-
times associated with a roaring sound or multiple detona-
tions.* ' o

The Boston Record American reported: ARMY, POLICE -
OFF WOODS IN UFO PROBE. A spokesman said that a gzarr}we
radar experts from the 662 Radar Squadron here said,
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submitted it for publication elsewhere), said th it he had spo-
ken to a number of officers on various police desks and

1o get additional information from the UPI and the Ass ciated
Press. According to Sanderson, he Calculated the speed of the
object at a little over a thousand miles an hour. much to
slow for even the slowest of meteors And evenp
Sanderson’s calculations were off by a factor of ten. the b-
ject would still been flying at only ten thousand miles an
hour, slower than the slowest speed ever recorded for a me
teor.** All this is if Sanderson’s calculations of the speed are
&curate, and there is some evidence that his calculauons
were based on faulty assumptions.*?

The military, however, had found an answer that worked
and continued to push it. The official éxplanation in the Proj-
ect Blue Book files was “Astro (meteor).”s [p a dozen or so
memos for the record, the Blue Book staff repeated that th
state police had searched the area by found nothing dunng

= L

Other newspapers carried nothing other than the r;:p(;;ts :nf
the fireball seen by thousands. D.r. Wllham P. Bxdgd n}n cioz-
astronomer at the University of Michigan, was quoj : lsaid A
ens of newspapers. “It was ur'ldoubtec.ily adﬁ;;ebil[lt,ler :s troni)-

idelman, who didn’t see it, was joined by 4
tnt.ell?sl who didn’t see it. In New York, Dr. Ered €, 'lc-llef;;tasit
sociate astronomer at the Hayden Planetarium, i;u'n S
was undoubtedly a large meteor that blew up, scattering

47 ‘ 1
meS:_s 'Nicholas Wagman, an astronomer at the Alleghény OI;
serva'tory said that the object was not part of theth erglenl;l.
meteor sﬂower visible at that time of year b?cause '(cwasn't
inid meteors are not very bright.* That didn t_mcar;l i :
;m meteor, just not one associated with :z asnpéacl;g:afi (c:rw:;m_si
’ . - . no
And the air force said tht it was I S
i at all space debris was accoun ; :
:’grieani? rtx:leant Lhalz whatever it was, it had to be a meteorite.

]

i

Part of the state police failure to Jocate anything was con-
firmed by Dr. Robert Murray and a couple of his students in-
krested in UFOs, When they heard the reports on the radio.
tey left their eastern Ohio college abour 10 PM., dnving into
the Kecksburg area. According to them, When they armived.
bout four in the moring, there was nothing to see. No mul-
lary around the Kecksburg volunteer fire department, po
ightseers along the roads, and no evidence of a crash of any-
ting anywhere. They finally £3ve up about seven or eight
AM. and retumned to their college.ss -

But there were hints of Something going on behing the
lxnes.' Even if the eyewitness accounts of a military presence
! Efg dlscointehd and the report of 3 flatbed truck under escort

N ving at hig Speed was | nored, some kind of an event

culated about ";:ijv,f,';?ihe object, as it came down, was en- W wuyld still be documenteq, ) o
One 'ng:::es Although there was very little smoke, the ¥ The original teletype message of the DEWS services proves
fgluag;ed l\i"ere bdgirt orange, yellow, and white.* A few heard ¢ search, accordjng to the documents, 80t under way
a m,cnsbling sound that the astronomers explained waf ‘;ﬁ_- fer seven Kecksburg residents reported the Smoldenng ob-
common occurrence with a large, bright mqtec[’;'pos in a ro- '

Ivan T. Sanderson, a natura!xst mterestqd in A "al Pho-
port (o he National Investigations Comittee on (though e’
nomena (NICAP) that he marked confidenti B

forward. Some 1
itnesses to the event began to come : e
f (t?][:rird‘:lscﬁbed the flight of the object, others desg;pcd éhe
gcene in Kecksburg. Both groups added to the data being

N
-
R

*“There’s deﬂm‘te}y Something down there,” said a stae
!wper‘Who. according (o the documentation. saw a light par-
tly hidden by the trees.s
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Pa:tt:: n:mo:th ;n;;fgstt;]ng[ l:ep!(:nd came from Lieutenant Steven That three-map ¢
the search even Lhou;h hCe ::asbzglﬁorr)dfirgd [I(\)J pan]l-{upate 0| esting aspects of [;l?jf;mr.ehow‘:ver_ Is the one of the most iner.
. Mt > wa oned in New Hampton, | 19805 the Us. port. In the mid-1960s, and into rthe
! - raquette said, "From what I've heard, the Air | a5 Moop Dye, Sovemment operated a e diect kneon
| Force Department in ‘Washington is supposed to release through the ll?m' o o 20C0rding 10 documents”reco,
something in the morning."s* researcher i reedom of !
The{e 1s no evidence that Paquette ever traveled to Penn- o Rosiwel],
sylvania, and it seems unlikely that an officer in Massachu-
setts would be ordered in, unless he was part of a special unit
or had some sort of special training or expertise. That seems

Kecksburg, Pennsylvania

involvi Inatj ‘
folw-ng the examinatiop of non-US
Ot unknown origin.”sd

cial Department of the Air Forc

Space objects or objects
According to the offi

to be the case here u
; . ment, dated Novemb ce doc-
Gngcrc were others who reported armed military men. Stan § prised of three men ezf 3 1961, Moon Dus; o aree‘),\
rdon interviewed a family who said their home was in- § and an ops man. A €, to include a linguist, a rech e
vaded by air force officers who were armed and who were e document aj;] are airbome qualified o ) man
0 says

wearing rubber gloves.® The family reported they had seen a
large truck close to the crash site and that something was
loaded on it. That, of course, confirmed the stories told by the
sightseers who had rushed into the area.®

Project Blue Book files do confirm that military men were
in the area. According to a handwritten log, Major: Livers,
Detroit Air Defense Sector, received reports from Ohio, Indi-
ana, Michigan and Pennsylvania. Livers called “Major Hector

~ Peacetim
€ eémployment of AFCIN j
. < } IN Ioenc
S provided for in UFQ Investig o gence team Capability

aﬁon (AFR 200-2) and i

: . : : h reacti .
Qumt.aqllla [Project Blue Book commander] for his advice 1denu?,2db?]§tfn'° TECOVEr or perform ﬁelgc:g(g;gil on a quick
and assistance. He came to the base and called Major Livers. icles wCapong objects, or known Soviet/Bloc ation of yp
ite 1 | S syst aerospac .
A further call was made to the Oakdale Radar Site in Pent- @ - gy, ystems, and/or residya] comPOnenhpo; iu\cch

sylvania. A three man team [emphasis added] has been dis-
patched to Acme [Kecksburg] to investigate and picked up an
object that started a fire.”®! 5

Other records from Blue Book say that “Lieutenant
Cashman said that the search ended about 0200. They ¥ -

searched with the State Police. They could not find anything. ¥  Manning ¢ the intel]
They do not plan on going out again. The news media, O * W reached the poin 'ffe'éie oons from those sources g
fied Intelligenc TunIshing retums, Only 2] quali-

stopped calling about 1 o’clock.”? v bies

All this meant that the people who claimed to have sees.
military men at the site were correct. Although Blue Book :
talks about a three-man team being dispatched, which was &
sumed by others to have come from the Oakdale Radar Site,:
there were apparently others from other areas involved. Lies

tenant Paquette, for example, was in Massachusetts whea b

*

was alerted. i i)

Wi
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ployed to bases inside the United States or

been split among the bases inside the United[hgt);tggutl(? (l)lt?l\;

air force bases around the world. Either way there were not

many of them, which might'explain why Paquette was alerted

in Massachusetts. He could have been a member of a Moon

Dust team and been the closest one available to Kecksburg.
The obvious conclusion is that Moon Dust was activated

sophisticated radar and sky surveillance, believed that some-
thing was down in the Kecksburg area. And, because there
were no sightings south of that area, it is reasonable to be-
lieve that the object, whatever it was, ended its journey there.

Although, the documents recovered by Todd under the
Freedom of Information Act suggest that Moon Dust and

Blue Fly no longer exist, it is only because the names were

changed once they were compromised. According to an air -
force letter received by Todd, “The nickname ‘Project Moon
Dust’ no longer exists officially. It has been replaced by an-
other name which is not releasable [emphasis added].”® 1
Controversy about the Kecksburg event wasn’t limited to

the military role or what had fallen into the woods. The town, W

it seems, was split by those who believed that the whole story
of an object in the woods was a hoax and those who had seen

something they considered mysterious. Robert Young, a re- ‘@ ooy
searcher living in the area, has spent years studying the -4

events and believes the official statements: that the object
seen in the sky was a bolide, and that no object was found on *

the ground. He has said, repeatedly, that the Kecksburg 3
event—that is, a flying saucer crash—"‘appears never to have _§
happened.”® In a 1991 paper, he wrote that “the sole wil-*:
nesses to the saucer crash apparently were two eight-year-old . )

children who were among the thousands in nine states and%:t
Canada to witness a bolide (exploding) meteor.”® L -

The controversy heated when “Unsolved Mysteries” do- :

cided to air a segment about Kecksburg. The trouble began in *]

1990 when the TV crews descended on the tiny community .$
to begin filming. According to an article by David Templetoa . §
in the Pittsburgh Press, called “The Uninvited,” “The show,- '3
which accurately detailed eyewitness accounts, turned quiet: 4
opinions into political philosophies, pitting true belicvu_l';‘;{

p_ened. His brother-in-law, Carl Porch, has
4 since the film crews arrived and was ;Jn
4 lo block the “Unsolved Mysteries”

for the Kecksburg event. It means that the military, with its . § Porch insists that it’s all a hoax "

4 crash site. Hilland said thar nothi
; . Ing happened
§ wother of those who tried to stop the %?'Zadcast,
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agai ' i
ngi EZ{ certified skeptics. Feuds broke out between relatjve.
l% bors and community leaders "7 o
. Cgme;( B:jtner,_who_ witnessed some of the mulitary activity
Inced, according to the article, that sometﬁinz‘haé-‘
n’t spoken to him
e of those who tried
broadcast with a petition.

Porch is joined by Charles Hilland, who lives near the
. Hilland was

In fact, the petuon was signed by forty-five residents of

? i - The authorit S i
5 Ssted that they found nothing and we concur(.):ues of 1965 in-

X

'.ﬂ; mjﬂ thrust of the petition seems to
_ area. They are concerned abou
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recovered. The authorities said that nothing was recovered,
and they hadn’t seen anything recovered. '

It should be made clear that many of those who signed the
petition have no firsthand knowledge of the events. They
talked to friends or family but were not physically present
when anything happened. Don Scott, for example, said t{:{it ,
he wasn’t in Kecksburg and had heard about it from el;
mother. He signed the petition because he r[)\:v;ass concern

iders trespassing on private property.

abg)ur:cor:[:n said tha?he kngew mpany of the fire fighters btit on
the night of the crash, he wasn’t in Kecksburg. Two days :;tjcg
he arrived at the firehouse, but the events were over. He o~
acknowledge that military officials had been presen:hin ;
Thursday before. But he also said that the story was no g
I “bullshit.” . .
m%"rg ::hoatrmer that point is other eyewitness testimony ﬂlit
tells of something found and taken out on a flatbed trulc;m
covered with a tarp.” It is eyewitness testimony thgltt 'nto'
skeptics are quick to reject simply because it does not fit i
their view of the events of December 9, 1965. i i uﬁc

Young, in his reports, writes that the official an scner;r ~of
explanation is a meteor. He reports that astronomegs » ;
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, the American Meteor Society, "

i il of Canada have concluded -
S’Dd tg? h:a?v:[sm; Iﬁfﬁ C;C(E:;rnm i . James Oberg, writing in Omni, reevaluated the Kosmos 96
e objec E .

-4 Bplanation. According to Oberg, “By going on a hunch and
_ . #mping my own expertise in Space operation and satellite
The late astronomer Von Del Chamberlin, !lhzr;:fa;?:r ﬁ’gy‘:’ . - {8 Seuthing,” he changed his mind, Oberg Ezid that what had re-
Planetarium, East Lansing, Michigan, °°"°u':at the firehall oox 1 alcred'eaxfller was not the Kosmos 96 itself, but could have
ing more than one hundred wgdﬂ?l;rmf;)oﬂ:l four seconds asd - been a Jetusoned rocket stage or a large piece of space junk.
curred about 4:44 rm., h!s‘al nitude —15) than the full “The probe 1tself,” according to Oberg, “could have been
appeared brighter (about visual mag “a+ g leaded off toward Kecksburg, s
e | "?;f Cr reports suggest that a misfire of a missile launched
‘ ‘ @ that day from Vandenberg Air Force Base in California

G. W. Wetherill, a geophysics and geology p rofessori 3 might have been responsible, but again, no evidence of this
UCLA in Los Angeles: . ‘:‘,3;,:: : .

whom thought an airliner was down. He concluded from wit-
nesses on the south shore of Lake Erie who saw the object to
the north that no impact occurred south of the lake, and that
the object burst apart and disappeared some miles over the
western end of the lake. He decided that the steep trajectory
reported by the witnesses indicated that the fireball had an ex-
traterrestrial (meanjng meteoric) origin and was not a return-
ing orbital spacecraft.”

There had been discussions that the object that fell at
Kecksburg was, in fact, the returning Russian Kosmos 96, a
malfunctioning Soviet Venus probe. The Foreign Technology
Division of the air force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
denied that there was a record of such a retrieval, The Soviet
§ Embassy, according to Templeton, said that the crash was not
part of the Kosmos 96, And Stan Gordon said that the U. S.
Space Command showed that Kosmos 96 reentered about

q returned the area of speculation to a bolide. Frank
‘ » 4N astronomer, said that eyewitness reports of bolides
+ 4™ typically inaccurate, He pointed out that, in his experi-

o S e
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I bout some-
ence, the percentage of witnesses who are wrong a
thing is one-half after a day, three-quarters after two S;){(se.
and about ninety percent after four days. Beyond that, -
believed that the reports were more fantasy than fact. Accc(>lj -
ing to Drake, witnesses often grossly underestimate th%Vh §-
tance of fireballs, which may be dozens of miles high. W ZI;
the meteors disappear over the horizon, witnesses sometim
believe that the event was nearby.* _
Robert Kadesch, an astronomer in l:Jtéih, ponr}tet:;i :fmre[fl::
looking up into the sky often had no poin
mchg&useg otp that, it was difficult for them prp;;ler_lytl::
judgé height and distance.® That was rolr] an objf:[c:: ll(l)lsgc : :g o~
t a great distance. For those who saw it :
;Ircguz;xzid \?vithgpoints of reference, their ability to judge the size
istance improved markedly.
andY:tiZg. in hispana]ysis of the case, reported that the;z w:ar;
ublished accounts that the object, whatever :jt wea; =
grashcd or landed in seventeen widely scattered areas.
writes: ;
® : “ ted"
Lake En ilot reported watcling as it plumme :
'Overlhc laknEn,:taNfildland.pgA, west of ngburgh, falling zg: s |
bris re rei)oncd but police found noth'mg. Nearby, ot o~
E?a.il;cwere reported in Patterson and Ch:ppf;wa ';‘gﬁvngku& -
A. In one, a boy saw a ig -
fall Bcat\;;r :3101;; l:nd the woods are smoking”’; in tl'xe ot_her. -
i ul;t:s thought the object landed and was smoking in a |
fiel Nyothin was reported found except some l?roken ue: 7
%& one ofg which appeared to have been cut with a saw. N

L ST

Young continues: il

At Elyria, Lorain County, Ohio, a woman reported a “volley -

ball” sized fireball fell into a wooded lot. Firemen reported _ .

... at Elyria, boys found slag-like m.}:g?';
ten sm;ﬂt%?:;ﬁ“'; nothing to link them to the meteorf ﬁ,,# :
b land, a boy reported a flaming object fell out of U i
near Cleve me woods ... Two 11-year-old boys at Livonia, %
sk_y o sorc rted picking up a piece of h_ght-wcnght.. ‘fmhs g
ZﬁChflug:d’ ngl the size of a baseball which they sai il
180,

Kecksburg, Pennsylvania n3

fallen into a field . .. At Lapeer, Michigan, 40 miles north of
Detroit, Sheriff's officers investigating the report of “a fire-
ball crashing” found only pieces of foil . . . he said he did not
know whether the foil had any connection to the firebal] . . %

The suggestion being made is that all these other cases
based on the false impressions of the various witnesses. If
such is the case, then isn't it reasonable to assume that those
near Kecksburg made similar mistakes when they claimed
that the fireball had landed in the woods near Kecksburg?

But more importantly, it was at Kecksburg that the only re-
tovery operation was mounted. The state police, the state po-
lice fire marshal, unidentified civilian officials, and military
officers appeared, apparently interested in something in the
v00ds.*” At all those other locations, there was no real re-
fponse by the government. That, in and of itself, is signifi-
@nt and underscores the difference between what happened
U those other locations and what was happening at
Kecksburg. Those other reports are irrelevant.

Young also writes about the photograph taken by
(hampine published in Sky & Telescope:

L

" This quarter century-old published photograph provides dra-
- matic and irrefutable (emphasis added] support for the ac-
‘ counts of the eye

witnesses. It also provides a clear-cut,
* prosaic explanation for the “hovering” and “landing” now al-

leged to be reported by “new” unnamed [in fairness it must
- be pointed out that Young's statement was written before the
. bames of many of these witnesses had been revealed] wit-
< oesses . ... [It] is necessary to explain this photograph and the
_yewitness accounts that support it—including the Kecksburg
Witnesses,*/
v

"And, although Young ‘might not like it, there is an alterna-
¢ explanation for the bolide. Northrop Aircraft began ex-
Eimenting in the mid-1960s with electrostatic shock. They

dare
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the sonic boom. It would also, according t0 the
data, make the craft flying through the air
comet.”® In other words, a fiery craft with a long,

] out behind it. _
m\}V:ut‘li:nigt is true that Young raises a r}uml?er of fair ques:
tions and proposes a number of good points in his ct())eull']e[?/;arrs
guments, he also falls into the same trap as many bell .

“look like a
jonized

He is so enthusiastic for his own position that he ignores, in

some cases, the evidence that doesn’t support him, or draws
conclusions not warranted by the estabh_shcd facts. -
In an article published in the Skeptical Inquirer,

claims:

According to all original published accounts, t{le sole WIIZ
nesses to the saucer crash apparently were two -elght—year-fn g
children who were among the thousands in nine states
Canada to view a bolide ...
flying-saucer buff who

flying-saucer crash to investigate ... % ;

But the truth, as developed through the documentation, I8 -

g idence. Murphy’s radio
that Young hasn't reviewed all the evi o just the story of

ar-old boys. Testimony recorded by Murphy |

broadcast reveals that there was more

two eight-ye.

] omething tangible in the
showed that others were talking of Sof e rgash.“ e

little to do with thcdistoty. |
of those involved and the contradictory

the su);te police, military, and other officials that .

alive. To suggest otherwise is not a fair st&_t.oj_?

woods within I
buﬁ’——probabl){
It was the tesumon
statements by
kept the story

ment.
* " Gordon, in his research, managed to

the 662 Radar Squadron through the F

Act. For the crucial December 9 date there was no entry. Gor-

don asked, “How could so much equipment and personnel

i howed
activated, yet the log § at | et
any activity on the date of the incident?

Captain Dussia in his statements Sai

experimental |

Add to this a gullible }ogal .
has finally found “his own” thrilling .

obtain the recor&' fa
reedom of Informalos ;

that they were not involved i8 -

& re AR
i

d that nothing was
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found, and “Reports of something carried from the area only
referred to equipment used in the search.””

So Gordon is right that equipment was involved in the
search. He is right that military personnel were acuvated,
based on official records, and he is right that the area of the
woods had been searched.

Young, however, disagrees that there is anything significant
about the lack of a record for the 662 Radar Squadron on the
night of December 9. He writes, “It is unlikely that Air Force
units have listed each and every wild goose chase due to a
mistaken UFO report in their unit histories.”*

But Young is wrong. It wasn’t a unit history, but the com-
mand post log. And this is precisely the sort of event that
would be listed in the log simply because it is out of the or-
dinary. That is the purpose of the logs.” Other unit logs avail-
able through the National Archives show that the events of
December 9 were noted.* Young’s assumption about the logs
is without merit.

What we are left with is an enigma. It seems there is very
good evidence to suggest that the object observed was a bo-
lide. The characteristics it exhibited are consistent with that
belief. Suggestions by Ivan Sanderson, for example, that the
object made a slight turn, seem to be the result of the false
assumption that the debris picked up in various locations
came from the object. There is no evidence connecting the
flight of the object (or the fall of the object) with the debris
!rom Lapeer, Michigan, or from the area near Livonia, Mich-
igan. The path of the object, as best described by the eyewit-
esses, is a straight line, consistent with a meteor.

*-The problem arises when the Kecksburg end is plugged
mio the equation. Young dismisses the testimony of the eye-
vitnesses to an object on the ground in the woods by citing
tem as “the 24-year old recollections of local citizens, and
the recent materialization of ‘new’ witnesses.”’

> Young accepts the testimony of those calling it a hoax,
ud rejects that of those who say that something was recov-
eed from the woods, suggesting in his 1991 report, “Some
msidents have blamed two local men whose story of a
topper-colored, 12 by 7 foot ‘acorn-shaped’ object with
;:eroglyplﬁc' markings surfaced only a couple of months be-
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fore [the ‘Unsolved Mysteries’ program], almost a quarter of
a century after the original publicity.”*

The truth is, Gordon had presented the testimony of one
man in the fourth quarter 1987 issue of Pursuit. While having
It printed in a magazine does nothing to validate the testi-
mony, it shows that the data were circulating years before the
“Unsolved Mysteries” filming and broadcast and not only for
the months as claimed by Young,

To be fair to Young, it is also necessary to point out that
the testimony of Jim Romansky is, in fact, highly question-
able. According to the July 28, 1966 Kecksburg Tribune-
Review “James R. Romansky, the 20-year-old Latrobe man
convicted of robbing Latrobe’s Mellon National Bank ...
earlier this year, was sentenced . .. to serve from four to six
years in prison.”

That certainly hurt Romansky’s credibility. However, his
troubles with the law weren’t over. The March 1, 1994
Tribune-Review reported that “following yesterday’s prelimi-
nary hearing, [Derry area district justice Mark] Bilik ruled

there was sufficient evidence to hold [James R.] Romansky
for trial on charges of rape, aggravated indecent assault, inde-
cent assault and terrorist threats.” While none of this proves
that Romansky lied about his involvement in the Kecksburg
crash/retrieval, it ruins his credibility, and his testimony must
be considered in the light of these revelations.

There is good evidence that the discussion of an object in

| the woods had been going on since December 1965. Murphy,

in the radio program he aired just days after the events, re-

ported that there were those who had seen an object in the |
ut -

woods. He found that some people were afraid to talk abo
it in 1965.% ‘

Young, on the other hand, showed that some people, in |
their support of the Kecksburg crash, have misinterpreted the
information as well. During the TV program “Sightings,”
Romansky said: “The Freedom of Information Act states

there was 212 military personnel here that night.”'® Young

points out that information would be released through the act, -

but the act itself governs the procedures for release of gov-

emmental data and does not reflect what is contained in those
data. And, although the records recovered show that the 662 -

out, there would be s |
whcc)) would_ accompanyu[[)}feor;t. people—pilots, for example—
berg’s theory of the reentry of the Kosmos 96 is also at

Kecksburg,
ion of Project Moon Dust,

Young also disputes the claim

lary personne] in that there were armed mil;-

thf: Kecksburg area, He writes: “None of the

of events must show I

ltarAynEolice S Stix;:"ﬁgny or Navy National Guard mil-

mentioguagxrn 23 is Ic;orrect that none of the newspaper articles

ok didﬁ'?ublt?hry personnel, it could be that the various

e l_ﬂdoder with the detail simply because i

rarnl ' undant. There are no mentions of armed
Pers, but those men were armed. ‘

> Documentation available through the Freedom of Informa-
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"#31,641 from the U. S. Air Force Historical Research Center

(USAFHRC) at Maxwell Air Force Base was a report that
discussed “Financing the Operation.” According to it, “In the
Cuban crisis no effort was spared in supplying the BLUE
FLY team with normal supply items (e.g. B-4 bags and 45
calibre automatics).”'% In other words, a historic precedence
for armed teams for Moon Dust/Blue Fly had been estab-

lished. It means that similarly armed teams might have been

i ksburg. _
scr&/ll\r:to\iccknow gis that both the skeptic and the believer
have resorted to overstating the case. There are questions that
both sides must answer before a final and definite conclusion

wn' \

'le]{:cxé ﬁa what is known. Something entered the atmosphere

about 4:44 pmM. on December 9. Some eyewitness tcsumony:

and a photograph, suggest the ob_ject was nothing more com

' plicated than a bolide. Since bolides are a rare phenomenon,

and because it was early evening, thousands saw it but were °

unable to identify it correctly. Y

) daily basis. Few of -
Meteors enter the.atmosphere on a of
them are large enough to light up the sky, and fewer still

reach the ground before they burmm up. Air Force spokesmen

i y dar though the

1 that meteors don’t show up on ra “
?gtn?nug altrx;;l they leave behind can. With recently-developed .
radars that can be set to discriminate between natural and

manufactured objects, that can be set to detect rain showers,

1 to see and track 3

derstorms, or the turbulence in t.hem: or ; |
g;)‘;lclcts in orbit, it is likely that NORAD in Colorado Springs, ?
_as well as the operators in Oakdale knew what they wee §-

tracking. They would never have seen a meteor. Wiy -

ithi of the impact, according to some: wit- -
nex;met‘glil;;r;ad arrived ﬁl sufﬁci.ent force to ltak:ovu ;
the fire department. They had brought in .radxos, te eg on: ;
and other equipment. And they were rpakxng_pr:ga;la oq_s“;;
enter the woods, though the.state police clalm‘ . ere;d._"_i 4
nothing to be seen, and Dussia made statements the nex

AN
that nothing had been found. Y

ithin ei "clock, according to some ‘§
Within eight hours, around one o’clock, g By S0
of the wimegscs. a flatbed truck with a tarp covering its w?o

_tyewitnesses withdrew
.ty retaliation.” Murphy did re

- drum, 106
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was seen leaving the area at high speed. Ten-year-old Hays,
among others, claimed to have witnessed this.

Within eleven hours of the
Was no longer easily visible a
had ended. By the time Murra

impact, the military presence
nd, in fact, almost all activity
y and his students arrived, the
town was quiet and everyone had gone home. Although they
drove some of the back roads, searching for anything out of
the ordinary, they saw no sightseers, no military or state po-
lice.

Within twenty-four hours almost all military presence was
gone but their orders were stil] being obeyed. Kalp and her
children were under bombardment by the news media for in-
lerviews, but military officers had already talked to her, Al-
though the military was telling most people that a meteorite
had hit the ground, one man—opossibly military—supposedly
told Kalp it was one of our Gemini spacecraft that had some-
how “been expelled in the area s

John Murphy, news director of WHJ
first civilians on the scene, put to
laining interviews with a numb

B radio and one of the
gether a news special con-
er of witnesses, including
S to be aired, some the wit-
they didn’t want their names
they feared re-

ulk about what they’d seen or done.
Newspaper reporter Templeton took it further in his 1991
article, reporting that “whole sections were edited out after
their stories in fear of police or mili-

port that people saw flashing

Bghts, and the military placed an object into g “cement-lined

(Murphy was
years later in an : : :

, said

€ was convinced that the object that fell was not a me-

kor and was not something from Earth. [n fact, she said that
% had gotten dowu into the crash area before anyone else
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with a camera.'”” After photographing the object and making
taped notes, he climbed out of the impact site, where he was
met by military officers. The military officers or the state po-
lice confiscated the film in his camera and the tape in his re-
corder.'® It was clear to her that Murphy had seen something
in the crater and had taken pictures of it. ‘

In the weeks that followed, she said that his atmu@e
changed. At first he had been convinced that this was a big
story that the government was attempting to suppress. Later,
he talked about it less frequently. She thought that someone
had said something to him in the days after the event. She
was sure that it was the military, though Murphy said nothing
to her about that.!®

Adam Lynch, working for KDKA-TV in 1965, on the other
hand, saw nothing, except the military and the people. He re-

. turned to the station after the announcement that it was noth-

ing more than a meteorite. _
Within a week, the incident had been forgotten outside of

the Kecksburg area. Hundreds of newspapers had carried the
air force explanation for the event. ‘

Like so many of the UFO crash reports, nothing concrete
can be said. It seems reasonable to accept the mlhlary‘and of-
ficial answer that the sighting was the result of a bolide, but
to do that, too much eyewitness testimony has to be dis-

carded. If it weren’t for the number of people who claim to |

have seen something on the ground, who witnessed part of
the retrieval; if not for the use of Moon Dust, it could be said
that this was a case of mistaken identity. However, a part of
the case can’t be thrown out because it is hard to explain. Un-
til all the facts are known, the case must remain open.

©

THE MaJesTic-TwELvE Hoax

A belief began with the first flying saucer sighting in 1947
that the United States government, specifically the air force,
was secretly investigating UFOs. There were those who
thought that the government knew much more than it was
telling, and that if civilian ufologists could find the right in-
formation, they could prove that they were right. The
Majestic-Twelve, or MJ-12, document seemed to be the
smoking gun for which researchers had been praying.

According to the document, released in 1987 by UFO re-
searcher William L. Moore and his friend Jaime Shandera, a
secret project began on July 7, 1947, to recover and exploit
the find of an alien spacecraft discovered in central New
Mexico.! The instant the document surfaced, the fight began,
with everyone lining up with an opinion.

The controversy, for the most part, has centered around the
documents rather than the information contained in them.
Skeptics, for example, have pointed out that the dating format
inside the text, zero, day, month, comma, year (07 July,
1947), is not exactly the format used by the military in that
time frame.? Neither the comma nor the zero are part of that
normal format.

Stan /Friedman, a proponent of the MJ-12, claims to have
found dozens of other documents in various archives that
contain the unnecessary comma.’? He presents these, as if they
somehow validate the MJ-12 document.

But Friedman, and Moore, refuse to understand the sub-
lety of the situation. This was a report prepared, according to
the document itself, by one military officer for a president-
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