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THE I I 

UNINVITED 
SOMETHING DROPPED IN ON 

KECKSBURG UNEXPECTEDLY 25 YEARS AGO, 

AND THE CONTROVERSY CONTINUES TO 
DIVIDE THIS WESTMORELAND COUNTY 

COMMUNITY TODAY 

s 0, WHAT ON Earth landed in Kecks­
burg on Dec. 9, 1965? Or, as some would 
phrase it, what outside Earth landed there? 

To this day, neither rocket scientists nor 
UFO buffs can say with any surety what - if 
anything - happened that Thursday evening 
in the still decidedly uncertain Westmoreland 
County village. 

The only circumstantial evidence that 
something lit is what otherwise rational people 
say they saw: gliding fireball, angled landing, 
sparks, mok.e, pacecraf t in the woods. Many 
hung around until early the next morning to 
witness, they say, the military haul away an 
object that, covered with a tarpaulin, resem­
bled a Volkswagen Beetle. 

The Foreign Technology Divi ion of the 
U.S. Air Force, then as today, say the ighting 
was a meteor that was never found. But 
astronomers note that a meteor the size of a 
Volkswagen Beetle would have trarufonned 
Kecksburg into Kratertown. 

UFO researchers say eyewitne11 descrip­
tions uggest something extraterrestrial, and 
they consider the Keckaburg incident one of 
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America's most compelling UFO mysteries. 
But some fed-up Kecksburg residents argue 
with folksy verve that it's all a well-orchestrat­
ed hoax perpetrated by UFO fanatics. "Noth­
ing happened, nothing was found," insists 
Charles Hilland, whose farm borders the 
supposed landing site. "It's a lie!" 

For more than two decades, the mystery 
lived on as a whispered curiosity in Kecksburg 
- until "Unsolved Mysteries," the NBC 
television series on unexplained phenomena, 
broadcast last Sept. 19 and again on Feb. 27 
its version of the UFO landing. The show, 
which accurately detailed eyewitness ac­
counts, turned quiet opinions into political 
philosophies, pitting true believers against 
certified skeptics. Feuds broke out between 
relatives, neighbors and community leaders. 

"It's caused some hard feelings," says 
Robert Bitner, 64, a former fireman who 
witnessed military activity that night and is 
convinced something landed. "Everyone 
couldn't be lyin& about thi1, and people don't 
have anythin1 to p in by lying. People who did 
aee it didn't go around braging," Bitner aaya. 

., 
- I 

"They didn't bring in all those ..., 
people just for a meteorite." 

Bitner hasn't spoken to his brother...-... 
Carl Porch, since Porch, Hilland and c8llft. 
conducted an unsuccessful petition driva a.· 
summer to stop the "Unsolved M}"ltlllia 
broadcast. Porch said he and Bitner ,... 
friendly relatives before film crews came • • 
town. "We didn't hear anything about thil ler 
25 years, until then," Porch says, insistinc n . 
a hoax. "There's damn little that I know ..... 
this world, but this I do know." 

Could it be a hoax? Was it a metear tbat .l 
swooped down from the heavens and 1aDdld 
with pyrotechnical fanfare in Kecksburs'1' 
midriff? Perhaps it was Disney's Love Bua cm. · 
rocket fuel, or E.r. displaying Fahrvergn..,_ 
in an intergalactic VW. 

One plausible explanation seemed to bt 
Cosmos 96 - a malfunctioning Soviet VemJt1 

probe that returned to Earth the day of the 
Kecksburg sighting. Eyewitness descriptiam' 
of the UFO and the stealth of the militmy, 
recovery mission, especially in the context ti 
the 1960s space race, seem consistent with the 1 



UFO mockup atop old Kecksburg fire hall heralds close encounter that has divided the town 

theory that Cosmos 96 may have mistaken 
Kecksburg for the planet of love and beauty. 
But Helen Kavanaugh, spokeswoman for 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, 
Ohio, where the Fore·gn Technology Division 
is stationed, says there's no record of retrieval 
of Cosmos 96, or anything else from Kecks­
burg. Her comment: "We have nothing to say 
about it." 

Still, the theory that Cosmos 96 was the 
culprit had enough going for it that some other 
opinions were solicited: 

• Ivan Rurniantsev, press officer for the 
Soviet E mbassy in Washington, D.C., said 
Soviet and American space debris often drops 
onto foreign territory. But there's no proof 
that Co mos 96 or any other Soviet craft 
anded in Kecksburg in December 1965, he 
.ported. Strike one. 

• Stan Gordon, director of the Pennsylva­
°' =xia io f r the Study of the Unex-

. ... . __ nsburg organization that'• been 
--,'.; t e Keck.sburg case since it hap­

~ ned, said its maneuvers and controlled 
landing - along with U.S Space Command 

data that Cosmos 96 returned to Earth 13½ 
hours before the Kecksburg incident - make 
it an unlikely candidate. Strike two. 

• James Oberg, a Houston space engineer, 
author, Soviet spacecraft expert and re­
nowned UFO skeptic, gave the Cosmos 96 
theory a glimmer of hope. He said that as a 
Venus probe, Cosmos was designed to with­
stand entry into Venus' 900-degree atmo­
sphere and powerful gravitational forces, and 
therefore could have landed on Earth intact. 
Also, amid the space race and Cold War of the 
1960s, the U.S. military quietly encouraged 
belief in extraterrestrial spacecraft to divert 
attention from its secret missions to recover 
foreign space debris. 

Finally, Oberg added that, because the 
United States and Soviets had an oral agree­
ment to return the other side's spacecraft 
debris when it landed in their territory, secrecy 
wu paramount if one power opted to keep the 
other's recover~d debris. Oberg aaya the U.S. 
conducted secret recovery minions throU&hout 
the world to collect Soviet pace debris until 

1967 when a treaty to return such debris 
became effective. 

To test the Cosmos 96 theory, Oberg 
reviewed orbital coordinates for the probe that 
The Pittsburgh Press obtained from the 
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Md. Although Cosmos 96's orbit crossed 
Northeastern United States, he said the track­
ing coordinates prove it would not have come 
down in Kecksburg at 4:46 p.m. - the hour 
the fireball was seen there. The data buttress­
es the U.S. Space Command's claim that 
Cosmos 96 crashed in Canada at3:18 a.m. 

"Cosmos 96 is not guilty," Oberg con­
cluded. 

nc. 9, 1965, was a dreary day in 
Westmoreland County. At quarter to 5, Ji 
Roman ky wa1 ■tending in a relative's ::c c 
near Latrobe, and Bttl Butebush was repairing 
his car in the driveway of his Mount Pleasant 
Townahip home. Bob Blystone Jr. was in his 
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Mystery craft, according to wit­
nesses, resembled Luna 3 or top 
of a Venus probe, shown flanking 
map above. Charles Hilland, who 
lives near the alleged landing 
site, says "nothing happened." 

crandmother'a kitchen in Keck1bur1, while 
Mary Keto u preparin1 to leav her Mount 
Pleaaant Townahip home for relidon cl . 

Then it 
dncribnlt 

Keto spotted a hovering fireball just above the 
tree line . Hearing a UFO report on the radio, 
Bulebush looked up to see a fireball making S­
turns, perhaps a figure eight, before descend­
ing into nearby woods. 

Blystone says he saw the round "thinga­
majiggy" with a colorful trail glide slowly 
toward the treetops. "I would say it made a 
controlled landing at an angle. Then I saw a 
bluish gray puff of smoke or dust. " 

Bulebush hopped into his car and headed 
fo r the landing site: From a road in Kecksburg, 
he could see "arc-welding names, bluish 
sparklers ," through the trees. He parked his 
car and entered the woods in search of the 
object that , by then, had quit pulsing and 
fizzing. He soon found more than he expected. 

"I can still see it behind that big tree," he 
says. "I was 15 feet away from it. It was burnt 
orange and had pushed the ground in. There 
were no doors or rivet marks - no nothing. It 
was about 12 feet long and 6 or 7 feet in 
diameter, like an acorn. It had a ring around it 
with backward letters, like a backward J and 
backward K. I was the only one there." 

Shining a flashlight on the craft, Bulebusb 
grew scared. "Then I could hear voices and see 
flashl ights coming from all directions," he 
recounts. "I turned my light out and ran to • 
where I'd come into the woods." 

After Romansky saw a streak in the sky, 
the fire whistle sounded and he took off for the 
Lloydsville fire hall , where officials reported a 
downed aircraft near Kecksburg. Romansky 
and another fireman headed there and joined 
firemen from other communities in a system­
atic search of the woods. 

Romansky says his group soon came across 
the acorn-shaped object. ''There were no 
wings, motor or fuselage ," he says. "We were 
dumbfounded at what we had stumbled 
across. It reminded me of a large acorn 
~ecause of its shape and geometric configura­
t10n. There were no doors, windows or any 
means of getting inside - and no one was 
brave enough to go pound on it." 

The writing on the girth of the craft, 
Romansky says, resembled hieroglyphics -
lines, stars, circles, shapes. There was a dent in 
the metal, but no rivets, seams or welds. 
"Quite eerie," he recalls. 

Soon, he conti~ues, two men wearing long' 
coats and st~ndmg "ramrod stiff" came 
through the woods. One announced that "This 
is now a restricted area to all civilian person­
nel," and ordered the firemen to leave.! 
Heading back toward the Kecksburg fire hall ; 
Romansky passect soldiers heading toward the 
acorn. Military officials (some say representa­
tives of the Army, Navy and Air Force wer 
present) later emerged from the woods an 
told firemen that the UFO was an unretri 

teor. Roman ky lau&hed in disbelief, as h 
, • I never thou&ht that a quarter 

would be one of the pea 
Pennaylvania." 

Ul8 UFO landing lef 



Eyewi tness Jim Romansky, then a fireman ; found scene "quite-eerfo" 

Kecksburg roads jammed with curiosity seek­
ers. Bill Weaver of Norvelt was cruising in his 
red Oldsmobile convertible when he heard the 
bulletin. He turned onto a farm road in 
Kecksburg, and came upon others standing 
along a cow path, staring into a wooded hollow. 

"I could see an object down there in the 
woods," Weaver says. " It was aglow - a light 
that wouldn't shut off. I saw something the 
whole time I was there. I wanted to know what 
it was but was too afraid to go down in." He 
aays he also saw four men in white moon suits 
carrying a 5-square-f oot white box into the 
woods on a stretcher. 

Men in business suits eventually ordered. 
him to leave, he says, but the 19-year-old 

Weaver ignored the command. "Either move 
the car," they said, "or we'il take it." 

John Hays, 10 at the time, remembers 
military personnel occupying his f amity's 
house (the house closest to the landing site), 
using the telephone and holding secret, serious 
conversations. Officers ordered his parents to 
send their children to bed, but Hays kept 
roaming downstairs to use the bathroom and 
get drinks of water. The rest of the evening, 
he was perched at his bedroom window. He 
watched a military truck that had entered the 
woods empty re-emerge with an odd-shaped 
cargo, he says. It reminded him of a Volks­
wagen Beetle under a tarp. 

11I had a blut that ni&ht," ~ 
10methin1 I will lwa 

BY LUCKY coincidence that 
Mike Levine's guest on his KDKA ra 
show was newsman Frank Edwards, au 
"Flying Saucers, Serious Business." B the 
time Edwards arrived for th• 6 p.m. interview, 
KDKA's phone banks were aglow with people 
reporting "everything but little green men, ' 
recalls Levine, now a radio talk-show host at 
WASP in Brownsville. 

"The descriptions we got from people 
were unbelievable," he says. "I thought it was 
the slickest promotion I'd ever seen in my 
life." When Levine asked Edwards how he'd 
done it (pulled off such a publicity stunt), 
Edwards replied, "Do what?" 

The first reporter on the scene was John 
Murphy, news director at WHJB radio in 
Greensburg. Murphy was killed in a traffic 
accident several years later in Calif omia. But 
his ex-wife, Bonnie Millslagle of Swissvale 
says she's convinced Murphy saw something 
unexplainable that night. 

"He said it definitely was not a meteor," 
she says. "He was convinced it was not 
something of this Earth." 

Murphy produced a documentary on the 
incident, "Object in the Woods," but whole 
sections were edited out after eyewitnesses 
withdrew their stories in fear of police or 
military retaliation. Murphy did report that 
people saw flashing lights and the military 
place an object into a cement-lined drum. 

Bob Gatty, a Greensburg Tribune-Revie 
reporter at the time, arrived in Kecksbur 
later in the evening. The Clarksville, Md. 
resident says he recalls the town overrun witl 
military, but left after an officer told him ~ 
meteor had caused the commotion. Gatty n : 
ported the next day that nothing was found 
that people miscalculated where the meteo 
had landed. 

"I remember I got a lot of dancing aroun 
- a lot of dodging (from the military)," Gatt 
says. "I always suspected there was som 
missile that had been misfired and the milita 
was embarrassed and kept it hushed up." 

Working forKDKA-TV back then, Ada 
Lynch says he saw nothing except the milita 
and people that night, and returned to tl 
station with the military explanation of 
meteor. It seemed logical, he says, because tl 
Geminid meteor storm occurs each Decemb 
"We weren't taking this seriously," sa 
Lynch, a newscaster for WI'AE-TV. "Ther 
no doubt something came down, but it seem 
coincidental with the meteorite breakup." 

Dr. William Everett, a retired Pittsbur 
ophthalmologist, adds a different twist to t 
mystery. 

He says Dr. Murray McCaslin, the higl 
respected chief of ophthalmology at the U 
versity of Pittsburgh's School of Medici 
was aaked ~ Air Force officials for a medi 
opinion on a Mount Pleasant boy who s 
tained opaque corneas during the Dec 
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Carl Porch , standing near site of the controversy, calls it all a hoax 

Kecksburg incident. The Air Force officers 
demanded McCaslin's full confidentiality. 

But McCaslin was barned by the patient's 
rare injury that left the clear part of the eye 
looking like "porcelain." Everett says McCas­
lin, now deceased, briefly discussed the mys­
tery with him, but never again brought it up. 
An opaque cornea, Everett says, is a rare 
condition caused by eye exposure to chemi-

cals, intense heat or radiation. He said he's 
never treated a patient with opaque corneas in 
both eyes and declined to speculate on what 
may have caused the injury. 

Monsour Medical Center and Jeannette 
District Memorial Hospital declined to make 
medical records available on patients treated 
in December 1965 for eye irtjuriea. Neither 
the Pittaburp Medical Eye Bank nar ltate 

and local organizations that provide services 
for the blind had any knowledge or r'<cords of 
anyone with such an injury. . 

Over the years, Gordon and other Ptmnsyl• 
vania Association for the Study of the Unex­
plained members have interviewed "many 
dozens" of witnesses and collected signec 
affidavits as well as video and tape record.in~ 
of eyewitness accounts. Gordon has fillec 
several file drawers with information abou 
the Kecksburg UFO. But many witnesses an 
reluctant to discuss their experience wit! 
reporters. Others demanded anonymity o 
insisted that their names not be published. 

PASU obtained an affadavit from an, 
videotape interview of an Ohio man who say 
he delivered bricks to Wright-Patterson Ai 
Force Base several days after the Kecksbur 
sighting. At the base, the man explains on th 
tape, he saw men in white moon suits workin 
vigorously inside a hangar on the acorn-shape 
craft. The bricks were to be used to build 1 

lead-lined enclosure for the craft, he says. 
In all, The Pittsburgh Press interview 

about 30 people regarding their experience 
including firemen, residents and those dra 
to Kecksburg that night by curiosity. Th 
offered similar accounts of the landing, ti 
craft and the military retrieval. Althou 
generally reluctant to tallt about their expe 
ences, many echoed Hays's explanation f 
going public with their stories: "I really want 
know what it was," Hays says. " I'm tired 
people telling me I'm crazy." 

~ T NO EXPLANATION offer., 
perfect fit adds both intrigue and f rustratio 
the Kecksburg UFO incident. 

Th'! fireball trail is consistent with 
meteor, but then, what was in the woods? 
craft's ability to survive re-entry into 
Earth's atmosphere suggests an interplane 
landing vehicle, but none returned to Ea 
that day. Its size and acorn shape would e 
suggest a Soviet Fractional Orbital Bomb 
ment system - a 1960s-era craft plac 
orbit to carry intercontinental ballistic missi 
But had an "FOB" careened over the N 
Pole into the United States, the Kecks 
incident would be fully explained today 
history books under the chapter titled "W 
War III." 

"They just didn't shoot those things 
Pennsylvania," says Curtis Peebles, an 
Cajon, Calif., author, reconnaissance sa 
expert and UFO skeptic. 

The Soviet's early Luna spaceships 
tined for the moon were acorn-shaped. 
their whereabouts have been well~ 
ed. Besides, Luna craft were not equi 
with heaf shields and would not have s 
Earth re-entry. In the 1960s, the Soviets 
busy launching Man and Venus p 
includinc Cosmos 96. But these probes 



Stan Gordon, who researches unexplained phenomena, wants the government to set the record straight 

too small to match eyewitness descriptions of 
the Kecksburg craft. 

Although Cosmos 96 did not land in 
Kecksburg, its re-entry had an impact on the 
Kecksburg incident 

The Foreign Technology Division was a 
tight-knit unit that operated under the code 
name Moon Dust to recover returning space 
debris, Peebles says. The unit probably was on 
standby Dec. 9 because of re-entry of Cosmos 
96, and may have hurried to Kecksburg on the 
chance that the fireball traveling from Canada 
to Western Pennsylvania was the Soviet 
probe. 

Peebles and Gordon note that the incident 
is not listed in activity logs for the 662nd Radar 
Unit of Oakdale - the unit in Kecksburg that 
night - probably because the mission was 
classified . Yet it wasn't a military practice to 
track down meteors, or keep such searches 
classified. 

"It's a puzzlement," Peebles says. 
It's less puzzling for UFO researchers who 

feel the Kecksburg incident forces people to 
consider the possibili ty of . .. extraterrestrial 
visitors. 

Eyewitness descriptions of the Kccksburg 

UFO . hovering and turning before landing 
leave UFO researchers convinced it was not 
some misguided Soviet missile or spacecraft. 

"After 25 years, if it was a probe, what's 
the big secret?" Gordon says. "We can rule out 
a meteor and we can rule out space debris and 
we know it wasn't a plane crash. When you 
eliminate all the possibilities, two things re­
main. It was either a highly advanced space 
probe with very interesting capabilities for the 
l 960s, or we may actually be dealing with an 
alien spacecraft. 

"But we could speculate forever," Gordon 
continues. "We're now making a detailed 
study of experimental U.S. probes of the 
1960s. We have to eliminate all man-made 
possibilities. Whatever it was, it appeared to 
be a device much ahead of its time or more 
technically advanced than what existed." 

Gordon says he hopes that military person­
nel involved in the recovery operation that 
night, or anyone else with information about 
the UFO incident, will contact him. He says 
PASU's research will continue until it comes 
up with a solution or forces the government to 
open its files on the retrieval mission. 

"We hope to create enough interest in it to 

put pressure on Washington, D.C., that will 
eventually lead to a government inquiry into 
the incident," he says. 

But Peebles says many logical explana­
tions still must be considered, including the 
possibility tha t il was a m.?teor, after all . He 
notes that the Kecksburg UFO incident didn't 
take on importance until recent years. It's 
possible, he says, that people saw a fireball, 
but 25 years later, their faded memories have 
given the imagination free play to tum vague 
impressions into sensational recollections. 

"I don't know if UFOs tell us much about 
aliens, but it tells us a lot about human 
beings, 11 Peebles says. 

But, for now, the Kecksburg UFO mystery 
has grounded the experts and given flight to 
mystery. It seems that only the Air Force's 
Foreign Technology Division can settle the 
spacecraft controversy that landed on the rural 
village a quarter century ago. 

"The government owes Pennsylvania and 
the people of Kecksburg an explanation, 11 says 
Gordon. 

(David Templeton is a Pittsburgh Press 
staff writer.) 
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Not everyone agrees meteor 
fell near Kecksburg in 1~65 
lly Dev• IA1ter 
ntltk,IN( .A[VIC'# 

Shorlly before aundown Dec. II, 
19M, • nery brl&ht-oranae object 
wu 1een hurtllna arrou the we1l-

erO~een~~f ~~~:!~ -~~eman who 
wu then a teen-acer recab, the 
traJI the unldenllned hying object 
created! describing It u a "round 
ball or nre" that came out or the 
north with a tall or name travelinl 
In the dlrectJon orKed.Jbur1. Tbe 
object, he 1ay1, appeared to be 
maltln1 a 1lldln1

1 
conlroUed de­

scent and movea at about the [. 
•Pffd of a fut plane. They had combed about a quar- ber that a 1tata trooper and an-

Minutes later be wu 1ummoned ter of a mUe or the woodJ when other man who appeared to be In 
by the nre whl1lle. Tbe word wu one or the parties beian 1boutin1 autbortty were there. Shortly ar­
lhat a plane bad cru bed ln I.be that they round aometbtn,. Bein, ter I.be eearchera were able to re­
Kecbbur1 area and 1earcbera clo1e by, the fireman·, own aeattb turn to the fire ball, Air For-N and 
were needed to locate the wreck- party wu the 1econd to arrive al Army penoMel took control or 
a,e and rescue any 1urvlvor1. I.be scene. Whatever came the 1taUon. A command poll wu 

But ~o plane wu ever round t.brou1b the lrffl, be aay1 eel up In a nearby houee. The 
and mUJtary omcla!J were quick 1heared olTbranchea at a 20 to 30 aeardlera were not permitted to 
lo dlsml11 the occurrence u a me- de1ree an1le. "It wu j111t Ulte enter the fire ball once I.be mill• 
teor. they were lalten olT wltfi a meal tary arrived. 

Not everyone A(Tee1 ...-I th their cieAver," he saya. . The fireman recalled one non-
conclusion and the Interest the The aearchera anUclf.ated tee- uniformed man who appeared to 
military demon1trated In al- Ina the wrecltare ora p ane. Whal be In cbar,e. "He jdat reeked or 
templln& to recover a meteorite they round Instead wu a larre authority,' 11)'1 the fireman. 
bu len amateur lnveaticatora acorn-shaped metalllc object "There wu military every­
doubtl\Jl that the whole story hu which appeared to be embedded where." 
ever been told. In a 2~ to 30-foot lone dltcb ap- By the lime the aearchera were 

Amateur UFO lnvesll1atora parenlly created by the Impact, dltmlued, mlUtary ,uarda with 
have do11edly pursued a paper The ditch wu aeveral feet wide • aldearma had ta.ken poalllona out-
traU they contend 1how1 the mill- and 7 lo 8 feel deep at one end. llde I.be fire hall. . 
tary wu keenly Interested In re- The tum that dlacovered the It m111t bave been approacbln1 
coverin& an object l\'om a wooded object called the command center mldnlrbt. the fireman aaya, when 
area and then usl aa determined to report their find . None or lbe a fla tlied truck came down the 
to cloak the whole incident In om- searchera ventured Into lbe di tch road under heavy mllltary escort 
cl al aecrecy. to eumlne the object cloae up but A tarpaulin concealed what ap-

More than 20 years later theae ltom their vanta1e point they peared to be a lar1e car,o. 
1leuth1 are 11111 searching for re- could tell It wu no conventional "They didn't wute any lime 
slden ts able to shed some ll&ht on aJrcran. They could not reco1nlze 1etlln1 It out of there," he uya. 
the strange happening. Until re- any part or It. There were no win- Even thou,h It wu clear to 
centiy members or the Pennsylva- dows, prop, or wln1s and no evld- members or the eearch team that 
nla Aasodation for the Study or ence that the cran had been occu- the object they found In the wooch 
the Unexplained, a statewide pied. wu manufactured, they were told 
clearln1houae for the UFO re- Althou1h lbe fireman 11)'1 by the military It wu a meteorite. 
portJ hu never been able to lo- there wu no concern voiced "Thln,s weren't Jlbln1," the 
cate anyone who claJms actualty about radlallon, "non, or 111," be fireman recalled. "I've 1een me­
to have aeen an object. Some or u ya, "hadtbe1ut1to1ndownlnto teortteund-nplctureaoraatel• 
lbe people lnveall1atora have con- that hole." Uta." 
tacled demonstrate a reluctance They were puuled, be 11811, Tb• fireman 11)'1 be u con-
to comment, perhapa out otrear or that the object bad remained Lo- .YIDftd tbe mWtary oll'ered th• 
beln1 ridiculed or that Ibey would tact after cruhtn, to eartll. NM o( a ae\eorlto 10 u not to 
olTend a aecurlty= n•cloua mill• "We all uaumed II wu a plane alarll tbe p11bUe. "If It wu a 
tary. • but 'When a plane "crub• Ill- .-. meworlte, wiu' tile ht, eecret! 

Even tbe fi reman who came for- are pieces all over. He daerlbed •• '-In& what I know now, I 
ward with an eyewitness account It u circular In lbape wttll a would aay It wu deftnlleJJ alien." 
22 yeara later arreed to apeak bumper around the radl111 tbat be aaya. "They . knew It and 
only on condition that he not be bore ralaed marli:inp thai re- • wuted to keep It aw17 II-om lbe 
ldenUfted. . minded him or ancient !oiltiaD publlctoawoklpanlc." 

He aaya he'1 convinced an hlero1lyphJC1. Tbe metal, wblcb All!loqb DO 011e fflf told him 
acorn-shaped metalllc object be be deacrlbed u rra)'lab pale iold IIOt to dbeua what be aaw, the 
and a handful or othera came In color wu crumpled mueb Uk•• ftremu 11)'1 be never eonaldered 
ecrou wu not man-made. PASU deflatedbeachball. "ltwuacolor telliDI b1a atory unW ha over­
lnvestJcaton won't1othatrar1de- you J111t don't normally-." be beard" people diKIINlnt tile 
cUnln1 to drawn conclu110111 aaya. Kecbbu:ient at a UFO tll• 
about what object If any w11 reco- No evidence rematnad or the blblt at a tn, mall. 
vered. While Ibey aay they have fireball that had been obMrved Th• expe 111C!e, be H)'I, or­
no reuon to dlacount bu atate- only houra bll't>re. The metal dJd lnl -•thin, c1- up that be ba­
ment, they hope other wltneaaa not even appear to be ecorcbacl Uev• u nol II-om thu world, 
will be encourared to coma ror- and the obaervera could detect no cblftled b1I whole lll'I ID vary aul>-
ward. beat or - any ,tow lrQID tile met- tl• w-,a. 

Three-member aearch partlea al. The memol')' oftbat m)'ltertoua 
were or1anlaed alon1 the Un•• or "We /u•~ didn't li:Aow what to o~tlbllnd ID tbe wooda, h11ay1, 
1 1rtd and the aearchen were i,. malt• o It, he..,._ I, "-lthtn, I'll clff)' to Ill)' 
aued fluhllf.hll and portable ra- Th• ftreman could 11e>t reeall ,rave. I aaw -•tbtni that prob­
dlos before 'belnc dropped otf at who It wu lhat reUned tlla ably dwlced a lot of Iha wa'/ I 
dl/Ttrent polnll alon, a rvad. ae1rcb team,, but be did re-• tll1ali:, tbe w17 I !Goll: at tblap.' 
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• 'Firebal!~lands 
earPittsburgh; 

~Seen in 7 States 
. ftJ/t.llOUf'. 

•c Sprnnt lo Tl1r 11411,rrr ~1 

,h . PIT"BURGH. Ur\' , 9.-,\ bl'II ­
. . lian t b11II o( fir which 11·as een 
\ <l l"l'lldll Q' IICl'O~ . Sel'en l lt!! 

~• nci C:inad" Thur. da~• ni11ht 
1: C'l'a~h(',t 11110 \\'II0d lO ntilt!f 

I ~0111h of hl'rl' . Fl.,111in2 ohje{' I 
{ fal1111! fro 111 it lOllchccl of( fire 
' in rrnns,·l:I\ 111a and Ohio. 
11

; Tile . .\rm • :rnct .'tatr Police -.. . 
~<'A led of( the wooded area with 

~c the explanallon : 
' "There I an 11nidcntlfled fly . l ,rt, ,ec. b . I" -
lu 1n o )ec t ,n the woods ." • 
~ The fireb all w;is se!'n by air­

I l:inr pilots :ind residents o ( 
'~ Cllnad:i. :\lichiga n. llllnoi~. lndf ­
,:1 ana , Ohio. Virginia ~ew Y0t·k 

and Pcno~l'lva111.1 . 
FlltE :-:~:.,.!I CLE\' El..\ .'W 

Th i' olJjecl :tPPHt'nll y lanciccl 
in II oods ne:i r Kecksb11n( . Other 
r ar ly rtr,urts imlit:i ted ii louch­
l'd off a series ol ., 111.111 grnss 
frrcs 10 ll'oods :!U miles ~oulh ol 
•..:1 e,·el:ind and drpo,-ited lwo 
.. ,m:ill <larks (J( shrcdcl<.'d Coif" 
in a ,w am11 near L:iprer. :\lich . 

Co:i~l 1;11an1 ollici:il, reporteJ 
from Windsor, Ont .. that a rlyiug ..• 
obJl'cl " e:<ploded" ovei· U1e • 
\\ ' rod.or-Oelroll .irca. Pllols in . 
I h~ area u w a Clash and Celt 
•riot·k waves on lhe fuselage of 
Ll1<.'rr planes . 

In Wa~hington. the Pcntaion \ 
announced that 11'h3ll! \'er ii wu . 
il ,1·35 not n 111ill H)' nircrnfl. II 
t'ould harr h<>cn a meteorite. the 
1'Pnt:11a?on ~;11d. 

tn l'ennsylv aula . Sl:tl<' r,olice 

I t 

Army, POltce · 
Seal Off Woods 
In UFO Probe 

PITTSBUROH <UPJ 1- u .- •. °?J 
Army o({lclnla - nd -1he Pe,m- r, 
ylv nla S t te ollc'l • Inst night f, 

s a led ofC nn • aren ·• in ~ou th• p.­
JNe tern P nnaylvanf exr,lnin-
lng th r "Is an unidentified 
Cl ylnl( object _ln ~th J~'.()()(111.':_~ , )>-

A spokesman tor Ii t nm or ! 
I rndnr exp rts .lrom the Army' ':' 

l 662 Rod r Squadron .h4!re . said, ~ 

• 

"We don't ' know vhnt we ha,· .>, 
yet." .... ~ ·,~ .. .a • • , .. ,.,. • • ..,, .. ' 

After sealing olt wooded, 
Isolated nrea at Kccksburg. P:i ., 
about 20 miles south ot he r e , 
orficers said • En Jne 
we1e beln o scene. 

he o Ject was ourid a H!r a 
flash of orange fire srreaklni 
across t he sky was reported l;y c. 
airplane pilots and residents In 
seven states. 

Pentagon -sources '"indicated c-1 
the fh1.sh could . .)lave tee n a 
meteorite. 

Stale - Police-went tr. "t tire 
: J<ecksbur&, . Po., .. arcn nll<' r •:1 
• w o m a n reported reein~ a 

"round. smoldering object cra.,h 
to l he e11rth." 

. Eo·rller report11 solrl the flMh 
'. could h11,•e been A high 11l t l11 :de 
I teat rockeHlred 'Over Lake.E rle 
i but National .-Guard and -.Air 
: Force 'otnclals denied any rock­
: els hod been fired . • •• • •• 
I ,Eric Johnson, • • repot-ter fo1· 
' an Erle. Pa., television !ltatlon 
salct, "It l1"1hed ncros the 
lnke, nor'th · northwes t or the 
Br ie. Airport lea,·ln~ n kln<l cf 
cloud oC smoklf behlml It." 

Ruymond Wallln11, a private 
nlr r,luM pilot from P11lnttvllle, 
Olllo, ~nld he wns Oylng r.w•i­
thc hike when he snw the "(ire­
hnll" and kept his. eye on It un­
til It plummeted Into tho lake. 

I 



Annn· ROPES OFF AnEA-

'Unidentified Flying Object' Flllls Near Kecksburg 
An " un identified fl vin~ 

ob1ccl .. -possibh the same 
on~ reoorlro seen streak tn~ 
acr os< seven northeastern 
stales and Canada lale 
Thursda •· afternoon - ap­
oarenth· Jell to the earth 1n 
a secluded wooded area 
near Kecksbur~ in \Yest­
mo1 elanci Count,·. 

Th~ area v. oen thr obJ('c l 
bnrtrd • a( 1mmcd1atch !>talcd 
a!J nn tbr ordc- r or u.S. Arm~ 
and SUlf" r ohrt offic-111~. ,.. . 
pr:r tcd•~- an lDl!Clf' l ll On of a 
• r lo,r ini ~cllon ·· of v.·hal t vcr 
n 1;\ ba,·t hUc D 

.\· ~pnkcsm an to , a 1,-am of 
r ~tlar cx~rt< from lhc- A rm ,·· ~ 

662 radar squadron in P itt~­
burth ~aid . " Wf' don·, know 
• ba t wr havr yet. · 

Tribun«' •Review Sla ff Writ er 
Robcr l Gau,- reported from tbc 
seen<' tha t .. no ont i< being 
1 llnwtct nrar the obJt'C' l. •• SUlt 
J'oll cr n(hcial !t lhtrr . h,. sa id , 
ordNt"rl th f" aru roP('d off to 
.ii\\ a il 1h r U '.J>t C' ltd ,rrt\' al or 
both U.S. Arm,· en Jin, r r~ and. 
rossibJ, . civilian sc1,n\i~ts. 

Th t' A r my tOU l:!LJ1f'N5 , hr ~~111, 
wcrr ~chrdulcd l ('I arriq• l1t tt> 
Thursd a~- niJht or tUIJ· Frida ~ 
111nrn1ni;: . Sc1rnU~1, wtrt txpecl ­
e (j to h(' brout hl i!'I ~omt ti mr 
lodl Y . 

U~abl, to u U: to anyon<' wb fl 

had actuaUv setn the ob~ct 
G;tt y repoft ,d that lht con­
s1slen1 explanation of lbe St­
cur ilr mt asurrs i~ lh at th t ob­
jc.-ct- • ·hat,vt r it i '-- ma y be 
co"uminattd with rad 101ctivny. 

Sf.,11,r M~·ste r~· 
1·1t , ·•unidenli!ied Oyin~ nb­

;«1·· ( l ' l'O) w•s siJhlt d fallin~ 
11, tht earth by Mrs.. Arnold 
Kala or J\cm, RD l and her two 
ch ihim1. Mrs. Kalp. Gau,· r t­
po r1 N.1 . \l."l s not available lo talk 
Thur sct .1 y nitb~. apoa rcntlJ· t,e . 
cau~e or lht lhron: of newsmen 
1nt1 1pc-c t.a lor~. who bf-,:an ar­
tl\' inc •n th<' K e-cltshuri: 111rea 
shorllv after ..-ord of lb t siJhl• 

Jn , was reporud . 
Althou1h no one bu Indi­

cated the 1i1r or sbae>e of the 
obJ«l. Gallr said he t.allled to 
one farmtr in tht are.a-Da)e 
Jioward , ••ho liwe.s about I mUt 
from tht KCD t of th, reported 
l•ndin~ . Ho..-ard repor~ ··1tt1-
in:.? a , ibnlioa" and •·• thump" 
about lh, timt th<' obj«-ct FT• 

port•dly fell. 
Tbe near-n atl io<alion ol U.. 

<'b.ff"c:t . Gally detcrmint<l , is 500 
lool ofl VJISlabvc RO<JIC 6Ql4 
In ) It . r1e.asan1 Township. 
about oa,-h•ll mil• ea.I ol 
Koc:ksbu,i. 

Exri1tmtnl cau.se-d b~· lbe • ~ 
Jl'lrtnl landin~. th, Tribmie-Rt'-

,-iew reJ10rter R id, procluCf!d a 
massive t..nffic Jam on tne ,mall 
roads wind.Joi around tbe small 
comm unrty of Kec:bbur &,. NUil" 
of th t just-cu.nous 1peclaton, 
be said . ~ l lb• - whn m­
formed bi· pola<e lbai tlwy 
t0<1ld nnt ~ t near the object.. 

7\"eimrnen Jr air 
News m~D. hwc•e.r-. wa-e 

boldinr liihL lor tlw most part. 
lo awail anmt offlml word 
lrom eith<r 11>1' U.S. Arm< or 
Ille Sta~ Police affioiai; ., 
chasy, . 

The obvioo, udtme11t &l'DUl­
ed by !ht appart 11! . lalldi.llC 
items. in i,ar.. from dDZCII..• af 

December 10 , 1965 
Greensbur g, Pa. 
Tribune-Revie.· 
Front Page Storr 

••~ " all OYff pans af lN 
__ _,, part a( tbe Uaitcd 

States .uni euada. 
Pt 11ta,- ~ bi W 

ooa.. D.C.. attanlma ID • 
Ullited Pre. IIK~ ..,._ 
pat.ch. ilrliooud tbe f1asb ....... 
ban bea • ---

Earlirr rt,-,ru. U.. UPI 6'­
paldl &&icl. llllllcaltd tbe Dall 
~ batt -· a Joist, alli ... 
test roclt:tt find .- Lu• i:n.. 
But NM,cnaJ Gani a..t A.rr 
f ortt aflicitlls told UPI npan­
en tut no naets llad _.. 
fiffd. 
~ UPI dl,pa\d - _, 
" EricJ......._ a ~ls 

aa Erie. h.. utnisilm a&ada. 

' 

aaiil. '"!! 

lab. -0 ---- af -
Eno -- ...... a .... ,ti 
tta.iaC•- ...... IL-

~~ ...... ·--
~--- ilc.. a.. • • .,are; .. e 
lat i.r win .... -
-..-ir- -Ullllr- ­
l alll ll __ __, - -
lob, 

-,u. c- 6-~ 

~-~-~~ .. - ... ~ - ---­-- ,----~ 
.,._.... - ~ SL Clar "'« 
---•tlall-- ­., tllttt .,__ 



,,I 

U. S. Probes Mystery 'fireha//' 
Pl'rTSl3UnGII , Dec. 10 IUPO -

.i.n orange ball of fire, sighted 
last night, in s~ven slates and 
CJnada, prov ided scientists, 

inilit ary pcrsonnol and police were unable t.o find any trace of 
with a mystery today. the object. 

There was speculollon the Pilots for Air Canada filghls 
fiery-looking object was a coming In to Windsor reported 
melcorile. The search ror debris they .saw a nash and felt shock 
which reportedly crashed to the wa ves on their p I an es' 
oar th 'began al da wn in fuselages . 
Pennsy lvania and J11lc-l1igan. A North American Air 

The orange ball was seen by Defense Command spokesman 
pilots, weather observers, Coast at Colorado Springs, Colo., said 
Guard personnel at Windsor, its I.racking st:ation1 did not 
Ontario, and residents or Idaho, llrack die flash or light. NORAD 
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, , tald l( It were a meteorite It 
northern West Virginia, and • should have shown up on radar 
New York. ~ . _. • scopes. 

ARE.-\ SEARCHED 

Air Force • omcers, state 
police and scientists combed a . 
75-acre mountainous wooded 
area or Mt. Pleasant Township, 
Pa., about 30 miles southeast of · 
Pittsburgh, for an object .which 
one woman reported crashed to 
earth "smoldering." 

'.'There's definitely something 
down there," . aaid : a itate 
trooper, who also saw the light. 
He descended the hills ide but 
when he got about half way 
down, those standing above said 
the light disappeared. 

Near Lapeer, Mich., 40 miles ' 
no11lh of Detroit, p o l i c e 
organized a search or a swamp 
where ,a sherifr's deputy, Lenny 
Toly, &>und shredded foil. 

"It loolcls like it may ha"e 
come from the fireball," said 
Mr. Tolly, He said the foil was 
male of lead and shredded in P. 
strip, one-si:tteen~h of an inch e 
wide. 

NO TRACE \\ 
The U.S. Coast Gu3rd o 

r reported a flying object 
, exploded O\'er tne Detroit-
• Wlndaor area. \'~els 

dispatched into Lake St. Clair [ 

' • 



2 111en breal{ silence 
on '65 UFO sighting 

I f 

Pair believe craf l landed and was removed 
By Mark Belko 
Post-Gazelle Sta fl Writer 

For almost 25 ' years, William 
Dulebush and • James n. Ro­
mansky Sr. have kept silent about • 
their Steven Spielberg-like close • 
encounter near Kecksburg In 
Westmoreland County. · 

Not any longer. 
Activated by the renewed inter­

est_ in the sighting of a mysterious . 
obJcct in the skies over Westmore- , 
land County in 1965, both men . 
have come forward with tales of 
their discovery of the UFO. 

Romansky is turning his en-

counter Into an appearance on the 
NBC television show, "Unsolved 
Mysteries," which wlll air a seg­
ment based on the Incident this 
fall. 

And while Bulebush Is not 
reaching for that kind of stardom, 
he Is talking publicly for the first 
time about what he saw. 

Romansky concedes that the 
television spotlight brought his · 
story out . In the open, but not 
because of dreams of stardom. "I 
figured that if I went public, more 
people would come forward and 
start telling what they saw." 

fl' 

2 Inen hreal{ silence 
on '65 UFO sighting 
IAUCER FROM PAGE I 

'I\... And when Bulebu ~h heard that 
llomansky was ahout to break his 

silence on national te levision, he 
figured that there was no need to 
keep his secret burled any longer. 

"I just didn't want to say any­
th ing to anybody. Nobody else 
said anything. Why should I be the 
first to say anything? When I 
hca ru about the inter -✓ icw, I fig­
ured I would come 111 and say my 
part," he said. 

Had they gone public immedi ­
ately after the Dec. 9, 1965, en­
counter, both men rea red , they 
would have been branded crazy by 
a skeptical public. 

" At that time, iC I said I sa w 
this or that , they were ready to 
call the funny farm, " Romansky 
said . "Now people are inquisitive. 
They're not naive enough to be-

• lleve that we 're all alone." 

SEE SAUCER, PAGE 4 

was a gold and bronze color. It 
was weird . I've spent 25 years as a 
machinist and I never saw any­
th ing like that. " 

Like Bulebush, Tlomansky has 
ho doubts about what he saw. 

"My personal feeling is that it 
was an alien spacecraft trying to 
make a friendl y approach, and 
something just went haywire," he 
said. Before going public, the only 

person outside their families who 
had heard their story was Stan 
Cordon, director of the Pennsyl­
vania Association for the Study of 
the Unexplained, a Greensburg­
based organization that Investi­
gates UFO sightings. 

. was like a smooth landing. I mean, 
I've seen too many pictures on . 
television of meteorites falllnf . 
No way could this have been. t 
would have torn everything up. 
The only th ing this lore up was the' • 
treetops. They weren't · burnt or .-: . 
anything," he satd. • • 

Shortly arter finding the object, 
search crews were ordered out of 
the area by two men in trench 
coals, and the Kecksburg Fire 
Hall was converted into a military 
command post, complete with 
armed guards, Romansky said. 

Different paths led the two men 
to the discovery of an acorn­
shaped object they said was eight 
feet in diameter arid 12 feel long 
with markin gs " like ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphics." 

While working on his car in his 
driveway th~t evening, Dulebush ./ 
caught a glimpse of "a fireball 
going across the sky. It made a 
turn and came back a little bit. I 
era wled into the Corvair and took 
oH (after it) ." 

llis journey led him to a hillside 
outside Kecksburg where he spot­
ted the object in the woods as It 
emitted a bluish glow, "like a 
welding arc," and went after It. 
Dulebush, then 40 years . of age, · 
found it nestled In a ravine. 

In the afterma th of the Inci­
dent, the official explanation was 
that the ohjecl was a meteorite. 
But. Dulebush said the object he 
aw was no meteorite. • 

"When a·'ii,eteor comes down, ll 
makes a hi'R hole. This didn't. It 

The object "had no seams. It 
was a solid piece. It was crack­
ling, _like something cooling off," 
he said. It also "had funny writing 
on the back. It was none of our 
kind of writing." 

Before falling Into the woods 
the object "made an S In the ai; 
. . . just like it knew where it 
wanted to go." 

So what was It? 
"I thought · it was something 

from outer space. I never saw 
anything like that around here or 
on television or anything," said 
Dulebush, who left the area before 
search crews arrived. 

Romansky, then an 18-year-old 
volunteer llrefighter called to 
duty because of fears thot an 
airplane had crashed, was a mem­
ber of one of lhe search crews. 

What he and others found "was 
a big surprise. It was no airplane. 
There were no wings, no motors 
no propellers, no fuselage. : ' 

''There were no windows, no 
doors,~ cracks, no scams. ll was 
Just 011e giant piece or metal. It 

Later in the evening, a flatbed 
truck left the area with a covered 
cargo, he said. Romansky, 44, 
believes it was the UFO. 

By coming forward with his 
ow~ tale, the Derry man hopes to 
entice others Into telling what 
they saw that night. 

"There's a lot more (witness­
es) than me. You're talking 20 to 
30 people - witnesses who saw it 
hit, who saw the military going in, 
who saw the military laking it out. 
Everyone had a piece of it." 

Gordon said the object, first 
slgh_ted over Ontario, Canada, was 
traveling loo slowly to be a mete­
orite, appeared to make con­
trolled turns and did not fit the 
pattern of a rocket or missile. 

lie said he believed the military 
had been hiding the truth ahout 
the l~t(dent and at>eut her UFO 
sightings elmy~ere , 
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#" 1965 INlJIDENT'J .. ,.,,h~~._;,.t(:. . . , .. .. 

Kecksburg' s UFO 
M yst~ry,. Unsolved_ 

, /I v DA 1'£ LE:STER 
Of Th < lW>v ~•-R<vino 

II •11 l.bortly ~ lorr t undo'"' Doc. t . IHI lhal I nery brlrbt 

~ •~~to ~~~~~r:~k=,£~ ~~"be: ~:~~r ~ 
ht,. u • tt" M ll. ow- · hnlll a nt ob1'11!d C"011llnued an-oN 0-.-­
non bir: u tun C"Of"twtr ot Ob1a l \...or a la Couoty ) a nd •n\.C'n P~ylv1-
n1• and ••• ~b lo . , \ust 1.tJ: It.a les a nd c,n.ada beJOA l\ 
p luml'!Wted lO ur\A Ln WuU'DOf'Tl,a,nd County 

Wb 1l UDded lb.al t vrrun1 lD I de-QMI)' wooded Ire.I nut 
I( rcut>w-c .-.ma lDI I poi.a l ol conl<ftUocl Tho Air f orct ma loWn, II 
wu • me-,eont t wb.ll t o\btn lnust H wu I man-made obj«t - a 
h Un u tt" IUl~ • ,py phiM or • U::N •dudt.. SUU olbrn auuesl ll 
c-ou ld Unbet1,u1 l!aup,aC11CT1f L . , 

LcspHe- rrporu from r ycwllDCSM:I lhal lbt mlltLlry rrlrltved 1 

~ru,~ ~~~~;u:i~ C:~,~~ 'ih:°t: ;c:..~:~~ 
('()n!lrmf'd Ula t anytbJ.nr •u found 

It warcun d,d flod aomt"l.tunJ lM'y area, t.ellln1, Y-..ent1 7ean 
h tf'r lM ldt nUty of wb.a l (tit mllh.ary ti'~ ■ n W1ldenUf1l'd n)'i.na 
Cll'Jf"M rrm11ns I my,trn stuoudtd lD ofhd al lf":rtty. 

Ama1,ur 1nvt,t1111on u y lh t .,arTb lor dlC"UINDIJ tha t ml1bt 
o lh·· 1 clut lo wbal landt'd nf'U lht 1m1 ll nu■ l C'O:nmu.n.llyhu I~ Lo 
f:;u lin1 rt-.,1"\lhON of lh4' d ·u p r,tlrlnc-t ol l'flhr t Kl& of records 

;~~~LlOa:o~•~r,C:.~':: •tt,~:~t=-~~oi";:~~~t to th• 
mJJn..a.ry ■Dd lM l'l' dll'mf'"nt II JtDfflled wa, not anllkt a n l'plc 
K t•ncT hclk>a 4ram&. U )"I GrttnJbur1·1 St.a ti Gordon •bobu1pet 
lbt llllt:rvetWlc yurs 1tt.empU01 LO unnvci we mystr:ry of wb.a t 
landed lD lhf • oocb.. 

· 11 wu jusl 11kt Wor of lht Wooid, LI Pr"IWII r1 Jbl la our 
bl C' kyard.. " u y1 Cord,t,,a, w ho M'n f't u dll"'flC't..M of ~it han,1lw1nla 
Ctnirr for lbt S1ud7 of th t Unupl.luw-d I rt"M'an:b 1roup lhlt Hf'Yel 
u I clt1nn1hous.r Jo, report.Io( u.nu.su1I pb">Omenon. 

Cunos,1y a.ttke.n ,.mmed lht aanvw roada ludlftf to lM ,-m,,, 
•• r onn:unt:nt ofhc-u I.a. lhr rnlllt&ry and me-ci t• C"OaYffled oo t.bt 

~~~lr~~ll~rp,: •~:c!l;:::,~~J= ~;::rob~ ":1~~~ w1t:= 
U.)' A l Y l rlO !,U poLnLI a l<>nr the pal.D oJ lbc ob)K1 UI ,.fcb.J11n ■bd 
Pie-nm ylva a..ia c ame- rl'~ru lb.at mrull.c m.attnal ltU from the Uy. 

_c;,.,. n D_Y Thuu , ontl, , 
Th< Elyria (Ohio) Chr on let t ttporud U..l lboullndl DI obMrren 

s-aw ch,,mU 11am u,to lht t' arlh lrom L■ kl' Erit LO E.atoe1 Towft&b.lp. 1 
mu.n1cip.il•t)' a buwt 1~ rniia '°"~ ol u.. 1.bonUN.. ODI E1yrt.a 
f,r,-n~~ bl • m«"d lal lln1 lnrrTM"Dll lor st.■ r1lDI 10 un.■U p-UI hrea LI 
a I '\-00 f l l(Jt a rt'a a lone lht> ,.,,, bank ot lM Black Rn·er. 1D LonlA., 1 
c r o-o: p of ct11l d1rn pl1 y1n1 ~u ■ ec:bool rtpe>rted •nol.bef dn1..ok 
dr(...r,~ 1nle, lht' acbool yud Tbt nenpape, ~ported. bowner, lb.at 
"°" nrrf' lft I Dt'C"OVnt y or 11A1t •trt lra,u~ota (ow,d,. 

Ir. M,cho cao.. 40 milN ooru ol O.iro1L I O.puty abulll reported 
f1 ,W, 1n( • ,cr ap of dirf'ddt"d ltadtd lolJ • tucll may tun come lrom 
lbf 1,rr-ball Simila r Jn1me11u •trt rerovtted LI M.ldlud. 8a.Yer 
Covn1) 

C,.,rwo. Wbo bu IIIIHY-od ririll1m IFbo wan cloat lo lbo 101!111, 
u y, ll •ppt•rt U.. mll1Lary HLlbha...i • dlnct llnot • ILII NORAD, 
l ... f' ft ~nowo 1.1 lhf Nort~ Amt-rlCI D Alr lJitlfflM Command. R.ecotdl 
W •' llt l.U I a rnon1 UM' •ltbC"IN req uttl lnl lnJormaUoe wu 
Ii•.•- • ·1 Jub,-~•« C• nl <r La IIO<ll\oll, wlUcb la lbo days prior to 
lur.u btw11op wu 11•4y1n1 mneou 

Amon1 l "~t' r'U'Mnl and mll1ur1 aJU Nm.moned Lo K.ecubura 
Y,tff 1rwmlcr1 ol lhf 02nd R1ou !iqUdroa. I ult lor1ted Ill u.c 
Am-• auppo,1 lacllt1y ID o ,,e1a k and manben DI Pn>,-ct BIN 
Bot-, r I •~ • I vnll • "IMI 0[.14'r aleid ovt ol Wr1P,l· Pltt.enoll Alt 
F "' « 11.&M 11 0. y1<11. Oluo I"" lM pwp<at ol lll•toUl•Uac Ul"OL 

Ta, wa ,r, •u coON"•lr •Led la LM aru of•...._, rariol • a ~---·· 

" 

A' O --------- - ------,1 

UFOLaJided 
2 0 Years !g?: 

__,..._.._... . 
I• "" •-l 111 m llN -1• el lM rilllp.~tdl - ...,. .... 
01,1 , poi ,.,. '"""'°nltomO-, ,_,.-.,.__,,_ 
r.trt•- s ~ , 11o ....,..... _... .., .. ......,... 

.,_.,~ l pPO..- ly ~l II l,y 11,a ,nllllar,. ~ -
W f!f9' te - ■NI MIii Nrort" ........... I.Ul U. .......... 
r1 pl 11\1l l..,o(l..-e<ll0<U..L,pl-lJ •U~,-iWe.....,~, 
nd.a.C'\J ffC"lllftla ffll U lkMl •# ... 

. lbonl/ brlor, 111• Nar<'~ wu npan .. Le Ml .. -.... .. , a-.. I 
am ....... 1,-.- ,..portr4 INIIII a tmlM, ~• ll&M laU...,... 
a bovt 1,01~ ln>mwlt<rolll17,...8'Udial••~~Llpl 
aud<lffil141uppu"'- ',, • • L. 

C"'°"" q.el,_ wb1tl>er Ille-rd! ...... ttl~alCMai,..._ 
llooert L BIUIU, wbo wu Iba cslel _, ~ 11A 

d<parlmenl ..calla - ln t I bH<ry U\llli.r, lr-.n IMff 1M _.. 
b•I ht u ld a Ll rp ronttd U.t back_ ~•U-, WUI carp. II UJ. II 
c 1 rr1,d " II wu c,c,,,nd c:ompl•ldl." uysBlia.. -Y•..W.'ltall 
U lhtn ••• 1n7Ut.tn1 lnl..lOt. • 1 

• • • , 

Blloer nUrnatn lbo lnK:k kpa,,_ 1M - UOOil It• l•M 
Jim Oll,,rmlllL1ryor r ••.,,..,_ ,__a,.,......•1M-, 
~NP'"1 LMn•tneofl UmJLa. • • ,. • •. "" · • 

la, 1rt1 lnd ocauoe Ow mllli.r, _, Uft ~ U ..,,lad 
-.Pl''"" La I decll.Ulld Air,._ - IMI .. la a all waa 
madt Lo I.he 0.kU le radar vnll • ..., , ' -..,. • . - "' 

..A l/lrtt-lnla lum LIi beoa dlapalcMill .. -~ • PL Le 
ln•H lil•l• 1od pick up • • ob)ect U..t no,,_• lln.~-IM -
NldJ.. ~ .I • ' .. ~ 

tu 1>«r uConlonc1n l<ll lheno wu .. f!Aalll,oep-oliacnlf 
n portf"d w,r1n1 1 tra ll of blur amok1 U'I UN' area • • • • ..., 

Olh<n r<p<><t«I ltthna I •lbr• '- Ind -nnc • .-le ....... kt 
flrf'm,•11 '"ponf'd no ll rt 1n Ul t vlda.lt7 1 t UM Uml.. , • ' 

Th, Air fortt ·a omcl1I upl1nai- IUl i. ~ WU a -­
•u aupport«I bJ Dr. r,111 A.-ar, U.. - >M 1M , 
Baldwln-Wallaco (Colltl<l Obaen'1lor)' la ot,Jo wMu.-uad tut II 
•u 1<1111ll7 1 lbowtr ol mtleon wlUdl wan upcl,lld o .. U)'I 
latu. ·' 

Or Nlcbolu w •rm•• ol lb• All•s""">' OIIMrY•lory la PIUMIU'p 
u ld II could ..... bttn I IT>"l<Of Jn,m u...-.11111oa GClnlal. 

But M venl UF"O rt:Mar cbtn dllC'OUDl ,~ l'&plaulilGL ~ 
0M lbYetlll • lOr •rnt 10 lar 11 lO l ll.anpt t.ocalnla~ ......... ., 

Ule ob,K'l lO OtmONlrl tt lhal It C0¥1d D0t hi•• bN:n a meteor. 
In an ■ rhdf' publ1~hit-d I year • llff lN '-14'rffll. lM lala IYU 

~nd.noo clt-mono1r11«1 lh l l l.bt ••rial object IDl<le H unpl l""" 
• thana" in coune nol possible for I met.ear OIi boUa 

Rrly1a1 on 1lchl1nc1 by cornmtrd1l ud pr1Y1Le pOota and 
obs<n•n alone l.b< palb ol Ibo objoct. S.adenoa piDpculad lbo 
d ir«:honol lnvrl on a map. dtmonslrlli.DS IIIAI U.,e(,ject Dl'objldl 
lnvt"le-d 1n 1 1tra11hl lior lrom ua& ol f'lml. Mick...., Lak1 Sl. 
Clair to Oberlin and Elyna our C,evtl■ Dd Ut a 1D11lMdt·b7-­
MM1lberly di=U•a belor< mak.ina I n-<1osne 11U11 IO tae-. P'rom 
lhat polnl S.ndrnon wrlla . U.. 1lna ol lr1ffl wu OU-alibi u.rou,~ 
Midland lo KecUbur1 

&ae-d oa lht eaact llmel the ob;.ct wu obNrn4 at Polatl a>ona 
tu p1lll. S.ndrnoa wu obit to calcvllto the.,,..., ol tlia ~u.a 
m<l<Ot' 111 ,011.t mil .. per bour, lut lo, lnJ ..... ma<le •)lcl lllll . 
C'Ompar,Uv, ly t low lor a mtl-, IM......,_.,....,_... ... 
bttnclock«I 11 27 .000 mil .. per bout. . 

Conlon doubt1 lhll tn 191! l.bt U.S. ,......... • .-,.11 ... 
C'On, wllb l.bt ctpablllly of r,eculln t I U-<losr-tan1lallill&- • 

Llkt Sand'"""- Cordoc, and L<oftlnl H. Slrlasflald, a UP'O 
lnvt"St111tor who hvn lo Cmnnn■ U. 4kMlbt 1M ,.._,_.IOll'I 
nplanatJon DI • =1eor brcaust DI U.. l«nC'J dllpl.aJM by 1M 
mllllary and ol~r a•••rum<nl 11rncia ln U.. m,raterloul f1ttb.lU. 

" Wh.ll la 10 o«nl aboul I IMl-1t<1 U w - .,_ U.. 
rnporulblllt7 DI Ille mlllLlrJ to pici -, -1&aa. • .. ,. 
Strln11 1,. Jd. 

Th• , ...,a rcher IIJI bt b N!rtala 11,a mlllla'L.~ u •)lcl 
and '"""u It co,ild ........... • U.S. mlllla17 .. --
ol some- 1,0rt f alhn1 lrom an atria.I objecl 

Corcloo b ol 11w llm« oplnloa. •1-.. alwa71 foll !Ml WU a 
::r::;.d• de•IN! lrvm I c:ounlr}' •nbtnni LIii\ - oat al-.....• 

Ont 1roup, cm- A111n11 uro s«rwc:y, wWdi a... - P'0I 
"'!U .. U lo obLIID l.M>ullndt ol d«laalllod doclllDftll, 11,u _,.. 111 
n11 l11t t.bat UW 1ov1nvnen1 tn•u Uf01l1hU.p ...,.terioual7. 

Arconhn1 lo Ray lloecbe. 1 iMmber of Ille CAUS adv--, ........ 
U,, Air for« LIi Wlll«l lhll Uf'OI LIN ar,or _.s I UIAal la 
111Uonll IIK1lrily. But •~n CAUS w .. l ID cout la IHO ~ 1M 
ttltlN ., b11r1dredl ol Uf'O-ttl•l.., ---If Irani i- Na'"'-1 
SKvrilf Aaenq, lbo coun dlamlaed 1M c- • llioa.,......, 
n1UoD1I ll«\lr1ly. ' 

Pnl)<d B111t Boot, tile Air P'orN'I 11·,ur la1'11tipllaa late 
UFOs •11 c:onduclod la !tit IMII 8o«N UJI \M Air,_._. 
,.,, lnlffalod Lo roporu or uro li1b11ap. 

Botttw 1111 rvmon ol lbt nlale<IN al Air hrce a1t1 IMI .. 
nolhlnl bvl 1nveoU111t UFOs could M pun apec,,Lalloa NI a -
d1 ttd Oct. JO, !tit lrvm Air f.,.,.. 8ri1 Cea. Clrl'Oll IL......_ 
hlnll lllll UFO, would coali.D,.. la M lavllllp!H 1W1N11i ullllal 
to1el~1..,..cu,-1a. T'llemm>0. 1ccor4lal to8-M_abo ...,_ 
li><r• w.-. l'9pOrted UFO c:ua la...U,alad 11,J N&D&a .._ tau 
PrvJoc1 Bl .. !loo&. 

Alr fortt LL Ool. Cbd; Wood, ~ .. ,-lie aflalra 81 
NOllAO M1dq111rwn la ColondoSDr\lw. Cola. uys 1M Air hrce'I 
tn, .. u11Uoo Into uro·a eoOed will, Prv)o<t 111 .. 11oot. l\apar1a., 
UF'O IIJhllnp 1n Alernd lo DOier IS-. lacl ...... 11,a ~ 
Avl1lton Admi.D11lr1tlOD, 1cc-ordu11 to W-. 

Bui S1r1ncl1tld IAllaU U..ro laa apaclal _.,IM ____ _ 
Air fo,co °"till W~ICb oper1i. co...-U, la lM U.I.. L. ..tllfll 
Npor\lo/UF'Oaulla 

• 

• 
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'Unidentified FlJring Object' Falls N{ 
An "wudu~ n~,n~ 

ob1cct'"-i)OSSll>ly th• s.u...., 
OM ~ ett<> SU-e.klnJ: 
.a- le\'U DOl'U>ularU 
"-Aa&Dd~uiu 
~af\en>Oon -&l)­
___,.- ldJ IO U.. unh Ill 

• aK:ladcd wooded IJ'U 

- M<bbuJ't lll W e5\· 
-....i eounty. 

\ Tio& ..... .,...,.. tli• ob)<t\ 
l"i ....., •;a UDmedJ.aLdy tuled 
; • • .. onlu ol. U.S. Anny 

' - - Pol.I« af!Jcall., .... 
-- • Ullkip.li- o/ • 
- ~ • el. 4'UIH«r 

•;...,.-lalloa. 
. ,. ........... IU.me/. 
..., _, boa lb< Army'• 

612 n4&t eq,..on,o 10 PllU­
'ow-cJ> '"1 . ...... - ·, lulow 
•a.a.1.~MttJl't,1.' 

"t'nillait-&n-•• SWf Wruu 
.._,G&UJ,qaon,dlzoa,lb< 

--- -- -- ~ u belA& ---.---.--.a..·• 5,u~ 
..._ ______ __ 

___ ...,. ... 
.. IUl._c-.,,d_e/. 
bola U.S. ..,_, -. -. 
__..,_ c rill.u10011U1U, 

n,, ...,., - ... uld, 
wen ICMdwed l,O af'T1ft Laa 
n..a.i., lllPI .- un, P'ndAy 
- - -NnU-• 
edlobtilr-,Jo.lla ... , ...... 
today. 

1Jub1c lo ~ 18 u, ... -

bid acLU&U, aeeo \.bt ob>ecl 
<, ill)' n:P0rled lbat lbr coo• 
'"~t u .ptaAaUOD o! Lb, H · 
conty meuwu Li \bat lbt oo­
)Ccl-•ilatevt:r it b-may be 
coalam~1ed with radaoacLJvuy. 

Shape M y,ury 
n. I tilled 'll'lOII ol>­

,-n• IIJ?Ol •&& &ia'.bled lolbAc 
'" .. u.rtll by 11,,._ Arnold 
lull> o/ A.cm, BD l &IJd btr two 
- Mn. 11:alp, Gally ~ 
pt.t\ad,, •u IIOl avail.able t.o \Ilk. 
-., ...,._ •--1r i,.. 

u.c al IDe thraDc " .... ,me.a 
Md -"'"'• wbo bepo &r• 
ftYa& U1 tbc- K.ecubu:r& a.re.a 
.-i,a11u.....iattboll&bl· 

J.D.&Wt.s;~por\.ed_ 
A.Ju>ouab oo _,. b.a, b,,dj. 

c.altd lb< .... .. lll>ape o! u,, 
ob)<CI. G~ Mid b, ~ed IO 
o.or iarmer UI Iii!: U"M-Dalc: 
liow&rd, •DO lffa about • m.U~ 

- tho -- " ti>, n:pon.ed laood,q. llowvd repc,n.ed "I..,._ 
111( • ribntM&" led ... tlw.mp" 
about U.. t,me .. ob)<Cl ,._ 
ponedly Jail 

Tbt •u.-uct loeauoo o( ~ 
ob)<tl. G:ally --LDed, u 5CO 
feel olf 1.e,..i.u.. IIOl,1, "214 
a, 11.l. P- TC>W1LWI>. 
about -MIi allo - el. 
~ 
Eu••- ulaood br 1M •P-

- --- u.. ,.,.__ .. 

vt.e~ ~pon.n .. Ni, produud :i 

m»~n ln.fhc ).&m oc I.Qt unall 
ro&4'W'ID<im& arow>dUI< UII 

commUAl\y ot McUb\ar'C:. Muiy 
of \k )U.ll ~W"'IOlilS 1pr.CULon, 
he a.a.id, kt!. ua.t ac-...r wbft UI· 

lonlied by poi,c, Ibo: ll>t)' 
-.Id ... ~ _, tho ob)ttl.. • 

1"ewanun Wait 
>-it'"ms. b.owffer, -.,,.r:n 

bold.lni u ab<. for th< most pol'\, 
\o I W &Jt IOmt afbcJ.aJ word 
tnnn ellllu ..,. U.S. Armr or 
41>< SUw: Poatt allia.ah ID --~ob ... u cll.m- .,...,.._ 
eel "7 11,o a pp&n:11& IA!ldiat 

--- la part, - - el. 

~ar Kecksbu_rg 
"~" all ooer PAN ol Ibo 
--panatllltllaiied 
&!Ma &IJd C&uda. 

did, "4 fl.uoed - U. 
lokt, DOrtb -11>.- at .., 

Decesber 10 , l 965 
Gre~sburg, Pa. 
Tribune-ievi.ev 
Front Page Story 

p...._ - .. 'flub­
tioli, D.C., .--, lo a 
'Uuod Pn. -- d ... 
pa(cb.,llldi<wadlkllul>couid 
l:unbeeea .. ..-. 

Eart..,, Npor\1, • UPI d»­
p,uh utd, llldlcaled U.. Oub 
could bavt beea a lit.&i.c ~ l UCH. 
\.Hl rociet bNd OW'W 1..u.t Eric.. 
Bu.: NI.UOQ.&! Giuzt aao Air 
f °""" olflc.als told UPI rtPDM· 
en U..t ao ~ il>ad beti> 
llrod 

1'>o UPI d"'l)Mca •- • : 
"Enc Jaaia.,, a ,_,., !Air 

UI Ent , PL, .--·-

En• airport 1,eo...., • Did '1l 
cloud ol ,mol<.t bthmd IL" 

"RarmODd Wallinp, a pnvalAI 
UfllWlt pilot from p.._.w .. 
Ob.,o, w id br wu Oymc owtt 

\be LM.t when be •• U. 
" IU'd>all" and k.e:p\ bu ,ye oo 
l l Wlll1 w plum meled mlO \Al 
l.allt 

" U.S Cou: Ciuarc adJc11il1 
reported a tJyin, ob,ect up\od· 
ea OY~r the D t:ll'OU • WUIIQ~r 
a.re. f OUT veu,e.h werr d1•• 
P,IC~ oo\O Lu• Sl.. CLu.r but 
wut' UIWlOit \LI hod MJ/i 1race 
al ~ ob )t:C\ . 

F+§-'% ➔ .;;;.- - .:z:r::z;:;u 

·◄ 
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Kecksbu~g st?rring _in UFO drama. 
By Sharon Santus 9, 1965, witnesses r€ported seeing Shannon McGinn, segment pro- converged al the scene and set up 
TRtBU~ ·REYIEW 

1 a fiery, bright . oriµ1ge object ducer, said witnesses were inter- a command post at the fire hall 
streak' across the sky over Michl- viewed at the Kecksburg Fire Firemen reported seeing a can-

. ,Th.ere ~t was, ~just off Kecks- _gan, the tip _of Ontari'? and west- ; Hall several days ago and addi- vas-covered military transport 
~ll.rg's J'.!lain road: ~ large, uniden- ern Lake Erie. The obJect con tin-~ tional interviews were conducted truck head toward the landing 
tilled, acorn-shaped, object that ued its descent and.finally glided , earlier · this week at Mountain area and then leave later that 
had fallen from the winter sky ~ earth in a d~ns,ely~wooded area , Vie~ Inn, east_ofGreensburg. night The next day, the obj~t 
into a creek on the Bill .Howard nearKecksburg. , . . D;trector Michael Mathis said was gone. Researchers theorue 
farm. '6 ... . r. , • Wednesday · night's shooting the military loaded the object 

Anyway, that's how it will ap-, ~Ya f~w _people made 1\ to ~he schedule ,,:,included~ "Kecksburg onto the truck and drove it te an 
ear on an upcoming episocle of , _landing site bef~re st~te -po_lic:e , Fire Deparlm~nt-P,resiaent "'Jim unknown destination. 

C's • ''Unsolved Mysteries" ' ~:ala~rJ}1~.rru1/ta1 :~lose<!J he_; i Maxes' accbunt0 0! w uig a~ lue -~~ Gordo,n: director of the 
~hen.a.segmen_t no~bt!ing filmed Those ~ho :~aw the o'bject de~~ 1ig~!.I puls~~~™ll'"~tbej tavine <· ~een_s~~rg-b!,Sed -Peruisylvania 
!,Jl~ks~urg iµrs ~ falh . ''<Scribe • as 8 gold-'"1lcorn-sha • d ' 1 w~~t:~~1,~o~ect~ ed=:'l. ~t\ Associa~on ror •. the ,Study or the 

A full production <team m-,, 'metalcratlthatldidnofc.rasb ~t· ''We ·were·'.mfci . -~ -had Unexp~ed, has ;-i been re-
eluding actors and technicians.de- glided to earth iii what appeire<I ( , fallen froin, the:skj , M"ayes $aid. :, ~arc~ ~e.~ from the-onset. 
scended~on ,the tiny_ Westmore- . to be a $elf-propelled controlled • ;: ~et-a tate 'troo~ r at 'the fire · He sai~ witnesses who hadnev­
land Coun~ comm.uruty Wednes- ··landing. ,. ~ • • ,!~- ball _,and .drove' ... him .;;'to~ml'1he er publicly comm~ted. on the 
d~}' to begm tb.ree da)'.s o,f ~ng. _ The' Air "Force· maintains the area.'whereJpe'~-came down. ~ase agreed to be mtemewd by 

'U~solved Mystenes IS re- object was' a meteor, but that' When w_4r,we~9 on 'fop 9n th'e hill, ; {!,nsol.,ved Mysteries. 
crea!mg the 1965 UFq cas.e which ,claim has been . disputed by wit- we l~kecl down·. in~ the ravine People who . b_ave. nevt;r met 
continues to _baffie_ scientists an_d nesses. They say electricity arcing and we saw tb,e_blue li~~t flashing. each ot~er are gi~ 1d~tical a~ 
paranormal mvesttgators to this from -the object and its sharp • The trooper said, 'This is as far as counts, Gordon ~aid. 'We don t 
day. ' mid-air ,turns an'd controlled de: you go."' know what ~he obJ~ct was, bu_t we 

Shortly before sundown on Dec. scent l:>elie the meteor theory. Mayes S"';d mili"ta 1 know what it wasn t. It definitely . .... ry personne w~notameteor." 

, . 

-- .... .., 
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. TRIBUNE-REVIEW 

1965 K~cksburg UFO case 
will res Orf ace on TV show 

before it landed. It seemed to be 
self-pro pelled." 

Gordon said witnesses have de­
scribed symbols on the side of the 
object that may indicate it 
belonged. to a foreign govern­
ment. 

John Brandenbu rg, Ph.D .. a 
Washington, D.C.,-based theoret­
ical physicist who works in the de­
fense ind ustry, has tudied the 
Kecksburg case ex tensively. He 
said he is convinced the object ' 

UFO FROM/ A1 

Witnesses reported seeing 
sparks, blue smoke and electricity 
arching from the object. 

Robert Bitner, who was then 
president of the Kecksburg Fire 
Department, said fi remen were 
dispatched aft.e r a caller reported 
"something had fallen out of the 
sky." He said when he arrived, 
state police and later Army of­
ficers prevented him from going 
to the scene. 

"I don't know what rank these 
Army guys were, but it was clear 
they were big brass, not privates 
and sergeants," Bitner said. "We 
were..,a11 prepared to go down to 
the s_cene with them, 'but, they ► 
stopped us." ' 

'The whole back 'of the truck was covered, so if 
they (military) did take som~thing away, you 
couldn't see it. I'm convinced they did.' = was extra terrestrial . 

,., :__ Robert Bitner '"';;. "If a man-made spacecraft had 
__________________ • _ _ _ _____ • fallen out of the sky, it would not 

have come down slowly," Bran-
Bitner said a mili tary troop- cl ined to comment fur ther. - . den burg said. "It would have im-. 

transport truck was driven di- Stan Gordon , director of the . pacted at sucli a high speed that it 
rectly to the landing site and later Pennsylvania Association for the · never would have remained in-
that night was:driven away. _ · Study of the Unexplained, said tact. This object was intact." 

"The whole back of Jhe truck new eviden~e has surfaced to- Brandenburg, who said the ob-
was covered, so if they,did take prove the obJect was not a mete?r· ject's slow descent and sbarp 
something away, you couldn't see . "People are coming forward c- turns also rule out a meteor, said 
1t.th," Bdi_tdn~r said. "I'm convinced now who ·have never talked about witness accounts clearly indicate 

ey 1 • ., . ,. • . , • this before,'") said Gordon, who :- the object w~ not earthly. • 
When the area. was exammed_ will be featqred exte~ively on ~ •• ~ . • . • • 

the next ~ay, nq~g:,!as.fo~d;. 'i: th~ P,rQgram,; •-~e•t ~ l~arJJ~ the,; 1~1t'.§ the most "believabl! expl• , 
~he Air F~rce.._:Jn~.the-\, o~.1e~t J\te~mptedto ,,aip,alijtu_ •: wttlop .we bav;,, be_~ n's~• 

obJ~t~~~~-(.:~-- ~;~ d~ ,!~;,~!Qt ~~Sl Vffijl\C~fr~y~ -~! -~~tbat,m~• id!;e.-

.. ".i;i ___ ~••iii■-i•~~---~~---~~-:!""!i.· !i!'i!'" ~-1· !II , ~ • .• ,3-i;_., ,· ",, ~ i • " J.. :U • • d ~ .... • ....... ~, --: 
- r • '•,. " d ~,~Jl:t \ .t\ <., _:.~tL.-.~T- ._! • 

t. ·,i.1~,,;, ~ .... .. y~ -1t:· · · 

"'t1. ... •:·: ~ ,;: : .... ;·~ \ 
~;.~1l .... ,.J,;, :,-;r ., 
'lij. \11:.,;•~. ~t -..,, ,. 1t l ~ 

, ~- , ~ . 11-: rt. ), t , . • • 
r\_5~ • t!r.,.i, ~ '~ i " 

' • ;_J !t I. . . ... , • .,, ' 



~ J 965.JNCIDENT ~ -~-~-•\~; .. ,, .. •· .. , .. 

Kecksburg's UFO 
Mystery Unsolve 

Bv DA \'E LESTER 
0/The Tnbune-Rev,ew 

ll wu short ly ~ lore sundown Dec. 9, l 96S that a fiery brtgbt 
orange object stttaked acr-ou the sky over Michigan. lhe Up of 
Oot..1rio • nd weatem La l e Erie. DeacrJbed by one ob.server ae•r the 
111,r u • •· ll re!>a ll , Ille• bnlll anl obJecl C'Onllnued O<TOU 1 
nor\heaslern corner of Oh\o \Lora,n County) and w«Lern Penn.sytv a. • 
nIa a nd wa1 s.«n tn al leoul s1 1 slate.s and Canada before ,t 
plummeled lo earlb in Wesunorela nd Coun1y. 

Wbat landed tha t evening 1n a densely wooded area near 
Kecuburg remaana a point of contenuun. The Air Force ma1nt.a1o.s 11 
was a meteonte whUe otben m.sut ll wa, a man-made obJe-ct - a 
fallen s.lelllle. a apy plane or a test vetucle. S1111 olllen suggest 11 
could bave ~nan a Uen sp;ic«ra fl. 

0..pue report.I from eyew1tn~ !ba t the mtlit.ary retrieved a 
large object from the woodJ, concealed II w,der a t.arpaulin and 
hauled it away under cover of darkness the Al.r Force bu never 
confirmed tha t anything wu found. 

II searchen dtd find somethan~ they aren 't te lling. Twentv yean 
!;Her the 1denu1y of what the m1lit.ary termed an untdenWied 0),ng 
obJtcl rema,ru a mystery sh rouded 1n ollic i>I secrecy. 

Amateur mnstigaton s.y lhe search for documents tha t m1ghl 
offer a clue to what landed near thesmall rural community has lea to 

~!!~~,~;~~~•~:~~r~,u~~l!~tir~~~;~,:~~ne~~rs~!:~h.ot records 
What LS iu>o•a I.I W I -lb• Object W U of ueat Interest lo Ille 

JT1Jl1t.ary and Ille n c11emeot II generated was not unlike an epic 
science lacUon drama, s.ys Grttn.sburg ·s St.an Gordon wbo bu spent 
lht 1n1erventog yean attempting 10 unravtl the mystery of wha t 
l~ naed lD the woods. 

" II was JUSI lilr.e \Var of the Worlds happening right in our 
backyard. " says Gordon. who serves as director o f tbe Pennsylvama 
Center fo r the Study of the Unex plained. a research group tbat serves 
as a clea ringhouse for report.sol umu ual phenomenon. 

Cunosity Sttken ja mmed the narrow roads leading to the village 
as covernment oll ic ia l.s. the military and media converged on tbe 
scene. PitUbur gb 's /ltllegbeny ObservaLory was deluged with phone 
ca lls from people who reported seeang the object hurtlinJ across the 
sky Al va r tou.s points along the path of the object In M1cblgan and 
Peruuylvanta came reports lha l met.a Ille ma tenal tell from I.be sky. 

S PPn n _v Tliuu,anda 
Tbe Elyria (Ohio) Ch ronicle reported that thousands al observen 

saw chunks slam in to the ea rth from Lake Erie to Eaton Towruhtp, a 
mw,1c1 pa h ly .o boul l ~ miles M>ullt of Ute sbore lule. Ooe Elyn• 
lirtman blamed fal ling /racments for sl.lrtlog JO small grass fi res !JI 
a l,000-loot area along lhe east bank of the B~ck River. In Lorain, a 
group of children pla ying near a scbool reported a nother chunk 
dropped into the school yard. The newspaper reported, however, that 
nownere 1n Ute county or st.ate were fragments found. 

In M1ch1gan, 40 miles nortb of De1ro11, a deputy Uterilf reported 
finding a scrap of shredded l~aded foil which may have come from 
th t fir eba ll. Stmtlar lragme, wert recovered in Midi•. nd, Beaver 
County. 

Gurdon. who baa interview f vlUaas who were dose lO the scene, 
sa ys ti appean the milit.ary blisbed a direct l!Jle wttb NORAD, 
then known as Ille Nortb Am .,, Air De/enae Command. Records 
Indicate that among tht agencies requesllng informa tion was 
NASA's Johnson Space Center 10 Ho11Ston, wb.icb In the days prior to 
lunar land,np wass111dy1ng meteors. 

Amons eovemment and m1 li t.ary Willa summoned lO Keciabur1 
wen 1nembers of the 612nd Radar Squadron, a wtlt located at a U.S. 
Army suppon /actlily 10 Oakdale, and member, ol Project Blue 
Boot . a special unit wh ich operated out of Wr1pt•Pattenon Air 
Foret &le at Oayt.oo, Ohio for Ille purposeo/ invaU1aUn1 UFOs. 

Tbe warcb wu conceotrated la !be area ol a a&eep ravine on a 
IC.-....... 

UFOLa_nded 
20YearsAgo 
farm about 1 '11 miles north of the vil la ge. Sea rch teams included 
sute police troopers Jrom Greensburg and volunteer firemen from 
Keck.sburg. Observers also reported seeing large lead·hned 
containe rs appartntly brought ,n by the m,htary. Geagtr counters 
were in use and one reporler me-nt1oned that the cons1s l ent 
c1 planat1on offered for the light securit y was the possible d>nger of 
rad 1oact1ve con lamina t10n. 

Short ly belore the sea rch was report ed lo have broken oil about l 
a.m .. seve ral persons reported seeing a brigh t. blue light 1n the woods 
about 150 feet fro m where they were sta nding on a h1lls1de. The h hl 
suddenly disappeared. 

~~~~~ L.,.~~~e;h~~~r ~::e~~~ e~~.~ w~~b ~~~t~u.~d lire 
department, recalls seeing• hea vy m1ht.1ry truck leave Ille scene 
but he sa id a tarp covered the back, conceahn what cargo, 11 anv . 11 
ca med " II was covered completely," sa ys Bitner. "You couldn 't tell 
tf I her e was anythin g 1ru1de." 

Bitner estimates the truck departed lhe scene about 10 or 10 30 em Other mil1ury or government personnel remamed on the scene. 

1h1
;ttrhs~ '1~~:~~~1~~,~~lS m1htary may have retrieved an ob Jr-c l 

ap~a rs in a decl.1u1fled Ai r Force memo thal sLatC3 a call was 
made to the Oakda le rada r unit 

"A three-man ltam has been d1sp.1chcd to cme., Pa to 
,nvest1 al,' ond pick up-.n bJecl 1ha1 started a fi re • the memo 
read, 

As ne .1 r as Gordon can tell thert was no fire althou gh one ob.server 
re pone-d se-eing a tr all of blue smoke in t he area 

Uthe rs reported feeling a v1brallon ilnd hearing a sonic boom but 
hremen rrportcd no lire in the v1cin1ty at the time 

The Air Foret• s 0H1c1a l e1planat1on lhail the obJt-el was a meteor 
was supponea bl Dr PJul Annear, then dl rKtor o( lhe 
B• ldw1n-W ,llact !College ) Observalory 1n Ohio who I h,orn•d lh>I 1l 
was actu.11ly a shower or meteors which were c1p<-ctt.·tl five d.1ys 
l .1ter 

Dr Nicholas ll'agm•n of lhe All,ghrny Observatory 1n P1ILSburgh 
u1d tl could hiave been a me te-or from the c-oru tcl l.1 1100 l;t•m1n1. 

Out ~veral UFO rcsearche n dis.count such t.· 1 pl.nations 
One 1nves11~a1or went so Lu .1s to attempt toc1kul.1te the speed of 

lhe obJt-Cl to demonstrate that ll coulc.J not h.i vc been .1 mrtc:-or 
In an art1rll" publ1>tll"'d .i )'C Jr altl"r lht 1ncidt·nt. the I.He Jv.1n 

S-Jndtrson fJl"mUn.!>lr.ltNl 1h.1 t the aerial obJcc t m::at.lc .an abrupt turn, 
J ch;ange in course nut po~1ble tor J meteor or boltdc. 

Rel)in ~ on .sI~htings bv c-ommc.-rc1al .lnd private p1lo t.s .1nd 
ob~rvers along the pJth of Ihc obJt'<' t . Sanderson p1npo1nted the 
d1rr ct1on or travel on a map. dcmonstrattns th.al the obJe<' l or obJe-cU 
traveled in .1. str.11 ht line from ras t of ~ lin t, Mich. over Lake St. 
Clair lo Oberlin and Elyria nea r Cleveland In a southeast -by· 
southerl y dirl"'Ct 1on ~fore making a 2~ •\jegree turn to the east From 
tha t point. Sanderson writes. the line ol Lravel was straight lbrough 
~lid land to Keck.sburg. 

Based on the exact limes the obttc l was observed a l points •long 
1LS path, Sa nderson was able to calculale the speed or the so-called 
meteor 31 1.062 5 miles per hou r. /JSl for any man-made obJec t but 
compa r all\'ely slow fo r a meleor . the minimum speed of wtuch has 
been clocked a1 l7 .000 miles per hour. 

Goraon doubts 1ha1 an 196 5 the US. possessed, spacecraft or nose 
cone with the ca pabll11y of extcullng a 25-degree turn in flight. 

L1kt Sanderson. Gordon and Leonard H. Slnngfield, • UFO 
1nvest1ga 1or who l1vn 10 Cincinnall , doubt the Pent.a on ·s 
expla nauon of a meleor because ol lhe secrecy displayed by the 
nuiltary and other governmenl agencies 1n the m ysterious flreb.1 11. 

.. Wha t ts so secret about a meteor lle? It has not bttn the 
respans1 b1 1i ly of the mi li tary lo pack up meteorite,," says 
Stnn~lield. 

anJ~~~;::~r~hceiu~~~~: ~e~~r!a0;~~17::~i:;Je~~~~~~:e!:t~~~:~ 
of some sort falling from an a era ill object. 

Gordon lS of the s.1. me opinion. " I 've al ways fel t thls was a 
manmade '1ev1 ce from a country unknown t ilat wenl out of t.:ontrol , .. 
hesays. 

One group, Cill zeru Against UFO Secrecy. which has used FOi 
rNj1Jests to obt.aln lhousa nds of declassified documents, has come 10 
realize that the government treats UFO s1gh11ngs very seriously. 

According 10 Ray &eche. a member of the CAUS advisory boa rd 
the Air Force has insisted tha t UFOs have never posed a threat 1~ 
na uonal securtl y. Bul when CAUS went lo cou r t In 1980 seeking the 
reltase of hundreds of UFO-rela led documents from the Na ll onal 
Securny Agency, the court dismissed lhe case on the ground.> of 
nauonal secunty. 

Project Blue Book, the Air Force's 21 -year inveslig>Uon into 
UFOs was concluded in 1969 but Boeche says the Air Force rema tru 
very in lerested in report.s of UFO sighltngs. 

Boeche sa ys r umon of the exts tt nce of Air Force units tha t do 
nothing but 1nves11 ga1e UFOs could be pure spec:ula11on but a memo 
da ted Oc1. 20. 1969 from Air Force Brig. Gen. Carroll H. Bolender 
hints tha t UFOs would continue to be 1nves11ga1ed through exuline 
intelligence channels. The memo, according lo Boeche, also suggests 
lher_e were reported UFO cases invesugated by oullils otber !ban 
ProJecl Blue Book. 

Air Force LI. Col. _Chuck Wood, director of public attain at 
NORAD headquarters an Colorado Springs, Colo. says Ille Air Force's 
invesugallon tnlo UFO's ended with Proiect Blue Book. Reports of 
UFO Sightings are referred lo olber agencies, includine the Federal 
Avialton Adm1nislralion, according to Wood. 

Bui Str lnglit_ld iruists lllere is a special unit of the Blue Berets, an 
Air Force outltt wb1cb operates covertly in tbe U.S., !JlvuU1atin& 
reportso/ UFOcrHllea. 

"They are ,nvolvtd behind the scenes." says Lrin held "They 
havt their orders and they I. now wha t to do 1f they ,ncounler • UFO .. 

Wood says many documenu have ~n dccla).S1fled and m4de 
available under F'Ol re-quesu but Bueche says the Air F'orce h.1s 
come to regret the release of some of lh().)e documents ~a.u)e the)' 
have given researchers 1nsI !'l.l 1nlo sen.sIt1ve sub Jecls Things hav, 
>pp>rently slipped throu h. • says Boeche, who atlribule the 
disclosures to over) , ght 

Perhaps 1he most interesun g as I of tht Keck burg ra e 
conce rns documents Gordon •nd Boeche h.ave failed to llblJ1n 
concerning lhe 662nd Radar Squadron 

The 662nd . which wa.s under :'\OR AO ln 196!>. was dcacu,•att'J Dec 
31 , 1969 According to Gordon. neithe r the Army nor Air Fore~ c•n 
locate records of I he group 

What stri kes Gor\3un •s curiou s 15 that the group thJl h~aJN 
ProJt.>e t Blue Book and the 662nd Squadron were both J~actt, o1tt'J 
during the same mon1h - Dt..'C'emt>er 19 69 
uJ(,'.~rs.s1ble tnat the radJr s,quadron S real m1~Ion WJS to retrieve 

·· we ·re wondl'rin v. hJ l the m~stay 1s concerning a r.1d.1r unit 
allached lo an Army support fac1hly ,n Oa kdale They can <ell u, 10, 
date the unit was de.activated bu t thty h.1ve no re-cordl • S.i)S 

Gordon. 
" I find 1l hard to believe the records JU> l vanished. they h•ve lo be 

somev. here. " sa) s Boeche 

Information Sought 
The Penns, lvan1• As.soc••· 

lion for the Stud) of lhe L.:nex · 
pl.11nt.""d. Jn JI\ vuluntt•er non­
pro!1l r('S('arch ~r0up wtuch 
1nn;•st1&Jll'.!> strange .rnd unu· 
sual occurrenc-es Is see -.. ir.g 
inlorm.111on conrrrn1nR thf' 
incIJtnt at Kee ~ourg and ut:-;er 
UFO si~hlings 

PA.SU Director Stan Gordon 
U p,1rt1cul-rly intert'Sttd In 

c-ontactIng anyone ¼ho ::i.ervr-d 
or has ~nO'A ledge ol the deacu· 
vat1:d b62nd Haaar ~uadron. • 
unll th.1t wJ> att.lched tu ,1 L: S 
Army !-upport fac11itv In 0.l ~· 
dale .JOt.l ¼J.S ,nvulvt>d in the 
srarch ol .1n obJt'<"l believt'd to 
h.ave cr,uhed near Keck~buri 
Dec. 9, 1965 

PASU . ¼h!Ch St'(\'t.'S dS ,J 

51.,.lf'-"IJt.> clt>Jr1nshuu.!>t' h.lr rt' 
P')rl.S of l'flh .. nJ olht'r .!>lrJn!,;t' 
..x ... urt t'nres. 1i1r,l1r i...s rh:,~eh ~ 1th 
th~ ~1u luJI L FU 1'\t.'l'--'l1r ~ uf 
Seguin. Te ~ • .s lt: e J.1 r~e.!>l Inttr· 
n.1llonal UFO re~~n-h 0r~dn1· 
l.Jlh.>n C,.>rOJn Is a.rt'<"tor uf lne 
PenM) l\'•n1.i ~\L FO~ chJplt:r 

.rn·~p:h~~ c~:\.~~~~~~- :~~~~in~! 
c-onl1dt.·n11•II) ..,. 11houl lt.·.1r 1J J 
r11.hculc or publl c1 1v. )•P l;0r 
don 

All r~P')rl.S .ire kt.•pt c-unl 11h'n 
ll•l The Pt> nn>,I , • n1 J l'Fd 
hotline 1) 838 ~~b8 The .tJJrl')> 
Is PA!->U , 6 OJ A. hill A, c \,11.:t'n) 

burg, l'J 1~•01 
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'Unidentified Flying Object' Fall 
An "unid(•11tified flving 

ob1ccl"- rioss1hlv the same 
011,.. reporl<'d seen st1eakinJ! 
i!< •1 oss sev<'n northeastern 
st:1t<•s and Canada (;ite 
'J !1111 sday afternoon - ap­
pa ren tl v f<'ll to the earth in 
a seduded wooded area 
llC' ar Kf>(•kshurg in West­
n1oreland County. 

The arra whrr thl' objrrl 
la11drd wa~ immcdi11rlv 5.('alrd 
oil on 1hr ordrr of US Armv 
a11d Stair PohC'e 0H1ci1h. ~­
p11rl1·dly in anti<'ipation or 1 

•·r111,r 111,p,·rtinn'' or whatever 
n1~y ha1·r falh-n . 

/I spok1·,man (or I team o< 
r ; <Jar experts from lhl' Army's 

61i2 radar quad ron in Pill~ ­
hu r;!h ~aid, "Wr clon 't kn ow 
"hat wr havr yrt.' 

Tribune R<' 1 St ff Wrilrr 
Rob!'rt c;a11y rrportcd Crom thr 
~C'c-nr that "no onr is br1nii 
,llowrd nrDr 1hr obJect '1 Slnlc 
l'ol1C'P olf1ci.ils lhrrr. h<' sn1rl. 
01drr<-d the arra roprcl orr 10 
;rn ;111 the r-<rectrcl 11rrival of 
both US Army eng1nrcr~ and, 
po~~1hly _ ri\'llia n sc1Pnl1sts. 

The Army rnug111ccrs, he . airl , 
\\!'re •rhrdulrd to arrive l11lc­
Thur•day night or l'Uly Fncla .v 
mom1ng . Srirnli•ls wrre expccl ­
ru lo be hroughl in ~ome lime 
today 

Unable to talk to anyone who 

h,1d acl11ally seen lhr ohjrct 
c;,,11y rrporlecl that 1hr ron­
s1slrnl explanation of lhr sc­
c111 ily mrawrrs is that lhe ob­
j( rl - v.halevrr 11 is-may he 
ronlam111alrd wi lh rarlioaclivity. 

' llft/J<' M y st c r • 

The "11nirlenlificd fl yrng oh­
jrcl " ( UFO) was sighted falling 
lo the earth by Mrs. /\rnolrl 
Kalp of Armr no I and her two 
children . Mrs . Kalr . Cally re­
porlNI. was not availahlr lo talk 
Th11rsday nigh t, apparrntly he­
ca11sc of the throng of newsme n 
11nd sprct.ators , who hegan ar­
riving in the Krcksburg arr ;i 
shortly Mier word of th e sight -

ing was 1rporled . 
/\llhough no one has imli­

catcd the ~ize or shapr of the 
ohjrct , c;;,lly snid he talked lo 
onr far111rr in 1hr area - Dale 
llowarcl , who lives aho11I a mile 
from the scrne of t hr rrporlrd 
l;indin_g . Jl oward rPportrcl " fec-1-
ing a vibra ti on" aml "a thump" 
about the lime the object re­
porledly fell. 

Thr ncar -rxacl loc:111011 of IIH· 
ohjrcl. (;ally dclermin('cl, 1s rioo 
frrl off Leg islat ive n o11lc M21 1 
in Ml. Pl rasa nl Township , 
aho11t onr -h:ilf mill' cast of 
Keck ~h11rg . 

Exci lc mrnt ca11scd hy lhc ap­
parent landing , 1hr Trih11ne -ne-

v1Pw n•po1 lc1 q1rl prnducrd a 
ma " ive It af f1 r Jam on the , mall 
road s winding ;1rn11nrl thr ~mall 
ro111m11111h of l(rcksh11rg l\lanv 
of 1hr 111<1 r11rio11 , ,prrt ato1 , , 
hr sa id, left 1hr ,rrnr whrn 111 
forinrd hy polirr Iha! tlH·,· 
ro11lrl nol grt nrar 1hr ohjrct. 

'{\' ,.,,,,.. ,,, ,.,, lf'(lif 

Nr,l'lll('ll . howe\'l'I' . "rrr 
holrl1nl! l1ghl. for thr most pa1 I. 
tc, ;l\1;111 ,omr official \\Old 
from 1·illwr 1hr U.S. /\rmv or 
1hr Sl:ctl r· l'olirr oCfi ci;il~ 111 

char•gr . 
Thr ohvio11 , rxcilmrnr aro11~­

rd by thr apr arr nl landing 
stems, in p;irl, from dm.rn , of 

l(ecksburg 
"sighting~" all over p,11is of the 
northca~ern part of the United 
Stalt'~ and Canad a. 

said, " It fl :ishc<l aciross !he 
lakr, north northwest of Lhe 
Eric airporl leiivi n_g a kind of 
rloucl of smoke behind iii. ." 

Dec mher 10 , JCJ(iS 
Gr ee ns bur g , Pa. 
Tri_ l)ll nc- Rcv i cw 
Pronl Pc1gc S Lory 

Pentagon sources in Wa sh­
t ion, D.C., according to a 
United Pre~ International di s­
patch , lndkated the flash cou ld 
h;;ve heen a met eor. 

EarlieT report s, the UPI dis­
patch said, inrlieated the fla ~h 
could have been a high altitude 
test rocket fired over Lake Eric . 
But National Guard and Air 
Force officials told UPI report• 
ers that no rockets had been 
fired . 

The UPI dispatch went on : 
"Eric Johnson, a reporter far 

an Erie, Pa., television s tation, 

" H;i ymon(I Wall ings, a pri va te 
airplane pilot Crom P ;iin<'svillc, 
Oh io, ~a irl hr was fl yi·ng over 
1hr lake when he s·aw th e 
"firehaU" and kept hi s eye on 
it unHI it plummeted inio the 
Jake. 

" U.S. Coast Guar<J offici al ~ 
rt>portrd a fl yi ng object explocl· 
ed over lhe Detroit • Windsor 
area . Four vessels wc rc- dis• 
patched onto Lakr St. Clair hut 
were uniihlt> to !ind .In')' trace 
of the object. 
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;Celebration to mark 50t year 
artmen of Kecksburg fire de 

By John Wislocki 
TRIBUNE-REVIEW 

Most Kecksburg residents will 
be putting the eerieness of the 
Meteor Road mystery 24 years 
ago behind them when the Com­
munity Day Parade occurs Aug. 
13 . 

Months of preparation have 
been under way to make the mu­
sic-filled occasion a success. 
• _"After: all," said Kecksburg 
Fire Chief Ron Struble, "it isn 't 
every day you celebrate your 50-
year anniversary." 

Kecksburg, on that special day 
in August, intends to honor the 
half-century service of its volun­
teer fire department. 

While other departments have 
been in the business of dousing 
flames longer. Kecksburg grew up 
small and remams comfortable in 
its surroundings. 

Founding father John Martin 
Keck settled in the valley in the 
1860s. Later he created the soft 
drink busmess that is now worth 
millions and in 1906 helped start 
the telephone company. 

All that once glittered in Kecks­
burg will be remembered Aug. 13, 
and some of those memories will 
be carried home in the form of 
belt buckles with a photograph of 
the department's 1948 Mack fire 
truck or baseball-style caps em­
blazoned with anniversary mess­
ages. 

Thousands are expected to at­
tend the community's street fair 
the last week of July to dine on 
hometown cooking while strolling 
past exhibits. 

Those who will dine on slaws 
and slivers of meat will drink from 
the town's fountain of cola. which 
flows from the headwaters of the 
nearby Pepsi-Cola bottling plant. 

More of the same is anticipated 
on Community Day. 

Officials from the soft drink 
king and the town's telephone 
company are expected to be in the 
parade, said Struble. 

"You wouldn't believe how 
much work goes into this," he 
said, walking from the social hall ► 
to the fire station. 
. He envisions floats and glad tid­
mgs. 

Noteworthy events from the de­
partment's past have been com-.. . . . . . 

Mystery of Meteor 
Road still unsolved 
By T 

"I remember it like it was yes-
__ he_ T_rl_bu_n_e--_ R_e_vi_ew ____ • terday," said Mayes. "We had 

There's no telling weo'll show 
up in Kecksburg Aug. 13 when 
the Community . Day Parade . 
trumpets the 50th anniversary 
of the Kecksburg Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

A chance exists that someone 
will boldly go beyond inspiring 
tales of firefighting heroics into 
another world to debate wheth­
er a UFO or meteor landed in a 
wooded area oITMeteor Road­
that's right, METEOR ROAD-
24 years ago. 

Talk threatens to climb be­
yond the stratosphere ever 
since a Japanese television 
crew visited the area in Mt. 
Pleasant Township earlier in 
the year. The footage shi-t - no 
one seems to know what will be 

• highlighted-will form part of 
a two-hour special scheduled to 
air-in that·country later in the 
year , possibly, September. 

Lore about what happened.on 
Dec. 9, 1965, encroaches on the 
Zone ofBeyondo Bizzaro. 

The Office of Special Inves­
tigations at Wright-Patterson. 
Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, 
won't comment on whether its 
personnel were running around 

. Meteor Road that day. , 
The · township supervisors 

thought enough or what oc­
curred: then to. christen'. the, 

_ byway as Meteor Road;. As ex-
• pected, the road: signs-. d.isa~ 
pear as fast as a shooting star, 
said township, Secretary Ray. 

... Zimmerm~ ,.. . . : :; , 
.. 

0 They're a bigitem:• he says. _ 
. - Kecksburg Fire. Department 
PresidentJim Mayes was on the 
road that day; looking _ down . 
into a field as military person­
nel, state police and a swarm of 
authorities converged to do 
something mysterious and keep 
area residents from seeing it. 

the four-wheel-drive truck and 
we took the military on down. 
They kept people there all 
night. There was a tractor­
trailer and a couple other vehi­
cles, and l still ay they took 
something out of there. The big 
thing about it was the blue 
blinding lights - like a timing 
light." 

The field of Jerome and 
Valeria Miller was tramped 
through by Boy Scouts a day 
later, searching for the magnet. 
that would later draw college 
students from the University of 
Colorado and the film crew 
from Japan. 

Valeria Miller was not at 
home at the time of the most fa. 
mous drop-in since John Martin 
Keck started the village of 
Kecksburg in the 1860s. 

Stan Gordon, who heads the. 
Pennsylvania Association , for 

i the Study of the Unexplained 
hasn't completely ruled out that 
space debris - and not a UFO 
- went down in the area. 

B~t the easier to swallow sug-_ 
gestton has choked one eyewit­
ness who disputed that theory 
in talking with Gordon. -

The eyewitness, identified 
only as Pete by Gordon, said the 
object resembled a giant metal 
acorn and contained writing 
that .. looked like hierog­
lyphics" on part of its raised 
surface. The-object was suppos­
edly loaded onto a flatbed trail­
er, .. covered with a tarp and 
hauled to an unknown location . 
• Gordon is in search of more 
witnesses who might want to . • 
come forward on what made the 
noise heard around the world, 
and whether, just by chance;· 
anyone might have seen any­
thing leave that area before au-

: thorities arrived. 

c:winino nn11lt.-v tn n~v nf'f' .-~m"' it · vn11 iinn't ""'~llv lrnnw 11 nH1 h,;,, 
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KECKSBURG INCIDENT STILL A MYSTERY AFTER 30 YEARS 

Witnesses Say Military Found Structured Object, Not Meteorite 

[The Kecksburg Incident of 1965 numbers among a handful of alleged UFO crash 
r ecoveries for which there is substantial eyewitness testimony and 
documentary evidence. Stan Gordon is the foremost civilian investigator of 
this incident and is calling for further eyewitness assistance to finally 
resolve what really happened. CNI News thanks Stan for permission to reprint 
the following story, which ran in a number of Pennsylvania newspapers in 
early December, 1995.J 

By Stan Gordon 

It was late afternoon on December 9, 1965, when a large fireball was 
reported in the sky from Canada as well as sections of Michigan, Indiana , 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. The bright aerial object caused much excitement as it 
passed over the Pittsburg and Greensburg area. At about 4:47pm, according to 
a number of observers , the object dropped slowly into a wooded ravine near 
the rural commun ity of Kecksburg in Westmoreland County [Pennsylvania]. Many 
observers thought that an aircraft was on fire. It was later determined by 
loca l authorities that no airplanes were missing. It is reported that after 
the object had fallen, variou s types of activity began to occur around this 
village during the next fe w hours. 

Volunteer firemen beian to searc h a large wooded area for a possible downed 
aircraft. Many witnesses describe milit ar y personnel and equipment arriving 
in the area. Pittsburi area radio and TV dioussed reports about the 
sightings, and hundreds of curious people descended on the area to try to 

J;,, r)fl "I J . I M , ~ .._: • • ..-• :: . 
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The late John Murphy, who at the time was the n e ws d ir ector for WHJB radio 

in Greensburg, reported that he was on the sc en e whe n t he state police, fire 
marshall and other investigators arrived. They wen t do wn into the area with 
a geiger counter. Later after returning, they we re a pproached b y Murphy; and 
when the fire marshall was asked about wha t was foun d, among his comments 
were, "You better ge t y our information fr om the Army ." 

Firemen drove military officers on a fire veh icle do wn t h rough the fields 
toward the wooded impact s it e, but these fir e me n were not permitted to go 
near the object. Var ious observers claim tha t t he military utilized a small 
farm house near t he impact site, as well as t he Keckburg Fire Department 
truck station as a command center during the e v ening of the event. 

A narrow country road overlooking the wooded a rea which was the target of 
the search was jammed with the curious. Am ong the c r owd were reporters and 
cameramen from area TV , radio and n ewspaper sour c es. Dur i ng the evening, the 
firemen helped state police block off roads ar ound t he alleged crash site. 
As the night wore on, the c r owd slowly began to d i s p e r se, since it was too 
far away to see anything from that location in the da rk. 

That evening people reported seeing a military fl at b e d t raile r truck moving 
in the direction of the reported impact loc at i on . The t railer went in empty, 
but returned later with a mili ta ry jeep escort, loaded wi th a large object 
shaped like a bell and covered with a tarpaulin. 

Word spread around to those in the area that night t hat what was found was a 
meteorite. Independ ent eyewitnesses who were abl e t o g et i n to the woods 
before the mil itary arrived claimed that they came a c r o s s an object which 
was consturcted and was not a me teorite. They desc r ibed a large solid 
metallic object large enough for a man to stand insid e o f. The ob ject was 
shaped like an acorn, was of an odd gold bronze- c opper co l o r and was one 
solid metal structure. Just above the bottom of the object was a bumper-like 
area, which had u pon it unusual ma rkings described as looking simi l ar to 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

The next day the state po lice reported that nothing was found, and t he 
report from the Pentagon was that what was seen was likely a me t eor passing 
through the sky. 

In recent years, information has come forth that the object was transported 
that night to Lockborne Air Force Base in Columbus, Ohio , for a short 
stayover. The object then was transported to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
in Dayton, Ohio. It is at that location that informants tell us the object 
was sealed up under special conditions inside of a building . Where the 
object is today is not known. 

I have spent years searching for the truth about what happened at Kecksburg, 
and I have attempted to identify what it was that reportedly fell from the 
sky that day. We do have confirmation that a Soviet satellite, actually a 
Venus probe called KOSHOS 96, did re-enter the Earth ' s atmosphere at 3:18 
a.m. in Canada on that same date. KOSMOS 96 can't be ruled out as a source 
of this mystery . Some of those who saw the object, however, are not 
convinc ed of a man-made explanation and believe that the object could have 
been of extraterrestrial origin. Regardless of what this object was, one fo 
the biggest mysteries about the event is our government's position on this 
occurrence. 

I have in my possession a copy of the Air Force Project Blue Book report 
concerning the Kecksburg (aka Acme) incident. The contents show a great deal 
of interest in the sighting from various government agencies. Hore 
importantly, it verifies that three men from the 662nd Radar Squadron, whi ch 
was then based in Pittsburg, were involved in the search for the object. The 
report states: "A three man team has been dispatched to Acme to investigate 
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e ch continued until about 2 a.m . and that nothing was found. 

I have obtained the records for December of 1965 of the 662nd Radar 
Squadron. Interestingly, even though the Air Force report and newspaper 
accounts ve r ify that personnel from that unit were involved at Kecksburg, 
there is no mention of this activity in their records . This appears to 
indicate that this mission was classified. 

The personnel from that unit would have been Air Force. Many observers at 
Kecksburg describe seeing Army equipment and soldiers as well. My search for 
military and government documents that would verify this incident continues. 
There have been numerous attempts for years to obtain such material. 
Informants have told me that such do cuments did exist on the Kecksburg 
recovery. In 1994 another attempt was made to find out about any special 
recovery or search activity in the area near Kecksburg. 

Among the information received were the facts that a search by combined 
intelligence center officials of the U.S. Space Command/NORAD intelligence 
data center revealed no unusual re- e n try phenomena which would have 
triggered a special recovery or s earch activity in the designated region 
during the period of December 1-15, 1965 . The official contacted indicated, 
however, that the records from 30 years ago may not be reliable. 

In another corresponden ce from Hay, 1995, our government ' s position on the 
Kecksburg incident is stated as follows : "Of ficially the military has 
completely denied a ny invo l vemen t directly or indirectly with any events 
su rrounding the Ke cksburg are~ on the evening of December 9, 1965." 

Th e military's claim of no involvement at Kecksburg conflicts with multiple 
eye witnes testimony, national and local news accounts, and more importantly 
the i r own Ai r Force records which I hav e on file. Something happened 30 
year s ago in Western Pennsy lvania. The Kecksburg i ncident has attracted a 
g re a t amount of publi c interest , and it continues to draw national and 
i n te r national attention . 

Among the many eyewitnesses that night at Kecksburg were news reporters who 
s a w and talked witih military personnel. The office manager of WHJB radio in 
Greensburg a t t he time has stated that she helped to handle the l arge number 
of phon e c alls tha t the station was receiv ing ab out the sightings of the 
obje c t. She says tha t among those calling were the military, who were asking 
for information about what was seen and requesting directions to the site. 

On this 30th annive rs ay of the Kecksburg incident , I am making an appeal to 
the publi c f or in for mation on this case, as well as support in asking your 
Congressional rep r e sen tativ es to conduct an investigation on th is matter, 
where witnesses can des cribe what t ook place and documentation can be 
presented . I am asking a n y person who was at Kecksburg on that date and 
obse r ved any activity assoc i ated wit h this event, or who saw the object, to 
contac t me . Any information about what you saw, no matter how small, is 
i mportant in solving this matter. If y ou were par t of the military operation 
that night at Kecksburg, please contact me . If y ou ha v e any photograp hs or 
other evidence that pertain to this eve n t, or n ews c l i ppings f rom that time, 
I would like to hear from you. You may c on t a ct me confiden t i ally. 

[ Stan Gordon can be contacted by mail at: 6 Oakhill Avenue, Greensburg , PA 
15601; or by phone or fax at: 412-838 - 7768. Confidentiali t y, if reques t ed , 
will be guaranteed . ] 

Original file name: .CNI - Kecksburg Revisited 1.18 

This file was converted with TextToHTML - (c) Logic n.v. 
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From: Dean Phillip Kawipe 
To: Dean Kanipe 
Subject: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania (fwd) 
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 1995 11: 39 PM 

---------- Forwarded message----------
Date: Fri, 29 Sep 1995 12:59:12 -04 00 (EDT) 
From: Dean Phillip Kawipe <dpk@acpub.duke.edu > 
To: Dean Kanipe <kanip001@mc.duke.edu >, 

Dean Phillip Kanipe <dpk@acpub.duke.edu > 
Subject: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania (fwd ) 

---------- Forwarded message---------­
Date: Thu, 28 SEP 95 10:46:00 -0500 
From: Daveb Edwards <daveb.edwards@canrem.com > 
Newgroups: alt.paranet.ufo 
Subject: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania 

On 09-20-95 (12:46) MACGREG@AOL.COM wrote : 
Subj: Kecksburg, Pennsylvania 

> To all, 
> This is a serious inquiry soliciting information from anyone who 
> has information to offer concerning the crash of an object near 
> Kecksburg, Pennsylvania, on December 9, 1965. If you have any 
> knowledge of this event, please send email to me (MacGreg) on 
> AOL, or to mrmac@vms.cis.pitt.edu Or you can call Stan Gordon at 
> (412) 838-7768. Stan is probably the most knowlegeable of those 
> who have investigated this event. 
> 
> The Kecksburg crash is still controversial, but the evidence, i.e., 
the 
> facts provide evidence which indicates the extraordinary nature of 
this 
>event.Anonymity is auaranteed. And you will be making an important 
> contribution to the resolution of a mystery. In some respect, this 
affects 
> us all. 

t. I d t 

" 



~ e ction BB S ( 705.737 . 3030 705.7 37.07 28 ) for t hose who ma y 
~ot be familar with it . Some Ros well fi l es and autop s y p ies in 

• .JPG format are al s o ava i l abl e, as wel l as UFO.LST- a li s tin g of 
all our UFO file s , from fil e ar ea BROWSE . Anyth ing i n t he BROW SE 
library is free to a ll. 

Don ' t know if there is any new info in thi s f il e , but here it 
is: 

----------------------------------------------------------------
SIRIUS CONNECTION SYSOP NOTE: 

This file consists of an electronic version of t he UFO Upd at e 
newsletter, a companion publication to a UFO r elated t v 
program. This program is aired on Warner Cable's publ ic 
access in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

[snip] 
o The Kecksburg, Pennsylvania incident revisited with 

new witnesses 

Sirius Connection can neither prove nor disprove claims or 
statements made in this file. Readers are advis ed to re ad and 
draw their own conclusions. 

------------------------------------------------ ---- - ---- - - - - --- -
Date: 02-27-94 (20:55) 

To: ALL 
From: DALE FARMER 
Subj: UFO Update Newsletter 

Hi Everyone 

My name is Dale and I belong to a local group of UFO 
researchers in the Cincinnati, Ohio area. Besides going out int o 
the field we produce a tv program. This program is aired on 
Warner Cable's public access in Cincinnati. Along with the tv 
program we have a newsletter that reflects the program but also 
provides information on the UFO phenomenon. 

I hope this is of interest to you all. 

Vol . 1, No. 1 UFO Update 

Premiere Issue 

Jan./Feb 1994 

Welcome to UFO Update newsletter. This publication is not 
simply a companion piece for the UFO Update cable access program, 
but an informative and - - hopefully -- thought provoking forum on 
the UFO phenomenon. 

(snip] 

Send your correspondence to 

UFO Update Newsletter 
239 Bast State Road 
Cleves, Ohio, 45002-1368 

[snip] 

R 



~ he late afternoon hours of De cemb e r 9, 1965, something 

fell from the sky and landed in a wooded ravine just west of 
Kecksburg, Pennsylvania . There was con cern that it might be a 
small airplane, and the fire department r esponded to the scene. 
Four teams of rescuers combed the ar ea a nd e v entually something 
was found. It wasn ' t an airplane , i t j us t may have been something 
not of this world. 

Shortl y after the firefighters mad e their find, a detail from 
the Air Force ' s 662nd Radar Sq uadr on, based near Pittsburgh , 
arrived to seal off the area . Mor e troops and a flatbed truck 
soon arrived and the obj e c t was r emove from the ravine and 
spirited away. Stan Gordon, MUFON s tate director for Pittsburg 
who has studied the case f o r ov e r t en years, has gathered 
government documents that indi c a te that as many as 212 
military personnel were on t he scene that night. 

Acco rding to eyewitnesses the object appeared bell- or 
a corn-shaped and measu r e d ten feet long by eight feet wide. It 
was bronze colored and ad or n ed with a collar near its rounder 
end . On the collar were e tched strange figures that resembled no 
earthly language. 

The original, official expl a na tion was that the Kecksbur g 
object was a meteorite. Clearly, the eye-witness descriptions 
eliminate this ration ale . 

A more recent i dentifi c ation has been offered by NASA 
scientist, James Oberg. Although t he r e is no record of such an 
event, he contends that the obj e c t was a Russian payload. The Air 
Force arrived to take it away so t ha t its heat shield could be 
analyzed. One would also hope t hey s tudied what made it 
shatterproof, too! After all, an a cc id enta l re-entry 
is a high vel ocity event , and any manmad e object would either 
burn-up in transit or disintegrate upon imp act wi t h the earth. 

Both the meteor ite and Russian satellite t he ori e s a re ruled 
out by another interesting point: the obje c t flew no f aster than 
a small airplane and made no fewer than four sharp cour se changes 
before touching down in Kecksburg . The descent was powered a nd 
controlled. If it had been a manned Soviet capsule, we would have 
been accused of somehow shooting it down to steal Russian space 
science secrets! Sorry, Dr. Oberg, try again. 

So, what did become of the Kecksburg UFO? Most likely it was 
shipped to Wright-Patterson where the Foreign Technologies 
Division would try to take it apart . There is, in fact some 
testimony that might bear that out . 

Kecksburg Connection 

On September 19, 1990 , NBC's UNSOLVED MYSTERIES aired a 
re-enactment of the Kecksburg incident. It was a evenhanded 
treatment that featured comments from eyewitnesses and Stan 
Gordon. Soon after the broadcast, Gordon was overwhelmed with 
calls from viewers who thought they might add some information to 
the case. One of the callers was an Ohio man who claimed to have 
seen the acorn shaped object a few days after the Kecksburg event 
while delivering bricks to property adjacent to Wright-Patterson. 

Gordon passed this story on to a local investigator Len 
Stringfield. Stringfield, assisted by researcher Brian Thompson, 
pursued the 'case and interviewed the witness. At the time, the 
source oreferred to 
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The follo wing is a summary of his testimony: 

Myron and his cousin, "JS", delivered a large inventory of 
special glazed bricks to Wright - Patterson just a fe w days after 
the Kecksburg event. Curiously, the order came through the Navy. 
The bricks were to be used to construct a double - thick, lead 
lined structure 50 x 80 feet in size, insid e an already existing 
red brick building . 

After following a jeep bearing an officer (possibly a general) 
and a driver to the site, they were left to unlo ad the bricks. 
Myron noticed that there were several men dressed in wha t 
resembled decontamination suits scurrying about . He also 
recognized the Navy officer who had sele c ted and ordered the 
special brick. After some time, Myron took a break from his 
labors. His curiosity got the best of him , so he decid ed to have 
a look at what was so important. The security officers had 
apparently grown used to Myron 's presence and failed t o check his 
approach soon enough. 

Although his glimpse was brief before being hustled back to the 
brick delivery by a guard, Myron claimed to have seen plenty, 
There, inside the building and supported by metal scaffolding was 
a bell- shaped object abou t ten feet tall. 

Although Myron describes the object as bell-shaped, it was 
his viewing of the UNSOLVED MYSTERIES pr ogram that caused him to 
contact Stan Gordan. In fact, when asked by Stringfield if 
"acorn-shaped " was a suitable description , Myron agreed it was, 

Myron's story is supported by his cousin, JS, who was able to 
add his own observation. 

The day before he worked with Myr on, JS had made a solo run to 
Wright-Patterson with the firs t load of bricks. He recalled 
seeing a flatbed trailer near the red brick building. It's cargo, 
although cove red with a tarp, was " liberty bell" shaped and stood 
eight to ten feet tall. 

Clearly , there is a strong indicati on that Myr on and JS witnessed 
the arriva l and initial analysis of the Kecksburg object at 
Wright-Patterson . But there are some questions that must be 
asked: 

Why were the bricks ordered through the Navy? 
If the Navy was the investigative body, why wasn ' t 
the object taken to a naval base? 
Was this act~on directed by the Joint Chief of Staff ? 

The implication s are astounding and suggest that the Kecksburg 
object was conside red by the U.S. military as a violator of 
American air space. 

For an in-depth examination of the Kecksburg episode, the 
reader is encouraged to consult UFO CRASH/RETRIEVALS: THE INNER 
SANCTUM by Leonard Stringfield. THE ROSWELL INCIDENT, UFO CRASH 
AT ROSWELL, and CRASH AT CORONA are all still available through 
local bookstores. 

[snip] 

ED- Perhaps thi s will shed some additional liSht? 
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KECKSBURG CRASH CONTROVERY REMAINS UNRESOLVED 

By Kim Opatka 
Bulletin Staff Writer 

This article examines one of the most talked about and controversial UFO 
incidents, involving the apparent crash of wha t has been termed a meteorite 
by some and an alien craft by others, near Ke cksburg, Pennsylvania on 
December 9, 1965. 

The object was first seen streaking across the sky, with thousands from 
Michigan to New York witnessing a brilliant ball of fire which left a smoke 
trail, visible for about 20 minutes after it passed. 

Many, including pilots who observed it, thought it was an aircraft which was 
on fire. Reports of debris from the object were made in many states, and an 
Ohio fire department was called to extinguish 10 small fires in an area 
where witnesses said they saw flaming fragments falling from the sky. 

Shock waves were reported by pilots, and a seismograph near Detroit rec orded 
a shock, wrote investigator Stan Gordon, of Pennsylvania Association for the 
Study of the Unexplained (PASU) in a recent journal article. The crash has 
been a pet project of the Greensburg man "since the night it happened ," he 
said, noting he is still trying to obtain information on the incident. 

Although the military eventually labelled the object a meteor, as did the 
Associated Press account published in The Bulletin the day after the crash, 
Gordon says recent evidence, including the discovery of a man who saw the 
object, supports the idea that the object was a true UFO. 



was a teenager then," said John (not his real name). "It was in the earl y 
part of De cemb er and there was a little snow and a little rain, and mud ." 

He was called to the scene after the 4:44 p . m. c r as h as a fireman from the 
Latrobe area, to search for the cras hed object. 

"I h~d seen a fiery object in the s ky . I can't say exactly wh ich direction 
bu~ it was coming from the north . It was not too mu c h longer and the fire 
whistl e went off," he said. "I answered the call and was told they needed a 
search team because at the time they believed it was a downed aircraft. And 
I thought, • My God, this is what I have jus t seen ' . " 

When firemen arrived at the Kecksburg Fire Hall, map s were reviewed and 
groups were given sections to search. 

" It was getting semi-dus k and we had flashlights. We were taken in the back 
of a truck and dropped off and told to go 't his way ' wh ich we did. I was not 
on the initial contact team. Another team found the object. 

" It was definitely, unequivocally, positively, absolutely no aircraft, 
plane, helicopter or roc ket, at l east not to my kn owl edge. It was in an area 
that was part field and part woods and we went down to investigate," he 
said. 

"We found the object had crashed at a 30 to 40 degree angle, and had broken 
off numerou s tree branches in its impact path. My initi al reac tion was 'This 
is no airplane.· I observed no shrapn el, no breaking up of the fuselage. It 
was one solid piece, no doors, no wind ows . 

"Preliminary searches found no bodies or casualties. It was shaped like an 
acorn, laying on its side, like the acorn nut is in i ts shell when it 's on a 
tree," he explained. "I've been a machinist for 24 years and I've worked 
with a tremendous amount of different metals, and I have never seen any type 
of metal that looked even close to that. " 

John said the object was not br oken, "not even cracked, just dented a bit . 
It did not give off smoke, steam or vapors, at l east none that we could 
see. 

Reports from neighbors in the area said it had given of f a faint trail of 
blue smoke, which disappeared after the crash. 

He described the portion visible as between eight and 10 feet long, six and 
seven feet across, and said a man of average height would pr obab l y have had 
little trouble standing up inside it. The crater it ploughed into the ground 
was " rectangular in shape . " 

John said the state police were there and the area was soon quarantined. 

"They drove us out. It was late at night when we finally got back to the 
fire hall and it had been completely taken over by the military. They were 
carrying in large pieces of equipment, radios and s uch, and they had armed 
guards posted outside s o nobody could get i n or out. The firemen were thrown 
out. We weren't even allowed in to use the bat hroom . 

"The military had cont rol of the whole operation," John recalled. "After a 
while we saw a flat bed truck come by with some other mili tary equipment, a 
crane or somethin . 

"It was not too much long r, an hour, an hour and a half, when the trucks 
came back and there was a large object on the back of the flat bed, covered 
by a tarp, with military escorts front and back. I got the feeling that if 
you had stepped on the road you were de d meat. They weren ' t stopping for 
anything." 



Al'lt10 u~h Lhe object was later said to be a meteorite, John doesn't buy that 
explanation. 

"It had writing on it, not like your average writing, but more like ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. It had sort of a bumper on it, like a ribbon about 
six to 10 inches wide, and it stood out. It was elliptical the whole way 
around and the writing was on this bumper. It 's nothing like I've ever seen, 
and I'm an avid reader. I read a lot of books on Egypt , the Incas, 
Peruvians, Russians and I've n e ver to this day come across anything that 
looked like that." 

John notes that later it was denied that the object was even a meteorite, 
and the military "denied they were even in the area. But I know there were 
Air Force and Army personnel involved. It was like they just came out of the 
woodwork." 

Gordon's research has revealed that one o f the military groups involved was 
most likely to be the 662nd Radar Squadron, based at the Oakdale Armoury, 
located near Greater Pittsburgh International Airp ort. 

The squadron was found to be und er the control of the Aerospace Defense 
Command, and attempts to get informati o n on the Kecksburg crash, through the 
Freedom of Information Act, have not provided much to go on. 

One response said there had been n o record of the squadron being activated 
on that date, Gordon said , wondering how so much equipment and personnel 
could be activated while the monthly r eport showed no entry on Dec. 9. 

Through his research, Gordon says he knows the Air Force was still 
investigating UFO cases at the publi c level then, and that it was apparently 
the Project Blue Bo ok staff whi c h contacted the 662nd squadron. Subsequent 
reports have led him to theorize that even the Project Blue Book staff was 
not made aware of objects whi ch could " a ffect national security," and that 
some intelligence teams investigat ed crashes of "foreign space vehicles." 

Another strange occurren ce that night, Gordon said, was reports by some 
civilians that radiati on was rel eased. He explained that some children 
playing in the area had reportedly been told by military personnel that that 
was a possibility, and men in decontaminati on suit s were allegedly seen at 
the site later the next day. 

Although he has considered the possibili ty that the object could have been 
space debris or a test device, Gordon says documents and evidence obtained 
in the last few years lead more in the direction of it being a " true UFO." 

John concurs. "It was definitely not of this planet. At the time I was a 
skeptical teen, but when you see something like that you don ' t fo rget it . 
When you get called out like that from the fire department you think you 're 
going out looking for an aircraft of some sort, not a UFO. 

"I'll never forget it. I still want to know what the hell it was. 
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WITNESS SAW KECKSBURG OBJECT AT WRI GHT- PAT 

The popular NBC television series " Unsolved Myster i es " ran a lengthy 
re-enactment of the Kecksburg incident on September 19 , 199 0 ( it has b e en 
replayed several times since). Following the showing, Stan Gord on recei v ed 
calls from several people who claimed further informat ion. Go rd on en l i sted 
the aid of well-known UFO crash investigator, the l a te Le on ard String f i eld , 
in interviewing two of these witnesses. As reported by Stringfi e l d in his 
" Status Report VI: The Inner Sanctum" (July 1991, p. 56-8), these two pe op le 
were cousins who worked together for a large brick and tile company in Ohio . 
Stringfield calls them Myron and JS. 

These witnesses said they delivered a special order of unusual glazed bri cks 
t o a large building adjacent to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton , 
Ohio, a few days following the reported Kecksburg incident of December 9, 
1965. JS made one delivery by himself and told Stringfield he saw a large 
bel l-shaped object sitting on a flatbed trailer, covered with a tarpaulin, 
jus t outside the building. The next day, Myron and JS each drove a truckload 
o f br i cks to the same location. They were met by military personnel who 
escorted them to the designated unloading spot, just outside the large 
building. Myron says he too saw the trailer, now empty, which he described 
as an " Army 35 foot long tri-axel lowboy." The area was abuzz with activity. 
Both witnesses s aid that many of the military personnel were Navy. 

Myron said they took quite a while to off-load the bricks by hand, and that 
they observed many military personnel in some kind of protective outfits 
coming and going from the building. At one point, he wandered over to an 
open door and peeked inside. H& told Stringfield he saw the bell-shaped 
object very clearly inside. A scaffold had been erected next to it, from 

__ cm .... t.b.e 
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""Y b ase. JS (wh o only saw t he ob ject sh r ouded in a tarp) made a similar size 

estimate. Myron a lso s aid t ha t the object showed signs of charring but was 
obviously metal li c and mo s t ly br on ze colored. 

Both Myron and JS said they ob s erved workers with welding or cutting 
equipment . Myron later saw one o f t he welders outside the building and asked 
him what he was doing . The worker, My ron says, told him that they had 
at t empted to open the obje c t with a v ariety of cutting tools but had so far 
failed . Myron said the wo r ke r also alluded to the interior of the object 
being "hot," probably meaning radiation; and he mentioned the possibility of 
bodies inside. 

Myron told Stringfi e ld that t he specialized brick was to be used to build a 
double-walled, lead - lined e n closure suitable for housing an object that 
might leak radiation. 

Wright-Patterson was the headquarters of the Air Technical Intelligence 
Center, where any recovered a i rc r af t -related object of possibly foreign 
origin would be taken for in ve s tigation. Thus it is perfectly plausible that 
the object found at Kecks b urg , if not obviously a meteor, would be taken to 
Wright-Patterson . Where tha t object is today, however, remains unknown. 

Over the years, various theories hav e been put forth to explain the 
Kecksburg object. As thi s sto ry was being readied for distribution, ISCNI 
received a note from a " g o od a u thority " (who a sked for anon ymity) who said 
he knew for certain that t he Kecksburg object was the remains of a Soviet 
satellite. He said the mi l it a ry was highly concerned because they knew the 
object contained a small nuc l e a r reactor on board -- the Soviets perfected 
small, efficient reactors suit a b le f or space applications well ahead of the 
U.S. -- but they were equally i mp r e s sed that the shielding around the 
reactor had withstood both reen try a nd ha r d landing. 

This is a plausible, though not substanti a t ed, explanation for the Ke cksburg 
incident . It this theory is true , howeve r , it should now be possible to get 
a complete accounting from the military . Tod ay , the U.S. and Russians are 
sharing nuclear technology for space app li cat i ons. Thus, there is no longer 
any reason to withhold the truth about Kecksburg , i f it was a 30 year-old 
Soviet satellite. On the other hand , many res e ar c her s do n ot believe this 
theory to be true and remain convinced the best explanati on for Kecksburg is 
extraterrestrial. 
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Hello Gr a n t , 

I am sending this via AOL as ou r systems at the University of Pittsburgh shut 
down Sunday night for ma inten a nce. The following is the informati on you 
req uested. I c a n send you hard co p y if you wish, which in cludes a national 
weathe r map wi th conditi ons , f ronts, etc. I suppose you have a copy of the 
article di s c ussing t he i nc i dent wh i ch appeared in the December 10, 1965 issue 
o f the Pitt s burg h Press ? I f n o t, I can send you this as well. 

__How man y unive r si t ies are ther e i n P it tsburgh? 
Te c hni c a l ly , t her e are three unive r si ti es in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: 

Ca r n egie Mellon Universi t y 
Duque sn e Un iver si t y 
Un i versi t y of Pitt s burgh 

There are als o seve r a l colleges in t he immediate P ittsburgh area: 
Carlow Co l leg e 
Commun ity Co llege of Allegheny Co unty 
Chatham College 
La Ro che College 
Point Park College 
Robert Morris College 
St. Francis College 

_Who was the President at the Universi t y of P it tsb u rgh in 1965 ? 
After Litchfield, there was an inter i m Cha n cellor at Pitt, 19 6 5-6 6 --­

St anton C . Crawford . 

Time of sunset on December 9, 1965 
- From the Pittsburgh Press, Dec ember 9 , 196 5 -- 4 :53 p . m. 

Weather conditions on December 9, 1965 
- From the Pittsburgh Press, Thursday, De c embe r 9 , 196 5 

"For period ending 8:30 am 12/10/65 - --Hostly sunn y and mild th is 
af t ernoon and Friday. Partly cloudy and mild tonight. High temp eratur e i n the 
ci ty this afternoon 50. Low in the suburbs tonight 35 . High Friday 52. 
Baromete r reading at 3:00 pm 30.21, falling." 
Detailed f o recast for Western Pennsylvania: "Considerable cloudiness t h i s 
morning be c oming mostly sunny this afternoon and a little warmer. Hig h t oday 
in the 40 s exc ept low 50s in extreme southwest. Variable cloudiness tonig ht 
and a little c ooler, low 25 to 33. F r i day , fair a nd not q u ite so warm. 
Downtown temperature readings reported b y the United States Weather Bureau: 

1:00 p.m. 46 
2:00 p.m. 47 
3 : 00 p.m. 48 



p. m. 

>Fr om the Pittsburgh Press, Fr i day , Dece mber 10, 1965 
" Mostly cloudy and turning c ool er tod ay, high 36-4 6. Temperatur es at 
Pittsburgh 24 hours ending at 7: 30 a . m. today --- Highest 52, Lowest 40. 
Downtown temperature readings r e po r t ed by the Uni ted States Weather Bureau: 

Midnight 46 
1 : 00 a.m. 45 
2:00 a.m. 45 
3:00 a.m. 43 
4:00 a.m. 44 
5:00 a . m. 44 
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94 A HISTORY OF UFO CRASHES 

created by the big hydrogen space bomb test held later in the 
Pacific hundreds of miles high.61 

That notation is not in the Las Vegas file, but in the Utah 
file. And it suggests that radars in other parts of the country 
~m New Xork to California tracked the object. The flight 
time, a_ccordmg to the Las Vegas sighting report, was thirty­
two mmutes, much too long for a meteor. A meteor would 
cross the United Stales much faster. And it means that the ob­
ject, whatever it was, was not a meteor. 

With the cases separated, the air force was able to deal 
with them piecemeal. The Utah case could become a bolide. 
Robert Kadesch, a scientist not involved with the UFO proj­
ect at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base or the Foreign Tech­
nology Division, made a plausible witness. His statement, 
reported throughout the country, sounded good, when the tes­
timony of the other witnesses is overlooked. 

It is easy to accept the Air Force explanations of the case 
if they are taken as separate events. It is easy to believe that 
the Utah sightings · were the result of a meteor, although the 
original investigators, Crouch and Brion, said that they had 
no explanation for the sightings. 

This also reveals that the air force was not interested in in­
vestigation or solving riddles. They were interested in clear­
ing cases, slapping a label on them and letting it go at that. 
We know it t?ecause they interviewed the Utah witnesses such 
as Bob Robinson and Floyd Evans. They :nterviewed a dozen 
witnesses, some of whom described the object and who said 
it was close to the ground.62 They knew that power had been 
knocked out in Nephi but reported only that the light was so 
bright it affected the photoelectric cells in Eureka. They ig­
nored the information that didn' t fit with the bolide theory. 

Something exu·emely extraordinary happened on the night 
of April 18, 1962. The air force offered a series of explana­
tions ignoring the facts. But the witnesses who were there 
know the truth. They saw something from outer space, and it 
was not a meteor. It was a craft from another world. 

---~---

DECEMBER 9, 1965: 
KECKSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

T ?e events that took place at Kecksburg might be considered 
umque_ because of the circumstances that surrounded th 
Ther~ 1s no questi~n that something happened, and there ise: 
~estton that the air forc_e alerted the highly classified Project 

oon J?ust, a~d there is no question that controvers su -
rounds It all. Like much of. the UFO crash/retrieval h:no;. 
enon, there ar~ many quesuons and few answers. p 
Ti It was late m the day, just before 5 P.M. Eastern Standard 
thlIDe, o~ December 9, 1965, when a fireball flashed through 
e :v~nmMg _s~. It was seen first over Canada, then by thou-

san_ s m 1ch1gan and Ohio.• Over the northern ed e o 
~hio,_ n~ardCleveland, it might have made a slight tumg anJ 

eAn It . ea ed southeast, toward Pennsylvania 2 ' 

t 4:47 P.M. the ob· k • 
Pittsburgh near' th Jfct struc the ground southeast of 
bad left thousands \}~tun~:° ~f Kecksburg.J In its wake it 
to have fallen fr . witnesses, and debris reported 
Lapee M" hi om. It started fires near Elyria, Ohio. Near 

r, ic gan bits of metal • ed d 
sheriff's offices 'police d ram own. Phone lines to 

. • ' epanments, and the news medi 
were J~ed as callers reported the sighting • a 
~~~Ur~r after 6:30 P.M. Frances Kalp call~d radio station 
Murphymth reensbur~, Pennsylvania, where she talked to John 

, e news dtrector 5 Murph • . 
~ghtlyfnews di_gest, but h~ intervie::Ctt~~ f~e ~dbdleakio_f a 
Rory o the obJect 6 Sh t Id hi re ng 
had crashed into th·e wo~~ mh thaht the object or fireball 

near er ome. Her children had 
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wanted to walk down to where her son said he'd seen "a star M 'It 
etz, according to Mu h 1 k 

on fire." At first she gave permission, but then decided "I'm not sure.,, rp Y, 00 ed puzzled and then said, 
against it. following the children and calling them back. "Well," said Murphy, "let me ask . 

Kalp caught the children about half a mile from the crash way. After you make my quesaon a different 
site. There was smoke climbing out of the trees, and there Dussia of the Pennsylv::J~rS repoprr r_o the captain [Joseph 
was a bright object off to one side. Kalp said that it was like you or the ca tain tate ohceJ, do you think that 

. "a four pointed star."7 "You'd befer e~ay ha~e somet!"ng to tell me?" 
Murphy thanked her for ·the information and then called sponded Metz.1$ g your mformation from the anny," re-

Troop A of the Pennsylvania State Police, giving them the in- Murphy, during a lat d ' 
formation. Within minutes, the state police tried to call Kalp, was the fi"'t tun· th er ra 10 broadcast, said "Now .~: 

. u-, e e name Ann w b .' uus 
but her phone was busy. The operator broke in and advised ~ersatton. This was the first . Y as rought mto the con-
Kalp that she had an emergency phone call from the state po- tlQn of the military. Now to t.lme anyo_ne _had made any men-
lice.• that the State Police fire mar {:1; ~ s1grnfic~~e of this was 

Kalp agreed to meet the police in nearby Kecksburg and ~e possibility of a fire al s etzJ exanurung the fire or 
I d th • tumin , most out of the cl bl ea em to the crash site.9 While she was driving mto g me over to the Anny Thi . ear ue sky is 
Kecksburg, the County Emergency Center was activated; and Now Murphy was co fi • s is very unusual "16 

an thi n used He didn't kn · • about that time the volunteer fire fighters were searching the .Y ng going on in the woods .f . ow if there was 
nearby woocis. •o ' . IIllstake, or if there was a reaso ' I It was all some kind of 

But Kalp wasn't the only person to see the object in the ait about convinced himself to wra n _to pursue the story. He had 
Bob Blystone Jr., who was fifteen in 1965, saw what he do- ·: : ~e state police in Green p bit all up but then decided to 
scribes as an orange jet trail at low altitude. 11 Mary Keto,~ . I li~ia an~ asked if he should p:c~r~ •. He spoke to Captain 
other local witness, saw a hovering fireball just above tho · .. A e w~Je longer. 1 m or stay on the scene 
treeline with blue smoke coming up. 12 Blystone said he saw • • . ccordmg to Murphy "H . 
the round object glide slowly toward the treetops in what bo '. ~rested in coming int~ the badvised me that maybe I'd be 

.:: barracks h e arracks By th • thought of as a controlled landing into the trees. . 1 • -1>/- lave . . per aps he and the Unit · e time I get to 
John Murphy, sensing a good story, drove down to . die -.- Ann a Jomt statement to mak I ed_ Stares Army would 

Kecksburg area. He was there when two state police cars ad ," ""'J and he said that h de. questi0ned him about th 
~ Rad S e un erstood th t e Kalp arrived. He also saw the state police fire marsbal,-iD dlo < le ar quad.con would be th a members of the 

company of a state investigator, walk into the woods caa)'DI ·.: ·, M radar squadron is an ai fi en: [It must be noted that 
a yellow Geiger counter and flashlights. Murphy then .~ >- ~bihy then drove to th: s~~e u~it.1"

11 

viewed Kalp and her sons in person.13 .''•-~~~i \ ~ b Gr~nsburg. Murph re po ce Troop A barracks in 
The two men who went into the woods, Carl Metz ad { irit ;ere 'not only meU:bers~~~ that _when he an-iv~ 

Paul Shipco, returned about fifteen minutes later. · MWJi1J :~~ 'them~ I ~so ~aw two men in ~ ~rnted S_tates Army 
sent one of the photographers with him to question-the &rt •fae h eanng lieutenant's bars "•a Th . rce urnforms, one 
marshal. Metz told the photographer, "You'll have-to talk• / "7 ~~e'. told Murphy that h~ didn'e heutenant, who was 
my lawyer. "14 Metz and Shipco then continued walking •►. .{_ ~ .,.! si t. heutenant. t know much. He was 
ward their car. : ·, 11 ,_;: f<:""¼-~'. ._ ~cance here is that h 

Murphy ran toward them and ac;ked Metz, "Did ,you W -i jrn:pon!: military people in w~e ~ve already identified 
anything down there?" . ,,., i~l.i:.:-dl ... -·· a.. and tw 8~ there were members~ef nsburg area. Mur-• :{r} I}>: 0 atr force people. Skepticf ~7l~t~: c"::::: 

., . ' . . . \ -~~fjf ;~~: ;~\~~ 



•. ' 

A HI~ I OK Y Ut- Ut-0 CRASHES 

that only three military people arrived, but Murphy 's state­
ment seems to confinn that early on, more than three military 
personnel were on hand. 

Be_fore he talked to the military, Murphy found Captain 
Duss1a and asked if Dussia could tell him anything "off the 
record." 

Dussia replied, "Well, I'll give you something for the rec­
ord. I have something official to tell you." 

Murphy asked, "What's that? ' 
Dussia said, "The Pennsylvania State Police have made a -

thorough search of the woods. We are convinced there is 
nothing whatsoever in the woods."19 

Murphy thanked him and went in search of a telephone to 
report the statement when he beard Metz and several others • 
talk about going back out into the woods. While Murphy was 
telling the radio station how he wanted the story handled, 
Metz came back into the office and said that he was going 
back out with members of the military. When Murphy hung 
up, he asked if he could go with them, and Metz said, "Sure, 
if it's all right with the captain." 

Murphy said, "I looked promptly to the captain and asked, 
'Is it okay if I go with these people?' " 

Dussia said, "Of course. ''2° 

As Murphy was leaving, be ran into a state police trooper 
who had just come from the woods. Although Murphy had 
been told, officially just minutes earlier that there was n~th­
ing out there, the state police trooper ~old him. of a pu},saung . 
blue light seen in the woods. Accordmg to Murphy, [T]he 
military wanted to see this pulsating light . .. "2 1 

Back out near the reported crash site, Murphy walked over 
to the car driven by Metz and again asked, "Are you going 
down into the woods?"' 

When Metz nodded, Murphy said, "Me too." 
M ·ct, ''N " etz sai o. . 
'1'm going too," repeated Murphy. 
"No I'm sorry," said Metz. 
Murphy said "Please. You have to let me go." 
Metz was n~w "very fi.nn. Very definite." He said, "No.", 

• "But the understanding before we left the barracks was that 

Kecksburg, Pennsylvania 99 

I was going to come out, that I was going into the woods. 
What do you mean I can't go into the woods?" 

Again, according to Murphy, Metz looked very finn and 
said, very slowly but very definitely, 'Tm sorry. o. 

"That," according to Murphy, "was the last tJme I saw the 
military. This was the last ti.me, to my knowledge. that any 
civilian had with the search. I was told not to go into the 
woods."22 

What this means is that somewhere along the road between 
Greensburg and Kecksburg Metz received new instrucoons. 
They could have come over the radio from Dussia or they 
could have been issued by the military men in the car with 
Metz. Whatever the source, the result was the same. Murphy, 
on orders from the state police fi.re marshal, was denied ac­
cess to the woods. 

With the radio and television reporting that something bad 
landed in the woods, the few dirt roads leading toward the 
crash site were soon choked with cars. A few managed to 
drive close to the impact area and saw that the state police 
had cordoned off a section of the woods. ew media. both 
radio and television, were broadcasting from close to the ite. 
A number of them were talking about an unidentified flying 
object crash in Westmoreland County. Like Murphy, none of 
the other reporters was allowed to enter the woods. 

There were, however, other civilians who did. Stan Gor­
don, of the Pennsylvania Association for the Study of the Un­
explained (PASU), said that he'd interviewed a volunteer fire 
fighter, Jim Romansky, who had gotten deep into the woods 
before the military sealed off the area. In fact. according co 
Gordon, Romansky got down to the strearnbed where the ob­
ject. not a meteorite according to his source, had first touched 
down. It cut a furrow in the streambed and came to rest in a 
hollow where it was partially concealed. From the roads lead­
ing into the area, it would be impossible to ee. 

Romansky approached it and saw that it was acorn-shaped, 
speculated that it was nine to twelve feet in diameter, and bad 
a gold band around the bottom of it with writing on it 1be.re 
were no wings, motors, or a fuselage, as we know them." 
cording to Romansky. The writing was de cribed like ''an­
cient Egyptian hieroglyphics." But then, more imponantly, be 
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had been in the woods began to leave. Word circulated that 
the suspected plane crash was nothing more than a meteorite. 
The object that came down was extraterrestrial, but of natural 
origin. 

The next day the newspapers were filled with the story of 
the fireball that had caused so much trouble in the eastern 
United States.33 There were pictures of two teenaged boys 
displaying rocks they had recovered. The newspaper identi­
fied the rocks as part of the meteorite.34 

From Michigan came pictures of police officers holding up 
bits of metal that looked like thin, short strips of aluminum 
foil." Air force spokesmen wrote that off as chaff from air 
force planes participating in one of the many training exer­
cises they conducted. 36 

Lanny Tolly, a deputy in the Lapeer (Michigan) County 
sheriff's department, said that he found several handfuls of a 
foillik.e substance in the woods where witnesses had reported 
something had come down.37 Analysis revealed that it was a 
common variety of household aluminum foil. 38 

Project Blue Book records show that someone called the 
air force to report the material . Rather than being silver, that 
report claims the material was gold in color, about one inch 
long and a sixteenth of an inch wide. 39 

Ori December 28, 1965, Eric T. Jonchkhiere, the air force 
deputy for technology and subsystems at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, wrote to Lapeer sheriff Kenneth A. Parks, 
telling him that the material submitted was nothing more than ' 
radar chaff. According to the letter, "This material is dropped 
by aircraft to confuse radar complexes when participating in 
interdiction exercises. 'Chaff' can travel for many miles, ~ _ 
pending on wind currents and wind velocities. "40 ' ::, ~: 

The air force officers also made it clear they believed that ·· ... 
it was a coincidence that the chaff began raining -on Lapeer : ;/ 
County about the time the fireball passed overhead.: That ;I 
seems to be a reasonable explanation. There certainly ·is· 00,:ii 
observed data to suggest that the chaff was related to the fire-~}, 
ball other than that the two events happened at about the -7,;;_ 
same time on the same day. ,,i)~) 

Near Elyria, twenty miles west of Cleveland, Ohio;· fire'~ 
fighters were called to extinguish fires started as .debrii m-,?:" 
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some sort, possibly from the firebaJJ hit th 
Ralph Richards said she saw a fi ' . e ground. Mrs. 
a volleyball fall among so . ier:y ob1ect about the size of 
started. 4 1 me trees JU St before the small fires 

tro~~: f~i~er~;~~n r~S:C:.~/fd to her calls said they had no 
burning. They reported fi~dv_e small ?rass fires thar were 
caused the fires. mg noth rng that could have 

Near Livonia, Michigan two b . 
believed were "chunks of th, oys discovered what they 
p e meteor" Larry J . 
arent, both eleven, saw the object • .. I 1 k d ones and Bnan 

streak of red shoot through the ai ;, -J~ e up and saw a 
. Parent thought the ob ·ect landeI•. sa.i arenr. 
~g with Jones, he foun~ a sli htl rn a v~cant field . Search­
in the ground Parent was g . y smoking rock embedded 
able to pick up· several of thweanng leather gloves and was 

B e stones • 
oth boys were photographed b th 

stone on a piece of pape Th y e newspaper holding a 
anyone asks us for them ~for t:y . were quoted as saying, "If 
Apparently neither the ,,.; , Sung, they can have them "42 

. ....r 1orce nor an th • agency believed that any othe Y O er govemmentaJ 
no one asked for samples of ~ tests were necessary because 

Project Blue Book files e stones. 
ject h~d been taken. In one~7 ~~~~ that a picture of the ob­
IS churned that a photogra h f memos for the record," it 
"was able to tak:e a picrur/ _er rom Royal Oak:, Michigan, 
a search was made in [an ~ •• He also told the Dr. [?] that 
The Blue Book file do J nempt to recover the object "43 

ph_otograph or if it was =~ not bexf?lain what happened to tile 
ys1s. er su nutted to Blue Book for anal-
; The photograph referred t 

taken by Richard p Ch . o, however, seems to be 
:nths l~ter (Feb~ary ~~~1ei~°JJublished only a coup!;~~ 
ball eyewitness accounts of th . & Telescope. It confirms 

... Be~ause there was a .. : ~~.smg o~ the object or fire-
~. that is, "ionized air" am associated with the fire 
1 is beti • ..., caused by th . -
fie eved that this could e passing of the object 
~~~ject that say it was hovac~ount for the descriptions of 
aa1wn in th h enng or land.in Th . ito . e P otograph and the e . g. e CVIdence 

ns1stent with a fireball. yew1tness testimony is not 

J 
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oast Guard officials in Windsor, Ontario, Can_ada,_ re­
po~ed that a flying object had exploded over De~o•~ Pll:

1
~ 

• the area reported the flash and shock waves, w 1~ co 
m • I'd bright meteor that 1s some­be consistent with a bo I e, a ~ery !ti le detona-
times associated with a roanng sound or mu p . ._, 
tlons . . d· ARMY POLICE SEAL 

The Boston Record Amencan reporte . "d th 'c "team of 
OFF wooos CN UFO PROBE. A spokesman sai ha a "d 'We 

f the 662 Radar Squadron ere sai ' radar experts rom , ,, 

• don't know what we ha~e yet. . ther than the reports of 
Other newspapers earned nothing o . iam p Bidelman, an 

the fireball seen by thousands. D~. ~ill . • ted in doz­
astronomer at the University of M1ch1gan, wfi asb~~. he said.~ 

"It as undoubtedly a ire • ens of newspapers. w . • • ed by other astrono-
Bidelman, who did~ 't see it, was Jo1;r Fred C. Hess, as-

mers who didn't see It. In Ne~ Yo~,ane~um, said that it 
sociate astronomer at the ~ay ~:t blew up, scattering frag-was undoubtedly a large me eor . 

ments.47 nomer at the Allegheny Ob- • 
Dr. Nicholas Wagman, 81:1 astro ot part of the Geminid 

servatory, said ~a_t the obJ;ttti;:s o~ year because the Ge~­
meteor shower v1s1ble at th. h 48 That didn't mean it wasn t 
inid meteors are not very bn~ t td with a specific shower. ; 
a meteor, ju~t not one -~s~~:ait was not an aircraft or a~ 

And the air force sru • as accounted for.49 To the au 
sile and that all space debns .; was it had to be a meteorite. . 
fi •t meant that whatever 1 , "i .· orce, 1 . ed to fit .. -
No other explanation ~ee~ent bega:n to come forward. Some _ .-

Other witn~sses to fl~ ~t of the object, others described l?C ,. 
of them descnbed the ig dded to the data being cir- / 

e ;" Kecksburg. Both groups a t •· : • seen u• :..., ._!- · 

culated about the_ eventsdl b'ect as it came down, was en<. 
One witness said that ~ ~ 1 e ~as very little smoke, the 

gulfed in flames. AJthoug er: w and white.50 A few heard : 
flames ~ere brigh~ 

0
~~g~h{e~~~r~nomers explained was ~ : 

a rumbling soun t ' th a large bright meteor. s.:,i!; 
common occurrence w1 turalist 'interested in UFOs, in a ~ . 

Ivan T. San~erson, a na . . c mmittee on Aerial Pho- . 
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submitted it for publication elsewhere), said that he had ,po­
ken to a number of officers on vanous police desks and tned 
to get additional infonnation from the UPI and the Associated 
Press. According to Sanderson, he calculated the speed of the 
object at a little over a thousand miles an hour. much too 
slow for even the slowest of meteors And even rf 
Sanderson's calculations were off by a factor of ten. the ob­
ject would stilJ been flying at only ten thousand miles an 
hour, slower than the slowest speed ever recorded for a me­
teor.-H All this is if Sanderson's calculations of the speed are 
accurate, and there is some evidence that his calculauons 
were based on faulty assumptions. ' 2 

The military, however, had found an answer that wor 
and continued to push it. The official explanation m the Proj­
ect Blue Book files was "Astro (meteor)."" In a dozen or so 
memos for the record, the Blue Book staff repeated that the 
state police had searched the area but found notlung dunng 
their search."' 

Part of the state police failure to locate anything was con­
finned by Dr. Robert Murray and a couple of his srud~nts in­
terested in UFOs. When they heard the reports on the radio. 
they left their eastern Ohio college about 10 P.M ., driving mco 
the Kecksburg area. According to th~m. when they amved, 
about four in the morning, there was nothing to see. o mil­
itary around the Kecksburg volunteer fire department., no 
lightseers along the roads, and no evidence of a crash of any-
thing anywhere. They finally gave up about seven or eight 
A.M. and returned to their college. 33 

• But there were hints of something going on ~hind the 
tenes. Even if the eyewitness accounts of a milHary pre::;cnce 
tere discounted and the report of a flatbed true under ~--on 
taving at high speed was ignored. ome kind of an evenc 
could still be documented. 

- The original teletype me age of the news servk~ proves 
flat The search. according to the documents., got unJer way 
it.er seven Kecksburg re ideats reported the molJenng ob­
,ct crashed to earth. 36 

• 'There's definitely omething down there, .. said a state 
~ r who, according to the d umen ti~ saw a light par­ially hidden by th tree . n 

port to the National InvehsngaC:::~!d ~onfidential (though he> 
nomena (NICAP) that e m . . '. .. \ . 

..-~i-~ -. ...-: 
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106 • e from Lieutenant Steven 
The most inte~stmg ~ep~~ c=n ordered to participate in 

Paquette, who sw: tha~ :e !as stationed in New Hampton, 
the search even oug . "From what I've heard, the Air 
Massachusetts. Paqu~tte ~a.it . t n is supposed to release Force Department m . a.~

59

mg 0 

something in the _morrung. ever traveled to Penn-
There is no evidence th~t Paquette ffi in Massachu-

sylvania, and it seems _unlikely that an o ;:fa special unit 
sens would be ordered m~ unle~s _he w~e~ rtise. That seems 
or had some sort of special trammg o pe 

to be the case here. d military men. Stan 
There were others who r~port~ ~; their home was in­

Gordon interviewed a farruly w o sai armed and who were 
vaded by air force officers ~ho .re~:ported they had seen a 
wearing rubber gloves.'9 The h~{ and that something was 
large truck close to the eras ~ed the stories told by the •t That of course, co 
loaded on i • • ed · to the area. 60 · 

sightseers who had rush m nfirm that military men. were 
Project Blue Boo~ files do ~dwrinen log, Majori Live~ 

in the area. Accordmg to a . ed re orts from Ohio, lndi· 
Detroit Air Defense Sector, re~ei~iveri called "Major Hee_~ 

a, Michigan and Pennsylvania. ander] for his adVIce 
anQ • tanilla [Project Blue Book commd called Major Liven. 

um H ame to the base an . . Penn-
and assistance. e c th Oakdale Radar Site m . 

That three-man team, however, is the one of the most inter­
esting aspects of this report. In the mid-l 960s, and into the 
1980s, the U.S. government operated a secret project known 
as Moon Dust. This, according to documents recovered 
through the Freedom of Infonnation Act by Clifford Stone, a 
researcher in Roswell, New M exico, and Robert Todd, a re-
searcher in Pennsylvania, was an official government project 

• that was "used in cases involving the examination of non-US 
space objects or 9bjecrs of unknown origin. "6.J 
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According to the official Department of the Air Force doc­
ument, dated November 3, 1961, Moon Dust "teams are com­
prised of three men each, to include a linguist, a tech man, 
and an ops man. All are airborne qualified ... "

64 The document also says: 

• Peacetime employment of AFCIN intelligence team capabil1ty 
is provided for in UFO investigation (AFR ::?00-2) and in sup­
pon of Air Force Systems Command (AFSC) Foreign Tech­
nology Division (FIT)) Projects Moon Dust and Blue fly. 
These three peacetime projects all involve a potential for em­
ployment of qualified field intelligence personnel on a quick 
reaction basis to recover or perfonn field exploitation of un­
identified flying objects, or known Soviet/Bloc aerospace ve­
hicles, weapons systems, and/or residual components of such equipment .. . 65 A further call was made to [:mphasis added] ha_s been dit­

sylvania. A three[~"ic:~'::J to investigate and ptcked up-~ 
patched to Acme "61 · · • 

object that started a fire. Bl e Book say that "Lieutenam 
Other records from u h ended about 0200. ~ - .. , 

Cashman said that thep s1earcThey could not find nny~ ·, Manning of the intelLigence reams from those sow-ces has 
bed with the State • 

0 

tee. • The news media, ai:, :-now reached the poinr of diminishing returns. Only 21 qua!;. 

• The document, although four years old by the time of the lecksburg event, said: 

Th 
searcey do not plan on go~g1oukt :!;,am. ., r,t<"' fied mtelhgence team personnel are now assignod, and of 

li about I o c oc • d h ve - •- tbose approximately half are scheduled for PCs (pennanent 
stopped cal ng th th people who claime to a ~....1o • .~. change of station] depanure from the org"";za•;on dun·ng ... ~ 

All 
this meant at e orrect Although Blue. ~ - . ._. u -u~ 

milita,y men at • st being dispatched, which~-·. ,-,ilicd J>Crsonnel." th ·re were c • • • · i, !"" 12 months. There is no forecast input of previously quaJ. talks about a three-man teamme from the Oakdale Radar,--. 
sumed by others to have co from other areas involved.~ 
there were apparently othe7 was in Massachusetts -~~~:. 
tenant Paquette, for examp e, ·•,rlt-~~--
was alerted. .. \ \i; 

• -,'";....J\, 

¥i;1? ' 

' What this means is that there were only seven qualified 
1111s through the air fon:e. They could all have been <t,,. 

•. ~Jf. 
' ..... ·;l; ... t 

· ·- . .... .. ' , ... ' t .. 
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ployed to bases inside the United States. or they could have 
been split among the bases inside the United States to other 
air force bases around the world. Either way there were not 
many of them, which might'explain why Paquette was alerted 
in Massachusetts. He could have been a member of a Moon 
Dust team and been the closest one available to Kecksburg. 

The obvious conclusion is that Moon Dust was activated 
for the Kecksburg event. It means that the military, with its . 
sophisticated radar and sky surveillance, believed that some­
thing was down in the Kecksburg area. And, because there 
were no sightings south of that area, it is reasonable to b~ 
lieve that the object,j\'hatever it was, ended its journey there. 

Although, the documents recovered by Todd under the 
Freedom of Information Act suggest that Moon Dust and 
Blue Fly no longer exist, it is only because the_ names wei:e 
changed once they were com~romise_d. Accor?mg_ to an air 

force letter received by Todd, 'The nickname Pro3ect Moon 
Dust' no longer exists officially. It has been _replaced ?,l, an­
other name which is not releasable [emphasis a~de?J·. · 

Controversy about the Kecksburg event wasn t limited to , 
th military role or what had fallen into the woods. The town, 
it ~eems was split by those who believed that the whole story . 
of an obJect in the woods was a ho~ and those who had s~n .-i 
something they considered mystenous. Robert Youn~, a re,- . __ 
searcher living in the area, _has spent years studymgb-~ ~-

t and believes the official statements: that the o ~ : ::; f n the sky was a bolide, and that no object was found OD } 

against certified skeptics. Feuds broke out between relatives 
neighbors and community leaders."70 • 

. Robe~ Bitner, who witnessed some of the military activity, 
1s convinced, ac·cording to the article, that something hap-
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JJ:ned. His brother-in-law, Carl Porch, hasn 't spoken to rum 
since the film crews arrived and was one of those who tried 
to block the ''Unsolved Mysteries" broadcast with a petition. 
Porch insists that it's all a hoax .71 

Porch is joined by Charles Hilland, who lives near the 
crash site. Hilland said that nothing happened. n Hilland was 
another of those who tried to stop the broadcast. 

In fact, the petition was signed by fony-five residents of 
the area who either owned land near the crash site or had 
been out along Meteor Road on December 9, 1965. While it 
has been suggested that the people were upset by the fact the 
K~~burg crash was going to be portrayed on television, the 
pennon actually concerns 

much harassment and endangered the health and welfare of 
o_ur residents: The curiosity seekers wanting to see the landing 
sue, are leavmg empty cans, bottles and other debris also us-

• in~ private buildings as restrooms. If this show goe~ nation-
• wide many more people will want to see this so called 

landing site and cause more confusion.73 

•. In the last section of the petition, they write: h d He has said, repeatedly, that the Kecksbu~ :- . 
t e groun • h " ver to have 
event-that is, a flying saucer eras - appears .. ne • -~;- :_ M~y ~pie saw something in the sky, but no one has evidence 
happened."" In a 1991 paper, he wrote that the sol~ :, ; . of rt landing. We beg of you to please talk to our propeny own­
nesses to the saucer crash apparently were two _eight-year and ·; _ "'m the questioned landing site, who have no knowledge of 
children who were amo~g 

th
e 

th
o~san)ds m m?,;9 Slates1·, :i . any type of object landing. We feel that the story has been 

Canada to witness a bohde (exploding meteor. . "·de-.;, , ~wn out of reasonable explanation. The authorities of 1965 in-
The controversy heated when "Unsolved MySlenes . . ;: k: listed that they found nothing and we concur.1• 

cided to air a segment about Kecksburg. The fl:Ouble began_m ·'. ' 
1990 when the TV crews descended_ on the tm~ commumtJ ·'. 
to begin filming. According to an article . by. Da~!~ Templetm :~:' 
in the Pittsburgh Press, called "!he Unmvited, 'The ~ ~ :: 
which accurately detailed eyew1tn~ss a~c~unts, turned_ QUd .. ~ 
opinions into political philosophies, p1ttmg true belie~.~".: 

'·)\{? 
7~. :-...._ 

• The main thrust of the petition seems to be to keep people 
• .of the area,. They are concerned about damage to their 
Jqlcrty, and nghtly so. A secondary consideration, though 
lie lh:8t can' t be overlooked, is their belief that nothing , as 

i 
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recovered. The authorities said that nothing was recovered, 
and they hadn ' t seen anything recovered. 

It should be made clear that many of those who signed the 
petition have no firsthand knowledge of the events. They 
talked co friends or family but were not physically present 
when anything happened. Don Scotl, for example, said that 
he wasn't in Kecksburg and had heard about it from h_is 
mother. He signed the petition because he was concerned 
about outsiders trespassing on private property. 7' 
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whom thought an airl iner was down. He concluded from wit­
nesses on the south shore of Lake Erie who saw the object to 
the no~h that no impact occurred south of the lake, and that 
the ObJect burst apan and disappeared some miles over the 
western end of the lake. He decided that the steep trajectory 
reported by the witnesses indicated that the fireball had an ex­
~aterre~triaJ (meaning meteoric) origin and was not a return­
ing orbital spacecraft. 79 
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One man said that he knew many of the fire fighters but on 
the night of the crash, he wasn't in Kr cksburg. Two days la~r • There had be~n discussions that the object that fell at 
he anived at the firehouse, but the events were over. He did Kecksbu'.g ~as, m _fact, the returning Russian Kosmos 96, a 
acknowledge that military officials had been present ~e m_al'.~nctionmg S? viet Venus probe. The Foreign Technology 
Thursday before. Bue he also said that the story was nothing Div_1S1on of the air force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
more than "bullshit. " 16 denied that there_ was a record of such a retrieval. The Soviet 

To counter that point is other eyewitness testimony that Embassy, according to Templeton, said that the crash was not 
tells of something found and taken out on a flatbed truck,· part of the Kosmos 96. And Stan Gordon said that the u s 
covered with a tarp.n It is eyewitness testimony that the - S~ace Command showed that Kosmos 96 reentered ab~u~ 
skeptics are quick to rej ect simply because it does not fit into lhirteen hours before the events at Kecksburg.so While it is 
their view of the events of December 9, 1965. ~~ that Moon Dust would be ac tivated to retrieve the craft 

Young, in his reports, writes that the official and scientific' if Jt was of Soviet design and manufacture, there is no evi­
explanation is a meteor. H~ reports th~t astronomers ~om r • dence that_ whatever fell was the Soviet spacecraft. The evi­
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, th_e Amencan Meteor Society, _ dence available suggests that Kosmos 96 crashed in Canada 
and the National Research Council of Canada have concl~ded ,_ • 3:18 A.M.8 1 

the object was a bright meteor. --_/ J~nes_ Oberg, writing in Omni, reevaluated the Kosmos 96 
. 1 :~,-._':, Clp ~atJon. According to Oberg, "By going on a hunch and 

The late astronomer Von Del Chamberlin, then of the Abrams · • -~'. :;.g ~y own expert_ise ~n space operation and satellite 
Planetarium, East Lansing, Mi_chigan, concluded after analyz- :;2 _ mg, ~e changed his rrund. Oberg said that what had re­
ing more than one hundred wntten reports that the fireball*. .. ). : red _eaz_-her was not the Kosmos 96 itself, but could have 
curred about 4:44 P.M ., lasted for about four seconds and . '.·>~· a JettJs~ned rocket stage or a large piece of space junk 
appeared brighter (about visual magnitude - 15) than the fu!}, ~:: ~ probe Itself," according to Oberg, "could have bee~ 
moon. 11 _1,v.' -j ed off toward Kecksburg. "s2 

• ,,J::!:/;'.; 11 '!~r ;e~;s suggest that a misfire of a missile launched 
G. W. Wetherill, a geophysics and geology professor~~ / · ay rem Vande~berg Air Force Base in California 

1 • ' ~t have been responsible, but again, no evidence of .1..:s UCLA in Los Ange es: , i-.i·-' • 1111 ever been c d Th uu 
•• ,,;-., --..thin 1 JOUn • e trajectory of the obiect suggests 

~-SC:~.- - g e se. J 

reported that he had personally located and interviewed many~~ -~~ returned the are~ of speculation to a bolide. Frank 
witnesses and studied twenty-three reports received by the~ MUC, _an asti:onomer, said that eyewitness reports of bolides 
FederaJ Aviation Administration (FAA) from pilots, many,·~_( ~ typically maccurate. He pointed out that. in his experi-

1~"'~:-~• 
,· 

;; 
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ence, the percentage of witnesses who are wrong about some­
thing is one-half after a day, three-quarters after two days, 
and about ninety percent after four days. Beyond that, Drake 
believed that the reports were more fantasy than_ fact. Acco~d­
ing to Drake, witnesses often grossly undere~tima~e the dis~ 
tance of fireballs, which may be dozens of nules high. ~en 
the meteors disappear over the horizon, witnesses sometunes 
believe that the event was nearby.83 
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fallen into a field ... At Lapeer, Michigan, 40 miles north of 
Detroit, Sheriff's officers investigating the report of "a fire­
ball crashing" found only pieces of foil ... he said he did not 
know whether the foil had any connection to the fireball .. _86 

113 

The suggestion being made is that all these other cases are 
based on the false impressions of the various witnes es. If 
such is the case, then isn't it reasonable to assume that those 
near Kecksburg made similar mistakes when they claimed 
that the fi reball had landed in the woods near Kecksburg? 

Robert Kadesch, an astronomer in Utah, poi~ted out that 
people looking up into the sky often had no points of refer­
ence. Because of that. it was difficult for them pr?pe~ly to 
judge height and distance. 84 That was for an obj~t high m the 
sky and at a great distance. For those who saw 1~ closer to ~ 
ground. with points of reference, their ability to Judge the size 
and distance improved markedly. 

Young, in his analysis of the case, reported tha_t there we~ 
ublished accounts that the object, whatever it was, h 

~rashed or landed in seventeen widely scattered areas. ~ 
writes: 

But more importantly, it was at Kecksburg that the only re­
~overy operation was mounted. The s tate police, the state po­
lice fire marshal, un identified civilian officials, and military 
officers appeared, apparently interested in omething in the 
woods.

81 
At a!J those other locations, there was no real re­

sponse by the govemm~m. That, in and of itself, is signifi­
cant and underscores the difference between what happened 
at those other locations and what was happening at 
Kecksburg. Those other reports are irrelevant. 

Young also writes about the photograph taken by 
Over Lake Erie a pilot reported watcl.lng as it "plu~eted" :, Oiampine published in Sky & Telescope: 
• th lake At Midland, PA, west of Pittsburgh, falling de- . , l 
:~ e reix,rted but police found nothing. Nearby, o~er , -
-~s~e:ere reported in Patterson and Chipp

1
~"'.'a Townsfhifips, , • '. This quarter century-old published photograph provides dra-1

• Fall PA In one, a boy saw a big ball o ire . . : matic and irrefutable [emphasis added] support for the ac­
oear Beaver s, • ki " · • the other ••• . ' counts of the eyewitnesses. It also provides a clear-cut fall • to the woods and the woods are smo ng ' in . . ' ·h. . 1 ' 

m 8 thought the object landed and was smoking lD a_- ~·. - prosaic exp anation for the "hovering" and "landing" now al-
fl tw 

0

1d boNyothing was reported found except some ~roken trr; . ' lcged to be reported by "new" unnamed [in fairness it must 
c • f hi b appeared to have been cut with a saw. • ! • be pointed out that Young's statement was written before the 

limbs, one o w c "':-: • , names of many of these witnesses had been revealed] wit-
.:':'· ; • nesses •.• [It) is necessary to explain this photograph and the 

Young continues: , . , .,1 ::-,$ • .. e~ewitness accounts that support it-including the Kecksburg 
witnesses.u/ 

• rted a "volley -: · • At Elyria. Lorain County, Ohio, a woman re~ rted i. ; ~ ,· 
• fireball t 11 into a wooded lot Firemen repo .-~. . And I . . . . 

ball" sized e El • boys found slag-like frag.-: "' ·;: " . , a though Young might not hke It, there is an altema-
ten small grass fires • • -~

1
n i;~ink them to the meteor .. ,:·::? / ~ expl_ana~on for ~e bolide. ~orthrop Aircraft began ex­

ments but there was ~~ ort~ a flaming object fell out. of~./ ~ Jrrunentmg m the m1d-. l 960s with ele_ctrostatic_ shock. ~ ey 
near _Cleveland, a boy P Tw ll-year-old boys at Llvollll.' _; , ; IIDtcd to charge_ the air around an aircraft with a pos1t:1 ve 
sky •~to some wood~ kl • upo a piece of light-weight, gray- •:-:~ iarg~, and the airplane itself with a negative charge. The ir 
Michigan, reportedth pi~ n~f a baseball which they said bad ~ ·' apttlmentation suggested that this could reduce or eliminate isb, fused metal e size . -~-. .. }'t 

.. 
. ~ .. ,,: 

- · ..WW. YW!¢.,'f •. ~~ -,m:_JE.2,½.3'-.. ~!"~ !..,... 
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the sonic boom. It ,would also, according to ~e ,7xperi~ental 
data, make the craft flying through th~ air look _ h~:~ 
comet."89 In other words, a fiery craft with a long, ion 
trail strung out behind it. • ues 

While l·t is true that Young raises a number ~f fair q • 
• • his counterar-

tions and proposes a number of good pomts m believers 
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found, and "Reports of something carried from the area only 
referred to equipment used in the search."93 

So Gordon is right that equipment was involved in the 
search. He is right that military personnel were activated, 
based on official records, and he is right that the area of the 
woods had been searched. 

ments, he also falls into the same ~-ap as many_ • • 
~e is so enthusiastic for his own po~1uon that :i~1g~~r::S • 
some cases . the evidence that doesn t s~pport ' . 

Young, however, disagrees that there is anything significant 
about the lack of a record for the 662 Radar Squadron on the 
night of December 9. He writes, "It is unl ikely that Air Force 
units have listed each and every wild goose chase due to a 
mistaken UFO report in their unit histories."94 . ' d b the established facts . 

co:lu;o~~f~ ;=~~ i~ the Skeptical Inquirer. Young 

claims: 

. h d ts the sole wit-
According to all original pubhs e accoun ' . old • 
nesses to the saucer crash apparently wedre ~woru.en1t:Jt::·and 

. ong the thousan s m 
children who_ were amr d Add to this a gullible local 
Canada to view a bo i ~. fulally found "his own" thrilling 
flying-saucer buff who_ . 90 
flying-saucer crash to investigate • • • 

But Young is wrong. It wasn't a unit history, but the com­
mand post log. And this is precisely the sort of event that 
would be listed in the log simply because it is out of the or­
dinary. That is the purpose of the logs.95 Other unit logs avail­
able through the National Archives show that the events of 
December 9 were noted.96 Young's assumption about the logs 
is without merit. 

What we are left with is an enigma. It seems there is very 
good evidence to suggest that the object observed was a be­
tide. The characteristics it exhibited are consistent with that 
belief. Suggestions by Ivan Sanderson, for example, that the 

1 
d through the documentation, ii object made a slight tum, seem to be the result of the false 

But the truth, ,as d~ve ope all the evidence. Murphy's radio assumption that the debris picked up in various locations 
that Young hasn t ;vie;e;! was more than just the story ci • came from the object. There is no evidence connecting the 
broadcast reveals at e Testimony recorded by Murphy · flight of the object (or the fall of the object) with the debris 
two eight-year-old boys~king of something tangible in the . from Lapeer, Michigan, or from the area near Livonia, Mich­
showed ~t. others w~t the reports of the crash.91 The UFO igan. The path of the object, as best described by the eyewit-
woods within ~ours -had little to do with the stOIJ. ·__ aesses, is a straight line, consistent with a meteor. 
buff-probabl~ Stan Gt!~~e involved and the contradictorJ • :~- The problem arises when the Kecksburg end is plugged 
It was the testimony O lice, military, and other offic~als that : ·into the equation. Young dismisses the testimony of the eye­
statements by thal~ stal;

0
~uggest otherwise is not a fair s~.: witnesses to an object on the ground in the woods by citing 

kept the story ive. 1
' .. . •• . _ b as "the 24-year old recollections of local citizens, and 

ment. . . search managed to obtain the records!« k . recent materialization of 'new' witnesses.''97 
Gordon, m his redr mr' gh the Freedom of Informald . :;._Young accepts the testimony of those calling it a hoax, 

662 n ~~ .... Squa on ou r.- •• ..-1 • th f th h th thi the N1Ua1 . al December 9 date there was no entry. V'A. • ui reJects at o ose w o say at some ng was reco -
Act. For th~, cru: could so much equipment and ~rsonncl ~ •. md from the woods, suggesting in his 1991 report, " ome 
don asked, Ho h ed that they were not mvolved ~ stsidents have blamed two local men who e tory of a 
activated, yet the log s ow . 'd t?"92 ! -;;:•;!";. copper-colored, 12 by 7 foot 'acorn-shaped' object with 

• • n the date of the mci en • • 11,;_ 1 hi ' lei urf ed n1 l f th be 
an~:;!~~ty o:ssia in his statements said that nothing' 7-: i7'vg yp c mar ngs s ac o y a coup e o mon -

.\ ~::, ;i( 
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fore [the 'Unsolved Mysteries' program], almost a quarter of 
a century after the original publicity. "98 

Th~ truth is, Gordon had presented the testimony of one 
~ _m the_ fourth quarter 1987 issue of Pursuit. While having 
It pnn~ m a magazine does nothing to validate the testi­
mony, 1t shows that the data were circulating years before the 
"Unsolved Mysteries" filming and broadcast and not only for 
the months as claimed by Young. 

To ~ fair to Yo.ung, it is also necessary to point out that 
the testunony of Jim Romansky is, in fact, highly question­
able. According to the July 28, 1966 Kecksburg Tribune­
Review "James R. Romansky, the 20-year-old Latrobe man 
convicted of robbing Latrobe's Mellon National Bank ... 
earlier this year, was sentenced ... to serve from four to six 
years in prison." 

That certainly hurt Romansky's credibility. However, his 
troubles with the law weren't over. The March 1, 1994 
Tribune-Review reported that "following yesterday's prelimi­
nary hearing, [Deny area district justice Mark] Bilik ruled 
there was sufficient evidence to hold [James R.] Romansky 
for trial on charges of rape, aggravated indecent assault, inde­
cent assault and terrorist threats." While none of this proves 
that Romansky lied about his involvement in the Kecksburg 
crash/retrieval, it ruins his credibility, and. his testimony must 
be considered in the light of these revelations. 

There is good evidence that the discussion of an object in 
the woods had been going on since December 1965. Murphy, 
in the radio program he aired just days after the events, re­
ported that there were those who had seen an object in the _ 
woods . . He found that some people were afraid to talk about : 
it in 1965.99 • :·:i 

Young, on the other hand, showed that some people/ in 
their support of the Kecksburg crash, have misinterpreted the ' 
information as . well. During the TV program "Sightings,~.' 
Romansky said: "The Freedom of Information Act state& · 
there was 212 military personnel here that night."100 Young .­
points out that information would be released through the act, : 
but the act itself governs the procedures for release of gov­
ernmental data and does not reflect what is contained in those 
data. And, although the records recovered show that the 662 ~ 
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Radar Squadron had 212 1 . 
is doubtful that all of the peop e assigned on December 9, it 
Kecksburg area even if ~ :~i~lia~a~e been ?eployed to the 

There is evidence that three mili een act1 vated .. 
part of Project Moon Dus _tary people, assigned as 
We could say that th -/' we~e act:J~ated for ~e retrievaJ.101 
highly trained inteJJi~:C:~ is not / n the habit of activating 
be the r~m~ins of a meteorite,rt~~~a/ °w~~~~ver what ~ght 
The act:1vat1on suggests only be speculat.1on. 
known to be do d ' suggests, that something was wn an a team was . 
doesn't mean that only thre T sent to recover It. This 
that there is documentation e,orrur th1tary pthreople were there, just 

,, ose ee (Murph , 
ments on the radio just days ft th • Y s state-
than ~ee military people, froC: ~th ~e e;:t conf~ more 
were in the Kecksburg area ) E .f y and au force, 
out, there would be su • ven I ~o other orders went 
who would accompany ~ort people-pilots, for example-

obe 
, em. 

rg s theory of the reentry f 
odds with Young's re ort y; o the Kosmos 96 is also at 
that nothing fell in the p wo~s o~";e has s_uggesced_ repeatedly 
mos 96, not a spacecraft f • rg claims that It was Kos­
nonetheless. 102 Oberg b rom another world but a spacecraft 
~ecksburg, and Kosmos e9~e:~ ~a~ somethi.ng did fall at 
~on of Project Moon Dust. u ave required the activa-

Young also disputes the claim that th 
tary personnel in the Kecksbur ere _were armed mili-
many articles published in I /6f~a. H\ wntes: "None of the 
K.ecksburg. Proponents of the ' escn ed arm~ ~oops at 
of events must show that A UnNsolved Mystenes version 
• rmy or avy N • aJ llary police were present."103 at:Jon Guard mil-

Although he is correct that 
mention armed mili non~ of the newspaper articles 
reporters di!ift't bo~/:7~nn~I, 1~ co~Jd ~ that the various 
leemed to be redundant Th e etall simply because it 

. state troopers . but those • ere are no mentions of armed 
, D ' . men were armed 
•': ocumentat1on available throu h • 
lion Act removes this com 1 . g f the Freedom of Informa­
l?alm of speculation One p amt o no armed men from the 
lbe search for Moon Dust anJ~~e documen~s uncovered in 
problem of armed sotd · o ·e Fly matenal addresses the 
• • iers. iscovered on Micro Film 
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was seen leaving the area at high speed. Ten-year-old Hays, ·#31,641 from the U.S . Air Force Historical Research Center among others, claimed to have witnessed this. 
(USAFHRC) at Maxwell Air Force Base was a report that Wilhin eleven hours of the impact, the military presence 
discussed "Financing the Operation." According to it, "In the was no longer easily visible and, in fact, almost all activity 
Cuban crisis no effort was spared in supplying the BLUE had ended. By the time Murray and his students arrived, the 
FLY team with normal supply items (e.g. B-4 bags and •45 town was quiet and everyone had gone home. Although they 
calibre automatics)."

104 

In other words, a historic precedence drove some of the back roads, searching for anything out of 
for armed teams for Moon Dust/Blue Fly had been eSLab- , the ordinary, they saw no sightseers, no military or state po-
lished. _It means that similarly armed teams might have b~e? lice. 

sent into Kecksburg. . Within twenty-four hours almost all military presence was 
What we know is that both the skeptic and the _believer gone but their orders were still being obeyed. Kalp and her 

have resorted to overstating the case. There are questlons ~a~ children were under bombardment by the news media for in-
both sides must answer before a final and definite conclusion tcrviews, but military officers had already talked to her. Al-

can be drawn. ·, though the military was telling most people that a meteorite 
• Here is what is known. Something entered the atmo_sphe~ had hit the ground, one man-possibly military-supposedly 
about 4:44 P.M. on December 9. Some eyewit~ess testimo:, told Kalp it was one of our Gemini spacecraft that had some-
and a photograph, suggest the object was nothing more co - how "been expelled in the area."
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, plicated than a bolide. Since bolides are a rare ph~nomenon, John Murphy, news director of WH1B radio and one of the 
and because it was early evening, thousands saw 1t but we~ first civilians on the scene, put together a news special con-

' d tify •1 orrectly. _... taining interviews with a number of witnesses, including 
unaMble to 

I 

ent ~: atmOsphere on a daily basis. Few of .· Kalp. lust before the -program was to be aiJ-ed, some the wit-
eteors en er • to li'ght up the sky and fewer still • nesses called and told Murphy they didn't want their names them are large enough ' th · · • 

d b f they bum up. Air Force spokes~ or_ eir voices broadcast. They told him that they feared re-
reach 

th
e groun et ore, don' t show up on radar though the prtsals from either the military or the state police. Murphy 0

f";
0 

cl= 
th

a; ~::vo: behind can. With recently-developed was fon:ed to aiJ- a watered-down version of the broadcast. 
t0ruud trail 

th 
Ybe set to discriminate between natural llD4 Without th~ authentication of his report the interviews would rad

ars that can b. ts that can be set to detect rain show'I', have provided, the program was less beltevable. Murphy 
manufactured 

O 

j~ • b I ce in them or to see and tra4 ' hinted that someone had put pressure on the witnesses not 10 
th~nde~torms_, o_r • e _tur u;~t NORAD in Colorado Springs. , Wk about what they'd seen or done. 
obJects m orbtt, it 

15 
bkel Y. 0 kdale knew what they. wae • , Newspaper reporter Templeton took it further in his 1991 

p well as the operators 
10 

h a een a meteor. . "I.\ • llticle, reporting that "whole sections were edited out after 
tracking. They would ne;;::r • ave ~ according to some wil- , eyewitnesses withdrew their stories in fear of police or mili-

Within two • hours of e .:;;'pac • fficient force to take owr . •. Illy retaliation." Murphy did report that people saw flashing 
nesses, the Illlhtary had amhv db in su ht ·n radios telephooca. • ights, and the military placed an object into a "cement-lined the fire department. They a roug 1 . • . , • . .- "1m."t06 

and other equipment. And they were ~~g-::~::s.: : ,' Bonnie Millslagle, Murphy's wife in 1965 (Murphy was 
enter the woods, though 

th
e. 

sta
te po ice ~::its the next di/ ··_ • lilled years later in an unrelated automobile accident), aid 

nothing to be seen, and D,1,1ssia made 
sta

te . :.,:.m '11 he was convinced that the object that fell wa not a me-
that nothing had been found. • SOOII ' tw and was not something from Earth. In fact, he aid that 

Within eight hours, around one o'clock, accor~mg_to . · . ." ~le.had gotten down into the crash area before anyone el e 
of the witnesses, a flatbed truck with a tarp covenng its ~ -~. 



: I 

' : 

, I 
I • 
:j 
: t.' 

120 A HISTORY OF UFO CRASHES 

with a camera. 107 After photographing the object and making 
taped notes, he climbed out of the impact site, where he was 
met by military officers. The military officers or the state po­
lice confiscated the film in his camera and the tape in his re­
corder.108 It was clear to her that Murphy had seen something 
in the _crater and had taken pictures of it. 

In the weeks that followed, she said that his attitude 
changed. At first he had been convinced that this was a big 
story that the government was attempting to suppress. Later, 
he talked about it less frequently. She thought that someone 
had said something to him in the days after the event. She 
was sure that it was the military, though Murphy said nothing 
to her about that. 109 

Adam Lynch, working for KDKA-TV in 1965, on the other 
hand, saw nothing, except the military ·and the people. He re­
turned to the station after the announcement that it was noth­
ing more than a meteorite. 

Within a week, the incident had been forgotten outside of 
the Kecksburg area. Hundreds of newspapers had carried the 
air force explanation for the event. 

Like so many of the UFO crash reports, nothing concrete 
can be said. It seems reasonable to accept the military and of­
ficial answer that the sighting was the result of a bolide, but 
to do that, too much eyewitness testimony has to be dis­
carded. If it weren't for the number of people who cJaim to 
have seen something on the ground, who witnessed part of 
the retrieval; if not for the use of Moon Dust, it could be said 
that this was a case of mistaken identity. However, a part of 
the case can't be thrown out because it is hard to explain. Un­
til all the facts are known, the case must remain open. 

THE MAJEs11c-TwELVE HoAX 

A belief began with the first flying saucer sighting in 1947 
that the United States government, specifically the air force, 
was secretly investigating UFOs . There were those who 
thought that the government knew much more than it was 
telling,. and that if civilian ufologists could find the right in­
format10n ; they could prove that they were right. The 
Majestic-Twelve, or MJ-12, document seemed to be the 
smoking ~un for which researchers had been praying. 

Accordm_g _to the document, released in 1987 by UFO re­
searcher Wilham L. Moore and his friend Jaime Shandera a 
secret project beg~n on July 7, 1947, to recover and expl~it 
the find of an ahen spacecraft discovered in central ew 
~exico.

1 
The in_st~t the d?cument surfaced, the fight began, 

with everyone lmmg up with an opinion. 
The controversy, for the most part, has centered around the 

docu~ents rather than the information contained in them. 
~k~pt:J.cs, for example, have pointed out that the dating format 
ms1de ~e text, zero, day, month, comma, year (07 July, 
1_947), 1s n~t exactly the format used by the military in that 
time frame. Neither the comma nor the zero are part of that 
normal format. 

Stan ;Friedman, a proponent of the MJ-12, claims to have 
foun~ dozens of other documents in various archive that 
contam the unnecessary comma. 3 He presents the e as if th y 
somehow validate the MJ-12 document. ' e 

But Fried~an,_ and Moore, refuse to understand the ub­
tlety of the s1~at1.on. This was a report prepared, according to 
the document itself, by one military officer for a pre ident-
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